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T H E  T H E O S O P H IST .

hh  good things must come to an end and the grand Rajput wed­
ding at Varal was no exception. On the 19th April Prince 

Iyiluba,the Heir Apparent of Morvee, left and the bride’s presents 
and dowry were displayed in a large temporary structure. The 
presents alone were worth thirty thousand rupees and made a splen­
did display, as may be imagined from what I said in the preceding 
chapter. The wedding guests and hangers-on having departed, 
Harisinhji and I were left alone. He had a somewhat extensive 
library and I took advantage of the occasion to read, among other 
things, Max Nordau’s “ Degeneracy,” which gave me the impression 
that the author was fully persuaded in his own mind that he was the 
only person in the world who could not be classified as a degenerate.

should be read along with the books of the great hypnotists of 
Salpétrière and Nancy by all who have to do with persons of 
hysteric temperament. I left Varal for Surat via Sihor on the 24th, 
in what discomfort will be imagined when I say that the thermome­
ter was registering 108 to n o  degrees (Fah.) in the shade. The top of 
one’s head became burning hot from the heat rays reflected from 
the roof of the railway carriage.

* Five volumes, in series of thirty chapters, tracing the history of the 
Theosophical Society from its beginnings at New York, have appeared in the 
Theosophist, and three of the volumes are available in book form. Prices : Vol. I., 
cloth,illustrated, Rs. 3-12-0, or paper, Rs. 2-S-0. Vol. II., beautifully illustrated with 
views of the Headquarters, Adyar, cloth, Rs. 5, paper, Rs. 3-8-0. Vol. III., covering 
the period of the Society’s history from 1883 to 1887, is sold at the same price

Mahatmas than those already known. Apply to the Manager, Theosophist, pr to 
any Theosophical Book Agency throughput the world.

(F o u n d e d  in  1879.)
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“ THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH,” 

[Family Motto o f the Maharajahs o f Benares.]

OLD DIARY LEAVES* 

S ixth  S er ie s , C hapter  I. 

(Year 1896.)

i.gj book is full of sage deductions from observed facts and

as Vol. II. It is uniform with Vols. I. and II. and illustrated with many portraits, 
rt will have a special interest in that it introduces to the reader’s notice otherft will have a special interest in that it
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At something past midnight I reached Surat, the home of that 
universally beloved and respected colleague, Dr. Edal Behram, and 
of that other high-minded friend, Mr. Navtamram Uttamram Trivedi. 
I was taken by the doctor to his house, or, as he wished me to con­
sider it, my house where, in his company and that of his amiable wife 
and nice children, I enjoyed myself very much, The weather 
continued very hot the next day but still I had many calls and in 
the evening addressed a meeting of our local Branch, of which Mr. 
Navtamram was President. The next day was also devoted to 
visitors and I got through a large amount of desk-work. That 
evening a large audience gathered to hear me lecture on the subject 
of education for boys, but mainly of adults for, strange as it may 
seem, the Missionaries had influence enough to prevent the boys in 
their schools from attending the lecture ! Under the circumstances, 
therefore, the formation of a boys’ society was impracticable. On 
the next day, Monday, I visited a girls’ school established by our 
Branch, and also saw there a considerable number of boys from the 
boys’ school which had also been started by our devoted members. 
In the evening I lectured on “ India’s place among the Nations,” and 
at about midnight left for Bombay. Reaching there in the morning 
I was busy with visitors and conferences with our members and 
Parsi friends, bought my steamer ticket for Colombo, and at 6 p .m. 
lectured in Novelty Theatre to an overflowing audience, on the 
education of boys, which, as above noted, was the principal theme 
of my discourses throughout this short tour. Devan Bahadur 
Mauibhai Jasbhai, late Devan of Baroda and, when H.P.B. and I first 
made his acquaintance in the early days, Devan of Cutch, called on 
me and presided at my lecture. On the 29th I cleared off arrears 
of correspondence and attended a farewell reception given me at our 
Branch rooms.

The conferences above recorded between certain leaders of the 
Parsi community and myself resulted in an agreement that, as I was 
going to Europe on Society business, I should also obtain, on their 
behalf, the opinions of certain noted scholars and archaeologists 
about the best way to promote the interests of Zoroastrian research. 
On the occasion of the meeting above mentioned, I received my cre­
dentials from Mr. K. R. Cama and Dr. Jivanji J. Modi. The latter 
gentleman introduced me to the famous M. Menard, of the Institute, 
Dr. Mills, my compatriot, a noted Zendist, and that greatest of living 
archaeologists, Prof. Flinders Petrie. In his letter to the latter gentle­
man Dr. Jivanji says that he will be glad if he will exchange views 
with me on the subject and make any definite practicable sugges­
tions. Needless to say it was almost pleasant anticipation to be 
thus brought into personal relations with so erudite and respected 
an archaeologist as the one in question. The next morning I ex­
changed farewells at our rooms, and then embarked at Victoria 
docks on the steamer “ Rosetta” at about noon. We were at sea.
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the rest of t.hat day, the next and the next, and reached Colombo at 
2-30 p.m . on the third day. I was met, of course, and then taken 
to the house of Dharmapala’s father, that good man and esteemed 
friend who is one of the most sincere Buddhists of my acquaintance.
He has a fine mansion and extensive grounds at Kolupitiya, and if 
his son is “ Anagarika,” the Homeless one, it is of his own choice.

Thus shifts our story from clime to clime and country to country ; 
the Ariadne thread of memory leading me through all the maze of 
the crowded scenes of my official experience in the past.

My first duty on the morning after my arrival was to pay my 
customary visit of salutation to my friend the High Priest Suman- 
gala, whom I found at his college in the accustomed reception room, 
with the usual swarm of pupil priests blocking up the doors and win­
dows to catch any scraps of conversation between their master and 
hisvisitors. It has often happened that when I had something of a 
confidential nature about the work to discuss with Sumangala— 
through an interpreter, for he does not know English and but a few 
words of French— I have asked him to dismiss the crowd of eaves­
droppers. It is the custom in the Orient for juniors to stand in the 
presence of their elders, only by permission seating themselves even 
on the floor ; but Sumangala has invariably caused a chair to be 
placed for me, usually a lower one than the ordinary, for he knows 
well enough that our western knee-joints are not lubricated like 
those of Orientals so as to fold together the two halves of the leg, 
clasp-knife fashion. On the occasions of my returns to the Island 
he gets me to tell him about my travels, and especially rejoices when 
I am able to say that I have been asked to lecture on Buddhism. He 
is a good man and very learned but, at the same time, so susceptible 
to the criticisms of his people, that I am never sure of not finding 
him temporarily upset by some doubt created in his mind as to my 
orthodoxy in Buddhism ; it is never anything very serious, and I can 
always dispel it by getting him to compare the state of Sinhalese 
Buddhism to-day with what it was when he and I first met in 1880. 
From the College I went to the Fort, as it is called, the business 
quarter of the banks and foreign mercantile houses clustered about 
the head of the Harbour and near the old Dutch fort, built when the 
Hollanders were masters of the Island. Thence I went to our 
Ananda College, now a prosperous and very successful educational 
institution, but which was founded by Mr. Eeadbeater in 1885 as an 
English High School, when he was working with me in Ceylon. I 
also went to the Sangamitta Girls’ School, and finished the day with 
a dinner at Mrs. Higgins’, with whom the aged Mrs. Pickett of 
Australia was then working.

Early the next morning I left for Beruela, thus beginning thè 
tour which had been sketched out for me. I inspected our boys’ 
school in which we had sixty pupils, and thence by afternoon train 

n to Ambalangoda. Here a crowd welcomed me at the station and
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a hundred and fifty Buddhist boys escorted me in procession to the 
large school building which had been erected for us by liberal 
Buddhist friends. The room was uncomfortably crowded, but I dis­
tributed prizes and made an address upon the state of education in 
Ceylon. Three other gentlemen followed me, and after the adjourn­
ment I was taken to the breezy and cool Rest House by the seashore, 
where I had a good meal and refreshing sleep. These travellers' 
bungalows along the seashore of Ceylon are the most comfortable 
that I have ever seen in the tropics; the rooms are large, the ceilings 
loft}*, the floors paved with large tiles, and the ocean breeze circulates 
freely through the Venetians that give upon the broad verandahs. 
I remember perfectly how charmed H. P. B. and I were the first 
time that we passed a night at one*of these bungalows: we should 
have been glad to have spent the whole hot season there, for back 
of the house was a sandy beach and sheltered pools fenced in from 
the ocean by rocks, where the water was so clear and limpid as to 
invite one to step in and refresh himself from the burden of the 
tropical heat. At the time of which I write we had four schools at 
Ambalangoda, two for boys and two for girls, an aggregate of 860 
children,and buildings that were highly creditable to the local pro­
moters of Buddhist education. Here was no flash-in-the-pan, like 

that first famous school that was opened at Galle in the first flush of 
excitement caused by our visit, which began with a register of over 

five hundred pupils and, before the year was out, dwindled away to 
almost nothing, because the rich and wily Missionaries suddenly 
abolished their school fees and baited their traps with free education 
or Buddhist children. The people at Ambalangoda were in dead 

earnest, and had had sixteen years since the Galle episode in which 
tp get to realise what the undertaking of an educational movement 
1 mplied in the way of self-sacrifice and courageous persistence. In the 
afternoon of that day I moved on by train to Galle, where I was taken 
to our Mahinda College, another of our great Buddhist schools, where 
the boys greeted me with cheers and fireworks and I: made them the 
inevitable address before I could betake me to bed.

On the next morning (May 7th) I inspected our schools at 
Dangedera North and Dangedera South, also at Miripenna and 
Habaraduwa, all suburbs of Galle. I was very much pleased with all; 
they occupied substantial buildings and showed signs of good 
management. Returning to town, I lectured at the college at 5 p.m., 
to the general public, and started a subscription towards a College 
Fund, getting over two thousand rupees subscribed on the spot. By 
he next morning’s train I went to Ahangamato inspect two schools 

of 221 and 259 pupils respectively. They were also excellent. Of the 
former I had laid the corner-stone in 1888, eight years previously. 
By the noon train I returned to Colombo and reached the hospitable 
house of Mr. Don Carolis at 6 p. m.

My next move was towards Kandy, the old hill-capital of
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the native sovereigns, and one of the prettiest places in the Orient. 
After the four hours’ journey by rail I reached there and was put up 
at our local college building, where, at 2-30 p. m., I held a public 
meeting and raised a subscription ofRs. 530 for the benefit of the 
college. My destination the next day was Katugastota where there 
was a grand procession, in which three huge elephants, one from the 
Dalada Maligawa, or Tooth Relic Temple, figured» I lectured to a 
large crowd in the big school building put up by Mr. Ranaraja and 
raised a few hundred rupees for the Education Fund. The same 
afternoon I went on to Matale, where that old veteran nobleman and 
connecting-link between the times of the Kandyan kings and the 
British Raj, Mr. W. Dulewe, the Adigar, met me and took me under 
his wing. I found a boys’ school prospering greatly and, at the 
meeting which I addressed, a subscription for the proposed girls’ 
school was started with every appearance of good feeling and 
popular interest.

The turn of Rattota,where we had a girls’ school, came the next 
morning. Its chief promoter and patron was a Dr. Goonesekara. 
Dulewe, Adigar, went with me and Mr. D. J. Jayatilleke went as 
interpreter. A little Sinhalese boy prodigy was brought to me to 
the Rest House and delivered a lecture in Sinhalese on the cele­
brated verse, Sabbapapassa akaranam, etc. A breath of Europe came 
to me that day on the arrival of a German Doctor and his wife at 
the Rest House and we passed a very agreeable evening in talk* 
The lady was a friend of my dear and always respected friend 
Baron Oskar von Hoffmann, of Eeipsig. To Wattegama to inspect 
our boys* and girls’ schools, the next morning, thence by carriage, 
a charming mountain drive of seven miles over a good road, to 
Panuela. In this small and retired village, the Mistress of our 
prosperous Girls’ School had earned the marked distinction of get­
ting from the Government Inspector of Schools a certificate of 100 
per cent, at the last examination; every girl in the school was found 
perfect in every subject. This is as well as Mrs. Courtright did this 
year with one of the fine Panchama Schools under her charge—the 
one at the village of Urur where 116 pupils were presented—and 14 
per cent, better than the average of passes throughout the whole Mad­
ras Presidency. I believe also that this is the only case Where every 
child presented for examination passed “ perfect.” The average of 
her four schools was 95 per cent. This shows what can be done 
with Oriental children in the lower standards by careful training. 
From this place I returned to Kandy to sleep.

Of course, the reader understands perfectly well that the block 
°f educational work in Ceylon about which I am writing is not, 
properly speaking, an activity of the Theosophical Society as such, but 
merely an undertaking by the Ceylon Branches, which are com­
posed of Buddhists, to conduct the educational campaign which I 
suggested to them in 1880, when H. P. B. and I and the Committee
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of the Bombay Theosophical Society first came to the Island. All 
the same, it is one oi the most important and successful results of 
our movement as achieved by our Buddhist colleagues; and which as 
has frequently been explained, is to be classified along with the 
active movement for the nationalising of Indian education, led by 
Mrs. Besant and which has culminated in the foundation of the 
Central Hindu College. My present memoirs are, of course, only 
my personal recollections of the different phases of official work 
through which I have passed, and as such are as much autobiographi- 
cal as officially historical. There was a time when the whole move­
ment centred in the personal activities of the two founders, but it 
has now expanded over such a vast field that neither I nor any 
other of the prominent workers can hope to do more than to record 
what passes under his own personal observation. With this parenthet­
ical remark let me pass on to my next station in the Ceylon school- 
inspecting tour under notice.

I went on to Gompola by the next morning’s train and found a 
school building unnecessarily big, which had been erected by the 
late Muhandiram at a cost of several thousand rupees. This was the 
same enthusiastic gentleman who, in 1880, when H. P. B. and I 
visited this place, removed the horses from our carriage, got ropes 
and helped drag us in the carriage from the station to his house. 
There was a large and interesting meeting at their school-house and 
much enthusiasm shown at the conclusion of my remarks. In the 
afternoon I went on to Nawalapitiya, a well-known Kandyan village, 
the centre of a rich planting district. Our school-house was in a 
lovely situation on a. hill. It was started four months before my 
visit under such popular auspices that it had pretty well emptied 
the Christian school of its pupils. On Thursday the i 4th .(May) I 
took train for Hatton, a mountain town, the railway station for Adam’s 
Peak. We were here in a grand hilly country with beautiful land­
scapes on all sides. Our local school of sixty pupils was founded by 
the lamented C. F. Powell, who made so deep an impression within 
his short connection with our headquarters, on both the Sinhalese 
and South Indian Hindus. The local Committee informed me with 
pride that not a single Buddhist boy was now in the Christian school. 
The founders and supporters of the Buddhist school were low- 
country men, and I am glad to say that, at that stage of the move­
ment in Ceylon, the Buddhist educational work in the Kandyan 
district was almost entirely done by the same class of persons. The 
fact is, that uuder the Kandyan kings, the Feudal system prevailed 
to such an extent that the nation was divided into, practically, the 
two classes of nobles and slaves ; education was not at all general, 
even among the nobility; the monasteries were endowed by the 
Crown and a sufficient support being guaranteed in their revenues 
from the lauds grauted them by the Crown, the Bhikkus were 
lazy and there was very little religious spirit existing in the
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“ Mountain Kingdom.” At the same time, an insufferable pride 
prevailed among the upper class, and I have often been shocked to 
see the contemptuous way in which they treated the usually 
excellent merchants and others who came from the low country 
to do business in that part of the Island. It got so at last that 
I expected no help whatever from the Kandyan chiefs, and I always 
felt uneasy to receive from or make visits to them in company with 
the Colombo and Galle people whose earnestness had gained all my 
esteem and for whom I felt great friendship. I remember the case 
of one individual of the Willala caste, i.e,, the laud-holder or culti­
vator class, who held an office under’the British Government. He 
occupied a spacious ancestral bungalow and always made a great 
show of courtesy in receiving me. On the occasion in question I 
was accompanied on my visit by the President and one or two other 
officers of one of our largest Ceylon Branches. I was received with 
distinction and they were put off with a short nod each. My Ameri­
can blood grew hot at that (for I hadn't the smallest respect for the 
man’s character) and I had to put myself under powerful restraint to 
prevent my catching him by the coat collar and flinging him across 
the room. But, of course, I have met with individuals of the old 
Kandyan nobility who won my friendly regards by their gentlemanly 

-behaviour all around. One of these was the veteran Adigar above 
spoken of. Our College, formerly High School, at Kandy is now 
large and prosperous and there is much activity here and there 
throughout the Kandyan country, but, viewing the Ceylon move­
ment as a whole, one cannot in justice deny that more than 90'/, 
of the credit for the successful direction of the movement which has 
gathered some thirty thousand Buddhist children under Buddhist 
school teachers in Buddhist schools, is due to our colleagues in the 
Maritime Provinces.

Returning to Kandy I visited the schools in the suburban villages 
.of Peredeniya and Ampitiya, two in each place. At the latter 
village I raised a subscription towards building a girls' school-house 
and then visited our boys’ and girls’ schools in the town of Kandy— 
all in one day. My programme took me the next day to Kadunnawa to 
see a girls’ school in the morning, after which there was a lecture 
in a Temple Preaching Hall {Banamaduwa) ; in the afternoon to 
Gardaladeniya where we had a mixed school. At Rambukkana we 
were treated to a specimen of barbaric pomp in a long procession 
headed by two huge elephants, and after them a company of a dozen 
male devil-dancers, dressed in fantastic costume, with frightful masks 
and a network of beaded bands crossing their chests. As we moved 
through the woods the sounds of the barbaric music, the squeak, 
roll and clatter, all combined to make a cacophony bad enough to 
drive all the wood elves and hamadryads out of their sylvan 
retreats. From that place I went on to Kurunegala, where the old 
Muhandiram had built for us a large L-shaped school-house <
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then on to Veyangoda and to the neighbouring village of 
Pattallagedera, where the children of the boys* and girls* schools 
were got together to hear me. After that another girls’ school was 
opened. A ride by bollock cart without springs is not a joy for 
ever, but I had one of five miles on the next morning to open a 
boys' school, and then by train back to Colombo, thus closing my 
Northern tour.

My third visit to the Leper Colony at Hendala, near Colombo, was 
made on Wednesday, May 20th. As I have described the dreadful 
spectacle of a colony of these poor victims of one of the greatest pests 
of humanity, I  shall not repeat myself now. By request I  gave 
(torn tha Pancha Sila and a lecture showing the operation 
of the Law of Karma in their case. One cannot but feel com­
passion fcr these hnman outcastes and a prompting to do some­
thing, however little, to give them momentary pleasure, but really 
it is one of the most distressing of imaginable experiences and I 
am not at a!l anxious to repeat the visit. On the afternoon of that 
day I presided at a meeting at Ananda College, gave out the prizes 
and w *V  a long address. I  was followed by the Hon. Mr. Rama- 
nathan, the then recognised leader of the Hindu community, and by 
a Or. K o ta  After this I  attended a meeting of the Mahabodhi 
Society, at which I read a paper on the situation of affairs and offer­
ed my resignation of the position of Honorary General Adviser, for 
the reason tin t as I explained, Mr. Dhannapala did not seem dis­
posed to take my advice when given. Since that time I have had 
so  responsibility whatever for the management of that Society, nor 
done anything to secure the considerable success which Dharma- 
pala has achieved with the help of his friends.

Visits to Xedimale and Kirulapane Schools followed the next 
day, and on the following one to Moritumulle and Indepette. The 
school at this latter place had an interesting history. The 
local school of the Government had been turned over to the 
Wesleyans by a sympathetic head of the Education Department. 
This was regarded os an injustice by our people, and, on their behalf 
a rigorous protest was sent in by Mr. ButUtjeos, our then Manager of 
Buddhist Schools, bat the Government turned a deaf ear to us. 
Thereupon, a public meeting was called, and resolutions adopted to 
build a school-boose of their own and remove their children to it. 
When I addressed the meeting on the occasion of my visit I  had iffl 
boys and girls before me, of whom 105 gave me, as Guru, betel and 
tobacco leaves. 4,200 of the former and 105 of the latter. The next 
day at Colombo, the Buddhist Defence Committee referred to me for 
decision a question as to the Buddhist Begistrarsbip which they 
wanted laid before the Secretary of State for the Colonies. A t an 
adjourned meeting 1 gave them drafts of such papers as they were 
to sign and send on to the Colonial Office. This was my last
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official act during the present Ceylon tour, as on the morrow, the 
25th May, I embarked for Marseilles on the Messageries steamer 
* Saghalien.’

H. S. Olcott.

“ VEGETARIANISM AND OCCULTISMV

IN  speaking of the relation between Vegetarianism and Occultism, 
it may be w ell for us to begin by defining our terms, as we have 

generally done on other occasions. W e all know what is meant by 
vegetarianism; and although there are several varieties of it we shall 
hardly need to  go into that question. The vegetarian is one who 
abstains from eating flesh food. There are some of them who admit 
such animal products as are obtained without destroying the life of 
the animal, as, for example, m ilk, butter, and cheese. There are 
others who restrict themselves to certain varieties of the vegetable—  
say to fruit and n u ts; there are others who prefer to take only such 
food as can be eaten uncooked; others w ill take no food which grows 
underground, such as potatoes, turnips, carrots, etc. W e need not 
concern ourselves with these divisions but simply define the vegetarian 
as one who abstains from any food which is obtained by the slaughter 
of animals— o f course including birds and fish.

How shall we define Occultism  ? The word Is derived from the 
Latin “ Occnltus,” hidden ; so that it is the study of the hidden laws 
of Nature. Since all the great laws of Nature are in fact working in 
the invisible world far more than in  the visible, occultism involves 
the acceptation o f a very much wider view o f Nature than that which 
is ordinarily taken. T h e occultist, then, is a man who studies all the 
laws o f Nature that he can reach or o f which he can hear, and as a 

result o f his study he identifies himself with these laws and devotes 
his Ufe to the service .o f evolution. Now how does occultism regard 
vegetarianism ? I t  regards it very favourably, and that for many 
reasons, which I  shall endeavour to put before you. These reasons 
may be divided into tw o classes— those which are ordinary and 
physical, as it were, and those which are occult or bidden. There are 
very many reasons in  favour o f vegetarianism which are down here 
on the physical plane and patent to  the eyes o f any one who will take 
the trouble to examine the su b ject; and these w ill operate with the 

occult student even more strongly than with the ordinary mao. But 
in addition to these and altogether beyond them, the occult student 
knows o f other reasons which come from the study o f precisely these 

hidden law s which are as yet so little understood by the majority of 
mankind. W e m ust therefore divide our consideration of these 
reasons in to  these tw o parts, first taking the ordinary and physical.
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liven these ordinary reasons may themselves be subdivided into 
two classes, the first containing those which are absolutely physical 
and ns it were selfish, and secondly those which may be described as 
the moral and unselfish considerations. First, then, let us take the 
reasons in favour of vegetarianism which concern simply the man 
himself, and are purely upon the physical plane. For the moment 
we will put aside the consideration of the effect upon others, which is 
so infinitely more important, and think only of results for the man 
himself. It is necessary to do this, because one of the objections 
frequently brought agiinst vegetarianism is that it is a beautiful theory, 
but one the working of which is entirely impracticable, since it is 
supposed that a man cannot live without devouring this dead flesh. 
That objection is entirely irrational, and is founded upon ignorance or 
perversion of facts. I myself who speak to you am an example of its 
falsity ; for I have lived without the pollution of flesh food — without 
fish, fowl, or eggs—for the Inst twenty-seven years and, as you 
perceive, I still survive, and have been during all that time in exceed- 
ingly good health. Nor nm I iti any way peculiar in this, for I know 
some thousands of others who have done the same thing. I know 
some younger ones who have been so happy ns to be unpolluted by 
this filth of taking flesh during the whole of their lives : and they are 
distinctly freer from disease than those who partake of such things« 
Assuredly there are many reasons in favour of vegetarianism from 
the purely selfish point of view—and I put that first because I know 
that the selfish considerations will appeal most strongly to a very 
great majority of people» though I hope that in the case of those 
who arc studying Theosophy we may assume that the moral considera, 
tions which I shall later adduce would sway them far more forcibly.

I take it that in food, as well as in everything else, we all of us 
want the best that is within our means. We should like to bring our 
lives, and therefore our daily food as a not unimportant part of our 
lives, Into harmony with our aspirations, into harmony with the 
highest thnt we know. We should be glad to take what is really best; 
and if we do not yet know enough to be able to appreciate what is 
best, then we should be glad to learn to do so. If we think of it we 
shall see that this is the case along other lines, as, for example, in 
nutsici or in art, or in literature. We have been taught from childhood 
that if we want our musical taste developed along the best lines we 
must select only the best music, and if we do not like it and if 
we do not understand it at first, we must be willing patiently 
to wait and to listen until at length something of its sweet beauty 
will creep into our souls, and we shall come to understand that 
which at first awakened no response within our hearts. If we 
want to understand the best in art we must not fill our eyes 
with the sensational broad-sheets of police news, or with the 
hideous abominations which are miscalled “ comic pictures", but 
we must steadily look and learn until the mystery of the work of



1005.] “ Vegetarianism and Occultism.” 20$

Turner begins to unfold to our patient contemplation, or the grand 
breadth of Velasquez comes within our power to understand. So 
too in literaUtre. It has been the sad experience of many that much 
of the best and the most beautiful is lost to those whose mental food 
consists exclusively of the sensational paper or the cheap novel, 
or of that frothy mass of waste material which is thrown up like scum 
upon the molten metal of life, novelettes, serials, and fragments, of a 
type which neither teach the ignorant nor strengthen the weak, nor 
develop the immature. If we wish to develop the minds in our 
children we do not leave them entirely to their own uncultivated taste 
in all these things, but we try to help them to train that taste whether 
it be in art, in music, or in literature.

Surely then we may seek to find the best in physical as well as ill 
mental food, and surely we must find this not by mere blind instinct, 
but by learning to think and to reason out the matter from the higher 
point of view. There may be those in the world who have no desire 
for the best, who are willing to remain on the lower levels and com 
sciottsly and intentionally to build into themselves that which is coarse 
and degrading; but surely there are very many who wish to rise above 
this, many who would gladly and eagerly take the best if they only 
knew what it was, or if their attention was directed to it. There are 
men and womeu who are morally of the highest class who yet have 
been brought up to feed with the hyenas and the wolves of life and 
have been taught that their necessary dietary was the corpses of 
slaughtered animals. It needs but little thought to show us that this 
horror cannot be the highest and the purest, and that if we ever wish 
to raise ourselves in the scale of Nature, if we ever wish that our 
bodies shall be pure and clean as the temples of the Master should 
be, theu we must abandon this loathsome custom, and take our place 
among the princely hosts who are striving for the evolution of man­
kind—striving for the highest and the purest in everything, for them­
selves as well as for their fellow-men. Let us see, then, why a vege­
tarian diet is emphatically the purest and the best.

Because vegetables contain more nutriment than an 
equal amount of dead flesh. Now we know very well that this will 
sound a surprising and incredible statement to quite a number of 
people, because they have been brought up to believe that they can­
not exist unless they defile themselves with flesh, and this delusion 
is so widely spread that it is very difficult to awaken the average man 
from it. It must be clearly understood that this is not a question of 
habit, or of sentiment, or of prejudice ; it is simply a question of plain 
fact, and as to the facts there is not and there never has been the 
slightest question. We may consider that there are four elements 
necessary in food, all of them essential to the repair and the upbuild­
ing of the body. (<*) Proteins or nitrogenous foods; (6) carbo-hydrates ;
(c) hydro carbons or fats ; (d) salts. This is the classification usually 
accepted among physiologists, although some recent investigations
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are tending to modify it to a certain extent. Now there is no question 
whatever that all of these elements exist to a greater extent in vege­
tables than they do in dead flesh. For instance, milk, cream, cheese, 
nuts, peas, and beans contain a large percentage of proteids or nitrog­
enous matter. Wheat, oats, rice and other grains, fruits, and most 
of the vegetables (except, perhaps, peas, beans, and lentils) consist 
mainly of the carbo hydrates—that is, of starches and sugars. The 
hydro carbons, or fats, are found in nearly all the proteid foods, and 
can also of course be taken in the form of butter or of oils. The salts 
are found practically in all foods to a greater or less extent. They 
are of the utmost importance in the maintenance of the body tissues, 
and what is called saline starvation is the cause of many diseases.

Now it is sometimes claimed that flesh meat contains some of 
these things to a larger degree than vegetables, and some tables are 
drawn up in such a way as to suggest this ; but once more this is a 
question of facts, and must be faced from that point of view. The 
only sources of energy in dead flesh are the proteid matter contained 
therein, and the fat; and as the fat in it has certainly no more value 
than other fat, the only point to be considered is the proteids. Now 
it must be remembered that proteids have only one origin; they are 
organized in plants and nowhere else. Nuts, peas, beans, and lentils 
are far richer than any kind of flesh in these elements and they have 
this enormous advantage, that the proteids are pure, and therefore 
contain all the energy originally stored up in them during their organ­
ization. In the animal body these proteids, which the animal has 
absorbed from the vegetable kingdom during its life are constantly 
passing down to disorganization, during which descent the energy 
originally stored in them is released. Consequently what has been 
used already by one animal cannot be utilized by another. The 
proteids are estimated in some of these tables by the amount of nitro­
gen contained therein, but in flesh meat there are many products of 
tissue-change, such as urea, uric acid, and creatin, all of which contain 
nitrogen and are therefore estimated as proteids though they have no 
food value whatever. Nor is this all the evil, for this tissue-change is 
necessarily accompanied by the formation of various poisons which 
are always to be found in flesh of any kind, and in many cases the 
virulence of these poisons is very great. So that you will observe 
that if you gain any nourishment from the eating of dead flesh, you 
obtain it because during his life the animal consumed vegetable 
matter. You get less of this nourishment because the animal has 
already used up half of it and you have along with it various unde­
sirable substances and even some active poisons which are of course 
distinctly deleterious. I know quite well that there are many doctors 
who will prescribe the loathsome flesh diet in order to strengthen 
people and that they will often meet with a certain amount of success, 
though even on this point they are by no means agreed, for Dr. 
Milner Fothergill writes : “ All the bloodshed caused by the warlike

k



1905.] “ Vegetarianism and Occultism.” 205

disposition of Napoleon is as nothing compared to the loss of life 
among the myriads of persons who have sunk into their graves 
through a misplaced confidence in the supposed value of beef-tea. ” 
At any rate the strengthening results can be obtained more easily 
from the vegetable kingdom when the science of diet is properly 
understood, and they can be obtained without the horrible pollu­
tion and without all the undesirable concomitants of the other system. 
Let me show you that I am not in all this making any unfounded 
assertions ; let me quote to you the opinions of physicians, of 
men whose names are well known in the medical world, so that you 
may see that I have abundant authority for all that I have said.

We find Sir Henry Thompson, M.D., F.R.C.S., saying: “ It is a 
vulgar error to regard meat in any form as necessary to life. All that 
is necessary to the human body can be supplied by the vegetable
kingdom......... The vegetarian can extract from his food all the
principles necessary for the growth and the support of the body, as 
well as for the production of heat and force. It must be admitted as 
a fact beyond all question that some persons are stronger and more 
healthy who live on that food. I know how much of the prevailing 
meat diet is not merely a wasteful extravagance but a source of 
serious evil to the consumer.” There is a perfectly definite scientific 
statement by a well-known medical man.

Then we may turn to the words of a Fellow of the Royal Society, 
Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson, M.D. He says: “ It must be honest­
ly admitted that weight by weight, vegetable substance when carefully 
selected, possesses the most striking advantages over animal food in
nutritious value...........I should like to see a vegetarian and fruit-living
plan put into general use, and I believe it will be.”

The well-known physician, Lord Playfair, C.B., has said quite 
clearly, “ Animal diet is not essential to man;” and we find Dr. F. J. 
Sykes, B.Sc., the Medical Official for St. Pancras, writing, ‘ ‘Chemistry 
is not antagonistic to vegetarianism any more than biology is. Flesh 
food is certainly not necessary to supply the nitrogenous products 
required for the repair of tissue, therefore a well-selected diet from 
the vegetable kingdom is perfectly right, from the chemical point of 
view, for the nutrition of man.”

Dr. Francis Vacher, F.R.C.S., F.C.S., remarks : “ I have no belief 
that a man is better physically or mentally for taking flesh food.”

Dr. Alex. Haig, F.R.C.P., the leading physician of one of the 
great London hospitals, has written, “ That it is easily possible to sus­
tain life on the products of the vegetable kingdom needs no demon­
stration for physiologists, even if the majority of the human race were 
not constantly engaged in demonstrating i t ; and my researches show, 
not only that it is possible, that it is infinitely preferable in every way, 
and produces superior powers both of mind and body.”

Dr. M. F. Coomes, in The Ametican Practitioner and News, of July
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1902. concluded a scientific article as follows:—“ Let me state first, 
that the flesh of warm-blooded animals is not essential as a diet for 
the purpose of maintaining the human body in perfect health.’’ He 
goes on to make some further remarks which we shall quote under 
our next head.

The Dean of the Faculty of Jefferson Medical College of Philadel­
phia said : “ It is a well-known fact that cereals as articles of daily
food hold a high place in the human economy ; they contain constitu­
ents amply sufficient to sustain life in its highest form. I f  the value 
of cereal food products were better known it would be a good thing 
for the race. Nations live and thrive upon them alone, and it has 
been fully demonstrated that meat is not a necessity."

There you have absolutely plain statements, and all of them are 
taken from the writings of well-known men who. have made a con­
siderable study of the chemistry of foods. It is impossible to deny 
that man can exist without this horrible diet, and furthermore, 
that there is more nutriment in an equal amount of vegetables 
than of dead flesh. I could give you many other quotations but 
surely those above mentioned are sufficient, and they are fair 
samples of the rest.

Second.—Because many serious diseases come from this loathsome 
habit of devouring dead bodies. Here again I could easily give you 
a long list of quotations, but, as before, I will be satisfied with a few. 
Dr. Josiah Oldfield, M.S.C.S., L.R.C.P., writes: “ Flesh is an unnatural 
food, and therefore tends to create functional disturbances. As it is 
taken in modern civilizations, it is infected with such terrible diseases 
(readily communicable to man) as cancer, consumption, fever, 
intestinal worms, etc., to an enormous extent. There is little need to 
wonder that flesh-eating is one of the most serious causes of the 
diseases that carry off ninety-nine out of every hundred people that 
are born."

Sir Edward Saunders tells us : “Any attempt to teach mankind 
that beef and beer are not necessary for health and efficiency must be 
good, and must tend to thrift and happiness ; and as this goes on I 
believe we shall hear less of gout, Bright’s disease, and trouble with 
the liver and the kidneys in the former, and less of brutality and wife- 
beating and murder in the latter. I believe that the tendency is 
towards vegetarian diet, that it wil! be recognized as fit and proper, and 
that the time is not far distant when the idea of animal food will be 
found revolting to civilized man."

Sir Robert Christison, M.D., asserts positively that "The flesh and 
secretions of animals affected with carbuncular diseases analogous to 
anthrax, are so poisonous that those who eat the product of them are 
apt to suffer severely—the diseases taking the form either of 
inflammation of the digestive canal, or of an eruption of one or more 
carbuncles.’’
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Dr. A. Kingsford, of the University of Paris, says: “Animal 
meat may directly engender many painful and loathsome diseases. 
Scrofula itself, that fecund source of suffering and death, not 
improbably owes its orign to flesh-eating habits. It is a curious 
fact that the word scrofula is derived from Scro/a, a sow. To say that 
one has scrofula is to say that he has swine's evil.”

In his fifth report to the Privy Council in England we find Pro­
fessor Gamgee stating that, “ One-fifth of the total amount of meat 
consumed is derived from animals killed in a state of malignant dis­
ease , while Professor A. Wynter Blyth, F.R.C.S., writes: ‘‘Economi­
cally speaking, flesh food is not necessary; and meat seriously diseas­
ed may be so prepared as to look like fairly good meat. Many an 
animal with advanced disease of the lung yet shows to the naked 
eye no appearance in the flesh which differs from the normal.”

Dr. M. F. Coomes in the article above quoted remarks: “ We 
have many substitutes for meat which are free from the deleterious 
effects of that food upon the animal economy, namely, in the produc­
tion of rheumatism, gout and all other kindred diseases, to say nothing 
of cerebral congestion, which frequently terminates in apoplexy and 
venal diseases of one kind and another, migraine and many other such 
forms of headache, resulting from the excessive use of meat, and often 
produced when meat is not eaten to excess.’’

Dr. J.H. Kellogg remarks:—“It is interesting to note that scientif* 
ic men all over the world are awakening to the fact that the flesh of 
animals as food is not a pure nutriment, but is mixed with poisonous 
substances, excrementitious in character, which are the natural results 
of animal life. The vegetable stores up energy. It is from the vege­
table world—the coal and the wood—that the energy is derived which 
runs our steam engines, pulls our trains, drives our steamships, and 
does the work of civilization. It is from the vegetable world that all 
animals, directly or indirectly, derive the energy which is manifested 
by animal life through muscular and mental work. The vegetable 
builds up; the animal tears down. The vegetable stores up energy; the 
animal expends energy. Various waste and poisonous products 
result from the manifestation of energy, whether by the locomotive 
or the animal. The working tissues of the animal are enabled 
to continue their activity only by the fact that they are con­
tinually washed clean by the blood, a never-ceasing stream 
flowing through and about them, carrying away the poisonous 
products resulting from their work as rapidly as they are formed. 
The venous blood owes its character to these poisons, which 
are removed by the kidneys, lungs, skin and bowels. The 
flesh of a dead animal contains a great quantity of these poisons, 
the elimination of which ceases at the instant of death, although their 
formation continues for sometime after death. An eminent French 
surgeon recently remarked that ‘ beaf-tea is a veritable solution of
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poisons’. Intelligent physicians everywhere are coming to recognize 
these facts, and to make a practical application of them.” ,

Here again you see we have no lack of evidence and many quo­
tations with regard to the introduction of poisons into the system 
through flesh food are not from the vegetarian doctors, but from those 
who still hold it right to eat sparingly of corpses, but yet have studied 
to some extent the science of the matter. It should be remembered 
that dead flesh can never be in a condition of perfect health, because 
decay commences at the moment when the creature is killed. All 
sorts of products are being formed in this process of retrograde change; 
all of these are useless and many of them are positively dangerous and 
poisonous. In the ancient scriptures of the Hindus we find a very,re­
markable passage, which refers to the fact that even in India some of 
the lower castes had at that early period commenced to feed on flesh. 
The statement made is that in ancient times only three diseases exist­
ed, one of which was old age; but that now since people had commen­
ced to eat flesh seventy-eight new diseases had arisen. This shows us 
that the idea that disease might come from the devouring of corpses 
has been recognized for thousands of years.

Third.—Because man is not naturally made to be carnivorous, and 
therefore this horrible food is not suited to him. Here again let me 
give a few quotations to show you what authorities are ranged upon 
our side in this matter. Baron Cuvier himself writes: “  The natural 
food of man, judging from his structure, consists of fruit, roots and ve­
getables;" and Professor Ray tells u s: “Certainly man was never made 
to be a carnivorous animal.” Sir Richard Owen, B.R.S., writes :— 

Anthropoids and all the quadrumana derive their alimentation from 
fruits, grains, and other succulent vegetable substances, and the strict 
analogy which exists between the structures of these animals and that 
of man clearly demonstrate his frugivorous nature.”

Another Bellow of the Royal Society, Professor Wm. Lawrence, 
writes:—The teeth of man have not the slightest resemblance to 
those of carnivorous animals, and whether we consider the teeth, 
jaws, or the digestive organs, the human structure closely resembles 
that of the frugivorous animals. ”

Once more, Dr. Spencer Thompson remarks:—“ No philanthro­
pist would dispute that man ought to live on vegetarian diet and 
Dr. Sylvester Graham writes : “ Comparative anatomy proves that 
man is naturally a frugivorous animal, formed to subsist upon 
fruits, seeds, and farinaceous vegetables.”

The desirability of the vegetarian diet will of course need no 
argument for any who believe in the inspiration of the Scriptures, for 
it will be remembered that God in speaking to Adam while in the 
Garden of Eden, said : “ Behold, I have given you every herb 
bearing seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every:tree 
in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed ; to you it will be for
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meat.” It was Only after the fall of man, when death came into the 
world, that a more degraded idea of feeding came along with i t ; and 
If now we hope to rise again to Edenic conditions we must surely 
commence by abolishing unnecessary slaughter performed In order to 
supply us with horrible and degrading food.

Fourth.— Because men are stronger and better on a vegetarian 
diet. I know very well how people say, “ You will be so weak if 
you do not eat dead flesh." As a matter of fact, this is absolutely 
untrue. I do not know whether there may be any people who find 
themselves weaker on a diet of vegetables ; but I do know this, that 
in many athletic contests recently the vegetarians have proved 
themselves the strongest and the most enduring, as for example in the 
recent cycling races in Germany where all those who took high places 
in the race were vegetarians. There have been many such trials, and 
they show that, other things being equal, the man who takes pure food 
succeeds better. We have to face facts, and in this case the facts are 
ranged entirely on one side, as against foolish prejudices and loath­
some lust on the other. The reason was plainly given quite recently 
by Dr. J. D. Craig who writes : “ Vigour of body is often boasted by 
flesh-eaters, particularly if they live most in the open air ; but there 
is this peculiarity about them, that they have not the endurance of 
vegetarians. The reason of this is that flesh meat is already on the 
downward path of retrograde change, and, as a consequence, its pres­
ence in the tissues is of short duration. The impetus given to it in the 
body of the animal from which it was taken is re-enforced by another 
impulse in the second one, and for these reasons what energy it does 
contain is soon given out and there are urgent demands for more to 
take its place. The flesh eater, then, may do large amounts of work 
in a short time if  well fed. He soon gets hungry, however, and when 
so becomes weak, On the other hand, vegetable products are of slow 
digestion ; they contain all of the original store of energy and no 
poisons ; their retrograde change is less rapid than meat, having just 
commenced ; and therefore their force is released more slowly with 
less loss, and the person nourished by them can work for a long time 
without food if  necessary and without discomfort. The people in 
Europe who abstain from flesh-meat are of the better and more 
intelligent class, and the subject of endurance has been approached 
and thoroughly investigated by them. In Germany and England a 
number of notable athletic contests that required endurance have 
been made between flesh eaters and vegetarians, with the result that 
the vegetarians have invariably come off victorious.”

We shall find, if we investigate, that this fact has been known 
for a very long time, for even in quite ancient history we find traces 
of it. It willjbe recollected that of all the tribes of Greeks the strongest 
and the most enduring, by universal admission and reputation, were 
the Spartans ; and the exceeding simplicity of their vegetable diet'is 
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n matter of common knowledge. Think, too, of the Greek athletes— 
those who prepared themselves with such care for the participation in 
the Olympian and Isthmian games. I f you will rend the classics you 
will find that these men who In their own line surpassed all the rest 
of the world lived upon figs, nuts, cheese, and maize. Then there 
were the Roman gladiators—men on whose strength depended their 
life and fame ; and yet we find that their diet consisted exclusively 
of barley cakes and o il; they knew well that this was the more 
strengthening food.

All these examples show us that the common and persistent 
fallacy that one must eat flesh in order to he strong, has no founds* 
tion in fact; indeed, the exact contrary is true. Charles Darwin 
remarked in one of his letters—“ The most extraordinary workers I 
ever saw, the laborers in the mines of Chili, live exclusively on 
vegetable food, including many seeds of leguminous plants. Of the 
same miners Sir Francis Head writes : “ It is usual for the copper 
miners of Central Chili to carry loads of ore of 200 pounds weight up 
eighty perpendicular yards twelve times a d ay; and their diet is 
entirely vegetarian ; a breakfast of figs and small loaves of bread, 
| dinner of boiled beans, and a supper of roasted wheat."

Mr. P. T. Wood in his “ Discoveries at Ephesus ” writes The 
Turkish porters in Smyrna often carry' from four hundred to six 
hundred pounds weight on their backs, and the captain one day point* 
ed out to me one of his men who had carried an enormous bale of 
merchandise weighing 800 pounds up an incline into an upper ware­
house; so that with this frugal diet their .strength was unusually great.

Of these same Turks Sir Win. Fairbaim has said “ The Turk 
can live and fight where soldiers of any other nationality would starve. 
His simple habits, his abstinence from intoxicating liquors and his 
normal vegetarian diet, enable him to suffer the greatest hardships 
and to exist on the scantiest and simplest of foods.**

1 myself can hear witness to the enormous strength displayed by 
the vegetarian Tamil coolies of the South of India, for I have frequent­
ly seen them carry loads which astonished me. I remember in one 
case standing upon the deck of a steamer, and watching one of these 
coolies take an enormous case upon his back and walk slowly but 
steadily down a plank to the shore with it and deposit it in a shed. 
The captain standing by me remarked with surprise, “ Why, it took four 
English labourers to get that case on board in the docks in London !*'
I  have also seen another of these coolies after having had a grand 
piano put on his back, carry it unaided for a considerable distance, yet 
these men are entirely vegetarian, for they live chiefly upon rice and 
water, with perhaps occasionally a little tamarind for flavouring.

On this same subject Dr, Alexander Haig, whom we have already 
quoted, writes : “ The effect of getting free from uric acid has been to 
make my bodily powers quite as great as they were fifteen years ago ;
I scarcely believe that even fifteen years ago I could have undertaken
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the exercise in which I now indulge with absolute Impunity— with 
freedom from fatigue and distress at t h e  time and stiffn e ss  n e x t  day. 
Indeed, I o ften  say that it is impossible now to tire me, and relatively 
I believe this is tru e." T his distinguished physician became a vegeta­
rian because from his study of the diseases caused by the presence of 
uric acid in the system , he discovered that flesh-eating was the chief 
source o f this d eadly poison. Another very interesting point which he 
mentions is that his change of diet brought about in him a distinct 
change o f disposition—‘that whereas before he found himself constant­
ly nervous and irritable, he now became much steadier and calmer 
and less angry ; he ve ry  fu lly  realizes that this was d u e  to  th e  change 
in his diet.

I f  we require any further evidence we have it close to our hand 
in the animal kingdom . W e shall observe that there the carnivora 
are not the strongest, but that a ll the work o f the world is done by 
the herbivora-—by horses, mules, oxen, elephant^ and camels. We 
do not find that m en can utilize the lion or the tiger, or that the 
strength o f these savage flesh eaters is at all equal to that of those who 
assimilate d irectly  from the vegetable kingdom.

F i f t h .— Because the eating o f dead bodies leads to indulgence in 
drink and increases anim al passions in man. Mr. H. B. Fowler, who has 
studied and lectured on dipsomania for forty years, declares that the 
use o f flesh foods, by the excitation which it exercises on the nervous 
system, prepares the way for habits o f intemperance in every th ing; and 
the more flesh is consum ed, the more serious is the danger for confirm­
ed alcoholism. M any experienced physicians have made similar experi­
ments, and w isely  act on them in their treatment o f dipsomaniacs. 
The lower p art o f  m an 's nature is undoubtedly intensified by the 
habit o f  feedin g upon corpses. E ven  after eating a full meal o f such 
horrible m aterial a man still feels dissatisfied, for he is still conscious 
of a vague uncom fortable sense o f want, and consequently he suffers 
greatly from nervous strain. T his craving is simply the hunger o f 
the bodily tissues, which cannot be renewed by the poor stuff offered 
to them as food. T o  satisfy this vague craving, or rather to appease 
these restless nerves so that it w ill no longer be felt, recourse is 
often had to stim ulants. Som etim es alcoholic beverages are taken ; 
sometimes an attem pt is made to  allay these feelings with black 
coffee ; and at other tim es strong tobacco is used in the endeavour to 
soothe the irritated and exhausted nerves. H ere we have the 
beginning o f intem perance, for in the vast majority o f cases intempe­
rance began in  the attem pt to allay with alcoholic stimulants the 
vague uncom fortable sense o f want which follows the eating o f 
impoverished food— food that does not feed. There is no doubt, 
whatever, that drunkenness, and all the poverty, wretchedness, 
disease and crim e associated with it, m ay very frequently be traced 
to errors o f  feeding. W e might follow  out this line o f thought 

indefinitely. W e m ight speak o f the irritability, occasionally
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culminating in insanity, which is now acknowledged by all authorities 
to be a frequent result of erroneous feeding. We might mention a 
hundred familiar symptoms of indigestion, and explain that indigestion 
is always the result of incorrect feeding. Surely, however, enough 
has been said to indicate the importance and far-reaching influence of 
a pure idiet upon the welfare of the individual and of the race.

Mr. Bramwell Booth, the Chief of the Salvation Army, has 
issued a pronunciamento upon this subject of vegetarianism, in which 
he speaks very strongly and decidedly in its favour, giving a list of 
not less than nineteen good reasons why men should abstain from 
the eating of flesh. He insists strongly that a vegetarian diet is 
necessary to purity, to chastity and to the perfect control of the 
appetites and passions which are so often the source of great 
temptation. He also remarks that the growth of meat-eating among 
the people is one of the causes of the increase of drunkenness and 
that it also favours indolence, sleepiness, want of energy, indigestion, 
constipation and other like miseries and degradations. He also 
states that eczema, piles, worms, dysentery, and severe headaches are 
frequently brought on by flesh diet, and that he believes the great 
increase in consumption and cancer during the last hundred years to 
have been caused by the great increase in the use of animal food.

Sixth.— Because the vegetable diet is in every way cheaper as 
well as better than the flesh. In the encyclical just mentioned Mr, 
Booth gives us one of his reasons for advocating it, that “ A  vegetarian 
diet of wheat, oats, maize, and other grains, lentils, peas, beans, nuts 
and similar food, is more than ten times as economical as a flesh diet. 
Meat contains half its weight in water, which has to be paid for as 
though it were meat. A vegetable diet, even if we allow cheese, 
butter and milk, will cost only about a quarter as much as a mixed 
diet of flesh and vegetables. Tens of thousands of our poor people, 
who have now the greatest difficulty to make ends meet after buying 
flesh food, would, by the substitution of fruit and vegetables and other 
economical foods, be able to get along in comfort.”

There is also another economic side to this question which must 
not be ignored. Note how many more men could be supported by a 
certain number of acres of land which were devoted to the growing of 
wheat, than by the same amount of land which was laid out in pasture. 
Think, too, for how many more men healthy work upon the land 
would be found in the former case than in the latter; and I think you 
will begin to see that there is a very great deal to be said from this 
point of view also.

C. W. IfKADBSATBR,
[To H concluded^
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F A IT H  A S  A  P R O P E L L IN G  FORCE IN EVOLUTION. 

[Continued fr o m  p. 152.]

HE who believes in many lives lias an immense advantage in 
deciding what line of action to pursue and whereon to build 

his faith. Sometimes one finds withinhimself convictions as to what 
principle he wishes to sustain and yet this seeming line of least 
resistance proves to be a difficult one ; but here comes in the expla­
nation that this principle was theoretically developed in other lives 
and must be practically demonstrated in this.

In some other life, a man desired and meditated upon, let us 
say, purity. He dwelt in seclusion afar from temptation, and let 
his thought dwell upon his favorite theme until he seemed to be­
come what he aspired to be. Rebirth brought him into circumstan­
ces that would test the strength of his theory, give him opportuni­
ties for practice, for practice must always follow theory : first theory, 
then practice ; first thought, then action ; first think out the life, 
then live it. Now, life in what we call the world is very different 
from life in seclusion, and the man who has theoretical purity is 
sadly put about to practically sustain it. And so he is swayed and 
tempted, is surprised and shocked at his weakness, loses faith in his 
resolution and makes mistakes in conduct.

One who knows that he has lived before and who grasps the 
reason of the difference between his theoretical desire and its 
practical fulfilment is not discouraged. Recognizing that strength is 
developed by withstanding, he does not cast away his ideal because 
in him it is apparently a failure, but holding to his old faith and 
using his best judgment in the adjustment of means to ends he 
gradually becomes what he aspires to be, vindicates theory by 
practice.

Seeing only one life a man might conclude that there was ft 
regular order of experiences to go through, but seeing many he may 
conclude that some of the necessary steps toward perfection in any 
line have been traced in other lives, and that he need not retrace them 
in this unless the evidence is convincing that they form a part of the 
duty of his present position. Now between theoretical and practical 
purity—since weare considering that principle— there lies a vast space 
for intermediate work, and this is the field for analytical thought. 
We will say that one’s ideal is purity, that he aspires to become his 
ideal and theoretically is devoted to it. But he must face himself 
with the practical question as to how far he is pure; he has to learn 
to be, not only to think, and this becoming applies forcibly to the 
physical plane. If he is going to think aud voice purity he must 
also physically manifest purity—otherwise he will be a refutation of his



2i<4 The Theosophist. [January

own theory—and to do this he must let his mind work in the inter­
mediate field of analytical thought and discover wherein he is fail in o- 
to practically effect what he desires.

He must consider physical purity, internal as well as external, 
and in doing this the question of food will naturally present itself. 
His analytical thinking will tell him that his physical body is built 
of food and that what is built of certain materials will give out the 
qualities of those materials; a house built of pine logs will give out 
the quality of the pine, and the case is no different with the physi­
cal house. He will take care that his house shall be clean inside 
and out and will use his best judgment to effect cleanliness by con­
sidering what he takes into his house and what order is maintained 
within it. *

Analysing the subject of physical purity will show him the 
importance and the best way of preserving physical health by 
physical means, and these he will not neglect because of finding 
greater gratification in theoretical thinking. The life of evolving 
man is daily upon three planes, the physical, the astral and the 
mental; andaction, feeling andthought—representing these planes— 
must be considered severally as well as together. Thought we know 
is master, but feeling and action are servants, and a wise master 
must have a practical as well as a theoretical control over those who 
serve him. A master who disregards and abuses his servants— 
whether ignorantly or knowingly—is acting against his own best 
interests, and in this respect, one who injures his own body by im­
proper attention or by forcing upon it that which is not for its 
welfare is doing the same thing.

And here, too, faith will be the propelling force for accomplish­
ment, for holding to his ideal by faith, one will enter the field of 
analytical thought and consider the best way of effecting in himself 
the desired purity. Success will surely crowu his rational and de­
termined efforts, for his ideal is borrowed from the storehouse of 
nature and represents a reality. Any other principle may be worked 
out in the same way and may become what he aspires to be.

There is no more inspiring conception than that of faith as a 
sure forerunner of knowledge, and faith in oneself is the most 
reliable form of faith. To believe in oneself, in one’s own inherent 
powers, is the firmest foundation to build upon, because it is the 
only foundation that one may feel absolutely sure of. When the 
truth that man and his Maker are essentially one is added to this 
belief, the rock of reality is that upon which man builds by faith. 
Then it is that he goes steadily forward, becoming gradually 
‘‘ master of facts, of men, of everything save his own divinity.”

It is the man who fixes his life, his work upon this basis who 
succeeds, whose life becomes a series of successes and whose evolu­
tion is rapid in proportion to the strength of his faith, the determi­
nation of his thought and the persistency of his action, looking tq
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divinity within himself, recognizing the marvellous truth that the 
Divine Spirit is all-pervading, and that his own life, his own 
consciousness is a part of the greater life, the wider consciousness— 
to become manifested within himself in greater and greater degree 
as he opens up the way— he foresees the next step forward that will 
be the wise one for him, thinks out the details of his plan of action, 
and fearlessly carries out his purpose, sustained by the assurance 
that it is based upon the highest knowledge of good possible to him 
at the time and therefore right as far as he is concerned.

In connection with others, the effect of his course of action 
may appear to be wrong, and this new consideration will call for 
another analysis of the case and perhaps a change of conduct. But 
nevertheless the initial course was right for him, at the time, 
because it was the result of the clearest power of perception, the ablest 
discrimination and the most effective action that his mind could 
then conceive of and direct. He will not have lost by a mistake— 
however much appearauces may be to the contrary—because the 
process of thought and action was an expression of his best ability 
and unfortuitous results clarify his mental vision and produce a 
further expansion of consciousness that will lead to better results. 
His store of knowledge has been added to and a repetition of the 
case will find him well prepared to meet it.

It has been said that every failure is success, and so it is, in the 
sense in which 1 have just dealt with the subject; a man learns 
wise lessons from his failures, and the purpose of all experience is 
the evolution of wisdom. For that reason, a wise man looks back 
upon his failures with thankfulness, not with regret, for the lesson 
of failure is so sharp that it cuts deeper into memory than success, 
and memory rings out a warning when a similar danger threatens.
A man is never so near failure as when he believes that he has con­
quered and relaxes vigilance, but where he has failed, conscience is 
alert to remind him.

One’s whole store of sympathy is the essence of past failures. 
No one can truly sympathise who has not passed through the very 
experience that draws out his compassion for another. His past 
failures become sanctified when because of them, because of the 
memory of the heartache, the regret, the disgrace that accompanied 
them, he may stand beside another in a similar hour of trial and 
give sympathy and help because he once stood there himself and 
knows the need. The spectre of remorse, of sorrow, of disgrace> 
gives place to the angel of mercy when the need of another calls 
out a sympathetic response, because memory vibrates to one’s own 
old-time need.

The consciousness of this life may not necessarily register the 
-past circumstance, but the fact that sympathy rushes out to another 
is proof that the immortal man—the Ego, wherein is stored the 
memory of all lives—holds a similar circumstance in his record of
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the past. If there were no other explanation of the distressing 
problem of suffering than that it brings about the evolution of 
sympathy, one’s mind would turn iu reverent submission to the divine 
source of all things aud bathed in a holy recognition of the infinite 
wisdom acknowledge the wondrous loveliness of Sympathy whose 
other name is truly Divine Dove.

Faith is the first evidence of inherent force arousing from latency 
into activity. The first manifestation of a new impulse from the 
divine life pushing from within outwards is by faith. All growth is 
from within, aud whether it be the stalk of wheat developing from 
the grain, or the upright man developing from the divine seed that is 
the centre of his being, the process is the same.

Physical Science acknowledges that growth is brought about 
by action and reaction between an object and its environ­
ment, but whence comes the power that permits of the expansion 
that we call growth, that allows an object to move in the direction 
of that which arouses it, is not included in its explanations. 
The law of attraction tends toward expansion, the law of 
repulsion toward contraction, but the source of both is a central 
point and this central point is the divine life welling up at the 
heart of every form. Each form is a smaller or a larger ex­
pression of the one life, the one consciousness, the universal spirit 
of unity in which the separate forms exist; the whole power of life 
lies latent at the heart of every atom and this latent power will in the 
course of evolution become active power. The divine seed, holding 
within itself in potentiality the fulness of perfect life, will as surely 
evolve into the perfected image of its generator, as will the apple 
seed become the perfect fruit, the human germ the perfect human 
being.

Because of this divine seed which is the spirit of man, all power, 
all love, all kuowledge—the three phases of the Divine Trinity—lie 
hidden within himself, and if this seed is to grow, it must follow the 
course of every other seed, respond to external stimuli and bring 
out from latency into activity its divine powers. Physical life res­
ponds to physical stimuli, astral—or emotional—life to astral stimuli, 
mental life to mental stimuli. The force of attraction from 
another body draws the life from its centre outwards ; the force of 
repulsion sends it back to refuge in its owu centre; centrifugal 
force and centripetal force in co-operation maintain equilibrium and 
orderly progression.

Faith is the first advancebf consciousness toward greater attain­
ment. Perception catches a glimpse of something that appeals to 
the mind as desirable and faith ventures out toward it. Sometimes 
faith goes joyously, sometimes wearily, sometimes fearingly; the 
way appears indistinct, because it is unknown to the one who ven­
tures, but in reality it lies through a region that is peopled and 
protected and only seemingly obscure because the eye of faith sees
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but dimly. little  by little the fact that one never’stands ’ alone or 
walks unattended becomes evident and then belief fortifies faith'and 
gradually gives place to knowledge.

As long as one fails to realize that the kingdoms of Nature are 
not limited by the extent of his individual consciousness, he may 
imagine himself alone and unaided; but after he has persisted and 
achieved he will look back and see things differently. Though he 
believed himself to be standing or going forward alone, he has only 
done so as do children learning to stand or to walk, not because 
there are none to tend them but because it is better that their 
strength should be developed in that way. Those who have had 
sufficient faith to go forward when they seemed to go alone and have 
known the strength that developed in the effort, see the wisdom of 
the past and are prepared to attempt greater achievement for the 
future. Rejoicing in the strength and the knowledge that is the 
outcome of past struggles, they would not choose to go back if the 
way might be retrod and alter the old conditions, lest the compara­
tive result might be less independence of character.

Nature is wise in her methods and her laws may be known and 
followed if one will but try to perceive them. When one has grasped 
the law that all growth is from within outwards and looks to 
the hidden centre for the source of life, he may gather up his forces 
within himself and direct them, knowing that they will surely 
follow the path that he marks out for them and achieve the end 
that he has in view.

It is those who look to Nature and who work in harmony with 
her who are truly successful. When one understands that Nature, like 
man, is threefold and'that physical nature—and therefore pl^sical 
law—is only one phase of her manifestation, he is not a slave to 
physical conditions when they seem to impede his progress, but 
turning to the subtler side of things and learning something of the 
laws that govern the astral and mental phases of the threefold 
composition he continues his advance by other methods. All that 
is necessary for his safety is that he shall observe the workings of 
universal laws and try to put himself in harmony with these laws; 
in harmony with them, he is above failure ; in opposition to them 
he will be bruised and broken by their resistless force.

And harmony is itself the greatest of these laws. He whose 
threefold life— physical, moral and mental—is attuned to harmony is 
linked in harmonious sequence with the greater harmony of worlds 
and suns and universes that stretch out in infinite* relation and 
whose common source of life is the Divine Essence that inter­
penetrates all things great and small. Called by various names 
this essence of life is the indisputable proof of the presence1 of Deity 
in all things. Forms uprise and change and disappear in.other 
forms, enclosing smaller or larger portions of the infinite threefold 
life, but the life itself is changeless. They who look to the life 

4
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adapting form to the best expression possible to them at any given 
time, may go onward fearlessly, knowing that because Divine Life 
is present at every point, Divine Consciousness is there also in full 
cognizance of them however much form may limit their response, 
And this is a thought cn wbicb f§ build Quq’s faith without a 
possibility of failure,

Annie C, McQueen,

PHILOSOPHICAL JAIN ISM  V IE W E D  I N  TH E  L IG H T  O F  

HINDUISM AN D M ODERN SCIEN CE .

TAINISM is one of those ancient religions which stretch so far 
back into the past that all attempts to determine their origin 

and history are at most only a mass of guesses. It had been for a 
very long time believed that this faith was only an offshoot of 
Buddhism with which it seems to have so much in common,

Lassen, Weber, M. Barth and other eminent European scholars 
relying principally on the opinion of the famous Chinese traveller 
Htien Thsang who is considered an authority on so many things in 
Indian history, held this view. But a new light dawned upon the 
subject with the arrival of Dr. Buhler and Jacob in the arena of 
controversy.

They have discovered facts which tend to place this religion 
without question as far back as the time of the illustrious Buddha— 
if not earlier. It is now said that ‘‘ the two religions—Jainism and 
Buddhism— flowed in parallel streams for loug centuries until 
Buddhism declined, while Jainism still continues to be a living 
religion in some parts of India.”

The most important fact illustrative of the ancient origin of 
Jainism is that Mahavir—one of the greatest saints of the Jains and 
regarded outside the pale of Jainism as the founder of that faith— 
was a contemporary of Buddha and allusions to him and his works 
have been discovered in the ancient literature of the Buddhists, It 
has been alleged that Mahavir was the son of Siddhartha of Kunda- 
grama and belonged to the clan of Jnatrika Kshatriya, These two 
words are identical with Kotigrama—a place visited by Buddha and 
Natikas spoken of in the Buddhistic literature. Besides, Mahavir’s 
mother, Trisala, was the sister of Kataka— ruler of Vaisale, whose 
daughter was married to the Bimbasar—the King of Magadha. 
Mahavir was like his father a Kasapa and was called Jflatriputra or 
Vardhmana. He took the religious vow at the age of 28 years and 
became a Tirthakar after a series of self-mortifications for twelve 
years. He was at the head of a class of ascetics called Neganthas 
(without clothing) which embraced a large number of followers and
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was found chiefly in Vaisale in the time of Buddha. In the 
Buddhistic literature, Mahavir is mentioned by the name of Nata- 
putra and the head of the Neganthas. Thus it has been shown that 
he was a contemporary of Buddha and the religion which he pro­
pounded was independent of Buddhism. If we rely on the assertion 
of Dr. Colebrook and others, the date of this faith is thrown still 
further back, z>., to the 9th century B.C., as they attribute its origin 
to Parasnath who could not have lived later than that time, accord­
ing to them.

Notices of this sect as existing in the time of Megasthenes, which 
were recorded by Strabo and Arrian, are another proof of its 
antiquity. The Negantha order of the ascetics existed as far back 
as the 6th century B.C.

Recently the inscriptions dated 78 A.D., discovered on the 
pedestal of Jain statues at Madura, prove, according to Dr. Buhler, 
that the Swetamber sect of the Jains existed in the first century A.D.

Such is, in brief, the evidence illustrative of the antiquity of 
Jainism. Having established its claim to be reckoned as one among 
the ancient religions of India, I proceed to deal with its philosophic 
aspect in contradistinction to its ritualistic and mythological sides. 
But before I proceed further, it may not be out of place to remark 
that as in Hinduism or Buddhism, there is in it a great diversity of 
views even on most vital doctrines and principles, and this can be 
accounted for in no other way than that there was a great liberty of 
thought among the adherents of the religion, and that the spirit of 
persecution towards all those who differed from them in views on 
religious points, which characterized the religion of Christ and which 
so shabbily marred the records of its propagation, was conspicuous by 
its absence. It is a fact that a religion which is not built about the 
person of a man, as Christianity, and Mahomedanism are, naturally 
allows a great latitude of thought to exist among its followers, and 
possesses in itself a vitality and strength which outlast all attacks on 
the lives of its saints.

Jainism is one of such impersonal religions, and the belief that 
it recognizes twenty-four Tirthankars, does not in the least shake 
it off this position. It does not limit the number of its saints but 
boldly asserts that every one who possesses qualifications required 
for saintship, can climb up to that position. In Christianity and 
Mahomedanism, if  you demolish the lives of their prophets, falsify 
and refute their views, you pull down the edifice of the religions, while 
in Hinduism and Jainism, such attacks on the lives and teachings of 
particular personalities do not tend in the least to weaken their 
strength. The starting point in Jainism is a belief in Tattvas or 
predicaments, which exhaust all the existences of the world. Just as 
Sankhya has attempted to sum up all existences under twenty-five, or 
Kanada under seven or Goutama under sixteen categories, the Jain
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philosophers have similarly classified all things, but this division of 
the number of categories varies with different writers as in the case 
of the Hindu philosophers. Some recognize only two predicaments— 

Jiva (soul) and Ajiva (non-soul); others, fivz—Jiva (soul), Akash 
(ether), Dharma (merit), Adhaima (demerit) and Pudgalt (bodies); 
others again, seven—-Jiva, Ajiva, Asrava (movements of the soul), 
Bandha (bondage), Nirgara (elimination of all desires) and Moksha 
(liberation). These seven principles are extended to nine by some 
other philosophers who add Dharma (merit) and Adhaima (demerit)) 
to them. Thus we perceive that there is a diversity of opinions 
among the writers on the very, vital doctrines of the religion, and the 
writer does not find it an easy task to construct out of these conflict* 
ing views a system equally acceptable to all as embracing the funda­
mental truths. This difficulty is aggravated to a certain extent by 
the b̂ifurcation of the Jains into two branches—Digamberas (sky-clad) 
and Swetamberas (white-clad).

These two principal divisions of Jains, Swetamberas and Digam* 
beras—though mostly concurrent on fundamental doctrines of religion» 
differ from each other on the matters of details which may be thus
summed up.

Digamberas.
(1) Idols are naked.
(2) Belief in 16 heavens and

100 Indras.
(3) Their Gurus eat in open

hands.
(4) iThey don’t consider brush,

water pot, &c,, necessary.
(5) They admit all Angas as

works of Tirthankars.
(6) No woman can obtain

Moksha.

Swetamberas.
(1) Idols are clad.
(2) 12 heavens and 64 Indras.
(3) Their Gurus eat from

utensils.
(4) Their Gurus carry brush,

water pot, &c.
(5) They consider Angas as

works of the Chelas of 
Tirthankars.

(6) A woman is entitled to
Moksha.

Difficult and embarrassing as the task is, I have tried my best to 
present to the reader in as lucid and perspicuous a manner as I can, 
the common and underlying features of all these views and have 
accordingly divided the subject under four heads,— (1) Cosmology
(2) Psychology, (3) Eschatology and (4) Theology.

COSMOLOGY.

The world according to the Jains, as according to the Nyayakas 
and Vaisheshikas of the Hindu philosophy, is made up of atoms 
which are eternal. The atoms simplê and indivisible and unextend* 
ed particles of matter, appear in the combinations of two, three, four, 
&c., thus constituting the objects of the world, and a reverse process 
resolves the compounds into their ultimate forms. The Pudgals or 
compounds are the bodies formed by the mutual separation and 
conjunction of eh atoms.i In the formation of the world, they do not 
yecognize the agency of God, and deny His existence. Just as the
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tree springs from the seed and the seed from the tree, the cycles of 
evolution and involution, perpetually in operation, produce the 
world.

Even at the time of the Pralaya or the dissolution of the 
Universe, all the objects though divested of their gross bodies, exist 
in subtle forms—the germs involving potentialities for future 
manifestation which takes place again in the order regulated by the 
cosmic laws. The immense periods of time which govern the world 
are — Utsaipani and Apasarpani— being in the form of a snake seen 
once from tail to head and once from head to tail. In these two 
cycles of ever-recurring times, things elevate or degenerate in a 
graduated order. In the Utsarpani period, we are gradually led from 
worse to excellent through six stages, in the other the case is 
reversed. The six stages of the Utsarpani period are (i) bad-bad, (2) 
bad, (3) bad-good, (4) good-bad, (5) good, (6) good-good. The 
other is a descending cycle from excellent to worst, viz., (1) good- 
good, (2) good, (3) good-bad, (4) bad-good, (5) bad, (6) bad-bad. 
While in the first cycle, the age and stature of man increases, in the 
second we have only degeneration in all respects. A Kalpa or Kal- 
chakra is said to be completed when these two cycles are run out. 
We are at present in the fifth stage, i.e., bad, of the descending cycle 
and have probably to face a worse time.

These cycles should be considered analogous to the Hindu 
divisions of time into Sat-yuga (Golden age), Traita-yuga (Silver 
age), Dwapar-yuga (Copper age) and Kali-yuga (Iron age), in which 
we are placed at present. The duration of each is said to be respec­
tively 1,728,000 ; 1,296,000 ; 8,64,000 ; and 4,32,000 years of man’s life. 
All these four periods taken together amount to 4,320,000 years of 
man and make up one Mahâ-yuga. The decreasing length of these 
periods or yugas, indicate a corresponding physical and moral degen­
eration in the people who live during each age. From the analogy 
it will be perceived that while the Jains believe in two periods of 
time, the Hindus have four and the elevation and degeneration of 
man are to a large extent dependent on the age in which they 
happen to live. It is a strange coincidence that both the Hindus 
and the Jains call the present times bad and predict still worse times 
to come.

PSYCHOLOGY.

Next we come to the doctrine of soul. The soul in its own 
nature or Parnamika state is pure intelligence. It may not be out of 
place to remark here that in all philosophical systems of first rank 
either Indian, Greek or any other, the nature of soul is represented
to be pure intelligence. In the Vedanta Sutras, (Jnota-
èyva) it is intelligence only, and means the same ; so it may be said 
without hesitation that the Jain philosophy represents a highly 
developed phase of thought on this point. Though pure intelligence*
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in its own nature, it (soul) appears in the world clouded over, as it 
were, by the influence of sin and vice and apparently contaminated 
by the foulness of actions. This does not mean that it is over­
powered by sin, and its concomitants. I f the clouds obscuring the 
view of the sun be said to be overpowering the sun, this assertion 
would also be true, but as the first view is not correct, the other 
cannot hold good. The soul in reality is free and unbound but 
appears to our obscured vision, bound and trammelled. This is just 
the view of the Sankhya and the Vedanta— the t wo highly-developed 
systems of philosophy.

The Jains proceed to give an elaborate exposition of the different 
states of the soul.

(1) The Aupasamika state which is attained when the soul is 
thoroughly purified of all its actions, the effects of the past actions 
are exhausted and no new actions arise to bind it. This state may 
aptly be compared to that of water when all its sediments have 
settled down to the bottom and it stands still sparkling in its native 
clearness.

(2) The Kshayika state which is the state of final emancipa­
tion.

(3) * The Misra state of the soul represents it as partly pure and 
partly impure just as unfiltered water.

(4) The Audayika state is that in which actions arise, exerting* 
an influence on the future and thus leading from birth to birth.

In its own nature, it is pure intelligence but in the world it 
appears iu one of these states whether happy or unhappy.

Having mentioned the several states of the souls, I now proceed 
to give their divisions in which they are classified in respect of the 
creation. They are divided into Samanasika (with an internal sense) 
or Atnanasika (without that sense). The former possesses the power 
of apprehension, talking, acting and receiving instructions, the latter 
are without that power.

Those that are without this internal organ, are subdivided into 
Trisa (mobile or locomotive) and Sihavar (immobile). The former 
are furnished with at least two senses, touch and taste, as shell-fish» 
Worms, &c., and are divided into those possessing two senses, those 
possessing three senses, those four, and those five. The latter, such 
as earth, water, fire, air, trees, &c., possess only one sense, touch.

From what has been stated, it is clear that all creation is instinct 
with soul or jiva—from the solid stone to the highest evolved man— 
the difference being only iu the expression and manifestation which 
the soul assumes.

Now I shall proceed to state the manner in which the souls 
manifest themselves—sometimes rising as high and noble as an Arhat 
who, with one unbounded vision looks over the whole Universe and 
is endowed with infinite wisdom, knowledge and power ; and at other
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times, falling as low and degraded as the veriest worm that crawls 
unperceived under our foot. The soul possesses a natural impulse 
or tendency to act—technically called Asrava—by which actions and 
their consequences flow in upon the soul just as a door opening into 
the water, causes a stream to descend through it. Another 
simile given to illustrate the action of Asrava is : Just as a wet cloth 
absorbs the dust thrown upon it by wind from every direction, even 
so the soul saturated with previous actions, takes in the actions 
poured in upon it by the stream of Asrava, by its manifold points 
of contact with the body. Again, just as a heated piece of iron 
absorbs all the water thrown on it, so the Jiva or soul, burning hot 
with the previous sins, receives from all sides the actions brought to 
it by Asrava. Asrava, also called Yoga in Jain phraseology, the 
natural tendency of the soul to act, is two-fold, good and evil. Now 
this is the basis of morality—the suppression of the impulses leading 
to evil and the entertainment of those towards good. It will be 
highly interesting to know that in modern times the basis of 
morality—which had been shifting from point to point from time 
immemorial—has been determined on similar lines by German 
philosophers. Kant, with whom dawned a new era in the realm of 
philosophy, started the work which was brought to its completion and 
perfection by the transcendent genius of his disciple, Schopenhauer.

The basis of morality has been fixed upon the denial of the will. 
Will—the natural tendency to act— has two impulses, towards good, 
and evil. The evil impulse, called the affirmation of the will, tends 
to egoism, selfishness, ill-treatment of others, &c., and the good one 
is wishing well to others and meaning one’s own ill, or in other words, 
it denies the natural impulses of our passions or senses towards enjoy­
ments and regulates its action so as to do good to others even at the 
expense of one’s own good. Now viewing the matter in this light, 
the good Asrava is the denial of the will, and the evil one the affir­
mation of it. This strange harmony of the Jain philosophy on the 
subject of morality with the modern thoughts of the highest philos­
ophers speaks volumes for the genius and intellectual attainments 
of the Gymnosophists who had perfected this theory centuries 
before Kant and Schopenhauer were born. The Asrava expresses 
itself by body, speech or mind, either good or evil. The good one 
will tend to truth, right action, and noble thoughts, while the bad 
gives rise to vice, falsehood and evil thoughts, and so the causes of 
one’s merits and demerits, on which is shaped our future, are pro­
duced. The psychic tendency accompanied with other causes such 
as ‘ false intention,’ * non-difference,’ * carelessness ’ and * sin ’ bring 
on the bondages over the soul, which under their influence assumes 
various bodies. Bondages brought on the soul which is in its innate 
nature pure intelligence free from all blemishes, are of four kinds 
galled (i) Prakriti, (2) Sthithi, (3) Anubhava, (4) Pradesa—the first
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two, the result of ‘ false intention,' ‘ non-difference,' ‘ carelessness’ 
and sin, and the last two—the outcome of Asrava—the1 natural 
tendency of1 the soul to act.

(i) Prakiiti means the innate or natural qualities of a thing, 
such as bitterness or sweetness in a fruit. Its divisions are eight 
called Mulaprakriti—here described.

Avaran is the obscuring of the knowledge and intuition just 
as the cloud obscures the sun or a shade the lamp. It is interest­
ing to compare this Avaran with the similar conception in the Hindu 
philosophy. Patanjali describes it as the obstruction that clouds 
the mind from its innate nature of light (52, II., Yoga-Sutras). 
Again in the Vedanta philosophy it is also similarly described. “ As 
be whose eye is covered by a cloud thinks in his delusion that the 
sun is clouded and has lost its light, so that self which seems bound 
to him whose mind’s eye is blind, that self—essentially eternal 
consciousness—am I ” (Hastamalaka, Stotra X). This obstruction 
as viewed in respect of knowledge is Jnanavarana, the obstruction 
of knowledge; and in respect of objects, Darsanavaran, the 
obstruction of Intuition.

The next is Vadaniy, which produces mingled pleasure and pain 
by considering an object existing or not existing at the same time, 
as licking honey from the edge of a sword.

Mohniya—delusion causes want of faith in the Jain teaching 
and want of self-control, like intoxication, wickedness, &c.

Ayus—causes the bonds of the body, as a snare.
Namaji, or the name, is the cause of a variety of individual desig­

nations as, a carpenter makes a table.
Gotra—produces the idea of high or low, as a potter shapes 

his pots.
Antarya is an obstruction to one’s liberality as, a treasurer 

hinders the king by consideration of economy.
These are the divisions of the bondage produced by Pratk 

riti, and each of these is again subdivided into more minute 
parts, for which I refer the reader to the Jain texts, especially the 
Viiyanand.

The second bondage called Sthiti, is the perpetuation of the 
innate natures of the three bondages above described, viz,, 
Jnanavarana the obstruction to knowledge, Dananavarana, the ob­
struction to intuition, and Antarya, the obstruction to liberality, 
through immense periods of time. By it the nature of the things, 
such as sweetness in the milk of cows, &c., coldness in water, remains 
unaltered and unswerving.

The bondage called Anubhava is a special capacity in our 
bodies to produce the effects of our actions just as in the milk of 
the cow, buffalo, &c,, there is inherent a special capacity of produc­
ing the effect, according to the nature being poor or rich.

The fourth bondage called Pradcsa is described as “ the Bandha,
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which is the entrance into the different parts of the soul by the 
masses, made up of an endless number of parts, of the various bodies 
which are developed by the consequences of actions.” This bondage 
can be destroyed at a stroke while the others cannot.

These are the various kinds of bondages which shackle the soul 
and produce the phenomena of the world.

We have seen so far that the soul in its own nature is a pure 
intelligence but it is the influence of the bondages just described 
which hinders its real nature from expressing itself, as the clouds 
obstruct the view of the sun. Are there any means by which we can 
sweep aside these clouds and be face to face with the undying* 
eternal and enlivening Iyight which is our innermost nature ? 
Certainly there are means and they are in the power of man to com­
mand. They have been tried again and again by the sages of old 
and have been invariably found true. The radical cure for our 
ignorance—misery—the world in which we are confined and in which 
we are tossed and knocked about by the force of our bondages like a 
football, from birth to birth, is to stop—to gag as it were—the very 
source from which they proceed. The soul being emancipated from 
its bondages appears in its innate refulgence and glory.

Asrava has been described as the cause of our bondages,—the 
Innate psychic tendency towards good and evil, and Samvara is 
exactly the opposite. It stops the Asrava and unlooses the bondages 
forged upon the soul by the former. Samvara is literally closing, 

as Asrava is literally opening or giving rise to. The 
kernel of the entire philosophy of the Jains lies in these two words— 
Astava and Satnvata as has been also said by a learned Jain philos­
opher.

“ Asrava is the cause of mundane existence, Samvara is the cause 
of liberation ; this is the Arhat doctrine in brief; all else is only 
the amplification of this.”

To describe more elaborately, Samvara is stopping the stream of 
Asrava—the tendency to good and evil. It is divided into several 
classes. Gupti, Samiti, &c. Gupti, which relates to body, speech and 
mind, is the counter force to the impulse of the soul which causes 
the bondages of the world : Samiti is a conduct of life so as to ab­
stain from injury to all living beings. Here we are face to face with 
the root principle which so powerfully moulds the character of the 
millions of Jains. The motto of the Jains, Ahinsaparmo dharma— 
non-injury is the highest virtue—is built upon the adamantine basis 
of this truth. The extreme tenderness and pity displayed by the 
Jains, which are sometimes led to ludicrous extents, towards all 
living beings, are thus easily explainable. The Samiti is one of the 
strongest pillars of morality, and it will not be tedious if I attempt 
to dwell upon it a little longer. It is divided into five kinds—(i) 
Irya, (2) Bhasha-Samiti, (3) /ishana-Samiti, (4) Adana-Samiti, (5) 
Utsarga-Samiii.

5
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The first is abstaining from injury to living beings while walking 
in a public way.

The second regulates our speech in intercourse with others.
The third pertains to our food which should be free from 4a 

faults.
The fourth is, carefully examining the seat before we sit down, so 

as to avoid killing or injuring any worm, &c.
The fifth directs us to perform our bodily evacuations in a place 

free from all living beings.
The other divisions of Bamvara—the counteractants to Asrava 

—are, Parishaha, endurance as in taking a vow ; Yati-dharma, 
the 10 duties of the ascetic such as patience, gentleness, com* 
passion, & c.; Bhavana, the firm belief that worldly existences are 
not eternal ; Charitra, the pious observance of the practices pre­
scribed by the Jain shastras.

If Samvara stops the motion of the wheel of actions by means of 
these rules of conduct summing up the highest standard of morality 
Nirjara serves to burn up the effects of past actions by the heat of 
self-mortification, penances and other tortures of a stern self- 
abnegation. It aims at uprooting all potentialities either towards 
happiness or misery, and it is a firm conviction of all great schools 
of Indian philosophy that so long as there is the least trace of effects 
of action either kinetic or potential, left in a man, there can be no 
liberation or Moksha.

Nirjara is of two kinds—([Yathakala) temporary and (Aupakra• 
manika) ancillary. The former arises from the satisfaction of the 
desire, as one’s appetite is satisfied after a good meal, and though 
the appetite has become now lulled, it has not been uprooted—it lies 
dormant there and will assert itself again. This kind of Nirjara is 
also called Akamamara— without desire—because on the gratification 
of a passion, its desire, for the time being, appears as it were hbsent 
But the other kind which is Nirjara in the true sense of the word 
arises when by the sheer dint of austerities and self-mortifications, 
the ascetic altogether subdues his passions and desires under the 
overpowering sway of a higher desire after Moksha or liberation, and 
it is called Sakamaj with desire, because this desire is not for 
worldly gain but for liberation—the highest goal and destiny of man. 
These two means—the Samvarana and Nirjara which pave one’s way 
to liberation—may well be compared to the Patanjali-yoga and 
Hatha-yoga of the Hindu religion.

Now I proceed to treat of what are called the ‘ Three Gems ’ of 
the Jain religion, an united force for the elevation of soul to the 
realms of eternal bliss. They are Right Faith, Right Knowledge, 
and Right Conduct.

Right faith means a firm belief in the predicaments of the 
Jain philosophy as explained by the great Arhats ; in other words, %
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belief in their teachings, and this belief arises either from the innate 
capacities of a man or by the instruction of a Guru.

Right knowledge is a thorough and clear knowledge of the 
predicaments, Jiva, Ajiva, &c., according to their real nature ; and 
this knowledge has been divided into five classes, (a) Mati, 
(b) Sruta, (c) Avadhi, {d) Manas-paryaya, and (e) Kevala.

{a) By means of Mati one gains the knowledge of an external 
object through the agency of the senses and the mind.

(b) The higher stage of knowledge produced by Mati, all 
hindrances being removed, is Sruta.

(c) Avadhi is a knowledge obtained by ‘ Right faith/
{d) The clear unobstructed knowledge that we have of another’s 

thoughts—envy being away—is Manas-paryaya,
(e) Kevala is the highest, the ne plus ultra of knowledge which 

the ascetics strive after.
‘ Right conduct’ means giving up of all acts tending to vice, by a 

man armed with Right faith and knowledge. It is in short the 
entire relinquishment of all impulses and tendencies leading to evil. 
It is divided into five parts.

Akinsa— is abstaining from injuring life in any organic or inor-r
ganic thing by an act of recklessness and thoughtlessness.

Sunrita—is a speech characterised by politeness, veracity and 
benefit to others.

Astaya is abstinence from taking what does not belong to a man* 
Stealing is taking another’s property and the abstinence from such 
an act constitutes this vow.

Next is the vow of Brahmacharya (purity and chastity of life). 
It is the giving up of all desires of enjoyment either worldly or 
heavenly, in thought, speech and deed. This may be realised either 
by one’s own action or by one’s consent or by prevailing upon 
another to do so.

The Aparigtaha is the relinquishment of all interest in unreal 
things because such an interest, however delusive, is apt to lead to 
the perplexity and distraction of thought, such as the hoarding of 
money, &c*

Then follow the five modes of the mind favourable to the per­
formance of these five vows.

It may be remarked by the way that these five vows already 
stated are exactly those recommended by Patanjali in his Yoga 
Sutras in the 30th aphorism of the 2nd chapter, which I give here in 
original.

aifiEUI siWN ŝqfbW TO I
“ The five Yamas are Ahimsa,—non-killing, Satya —truthfulness, 

Aiteya—non-stealing, Brahmacharya—continence, or chastity, Apart- 
graha—non-receiving.

It may be said that these three doctrines, Right Faith, Right
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Knowledge and Right Conduct which respectively mean believing, 
implicitly in the teachings and ideals of the Jains, a thorough knowl­
edge of the several predicaments stated before and a firm observance 
of the rules of morality which were covered, by the predicament 
Samvara, contribute together in their united strength to bring about 
the realisation of Moksha or liberation. Each by itself is not 
strong enough to do so. We must first believe, then know and then 
act, so triple is the path to the attainment of any object much wished 
for. This threefold path, though appearing arbitrary to some, is based 
on the real analysis of our nature into heart, will and intellect. A 
religion that does not satisfy all the three faculties of man is far from 
being perfect. We find that Right Faith provides for the heart, 
Right Knowledge for the intellect and Right Conduct for the will. 
How philosophically these gems of the Arhat doctrines are based, is 
obvious from the above. Though these three doctrines appear pecu­
liarly prominent in Jainism, it is not difficult to match them from 
Hinduism. The Bhaktiyoga which refers to heart, the Gyanyoga 
pertaining to the intellect, and the Karma-yoga relating to the will, 
are the same with a few alterations of detail. These three are inalien, 
ably bound up together and are in their combined strength able to 
bring about the end much devoutly wished for. The bird of Gy an— 
knowledge—must have for its two wings faith and action to effect its 
flight

Next follows the doctrine of the release of the soul from the world, 
and with this I pass to the 3rd division of my subject.

K a n n o o  Ma i,.

[ To be concluded.']

TEE RELIGION< OF JAPAN.

IN the many books dealing with Japan which are now making their 
appearance in response to the interest aroused by the present 

war, it is a not uncommon thing to find the statement made that 
Japan is a land without a religion. If this word be taken in its 
generally accepted meaning, as it would apply, for instance, to any 
of the great religions of the world, Christianity, Buddhism, 
Brahmanism or Zoroastrianism, the statement would appear to be 
hardly open to objection. It would seem that there is no Japanese 
State religion in the Western sense of the term. Although Shinto 
and Buddhist temples may be met with everywhere in the land of 
the Mikado, it would be conveying a wrong impression, apparently, 
to speak of Japan as being either Buddhist or Shinto in the same 
sense in which Austria may be described as Roman Catholic and 
Turkey as Mahometan.

It is not our intention to quarrel here with the general use of 
the word religion or to attempt a definition of what should be
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denoted by it. It is sufficient that the declaration mentioned above 
has been made and accepted. It is the object of these lines, how­
ever, to show that so bald and uncompromising an assertion requires 
considerable modification if it is not to lead to serious misconception 
regarding the people of Japan. For what conception is called up 
in the mind by the phrase “ a nation without a religion ? ” How 
does the man in the street picture to himself the little people, whose 
fortunes he has of late followed with so much interest and possibly 
of admiration, when he is told that they are materialists and atheists ?

As pointed out by the Rev. H. Moore, at the recent Church 
Congress held in Liverpool, a country which possesses 260,000 tem­
ples and which numbers its pilgrims by millions every year, cannot, as 
some assert, be looked upon as a non-religious country. These are 
not the signs of absence of the religious sense. Materialists and 
atheists do not build and keep up temples. Whatever view may be 
held as to the essentials of a religion there will be little hesitation 
in accepting as a necessary ingredient one of its most universal 
manifestations. Worship, in one form or another, whether it be 
adoration, supplication or thanksgiving, is so world-wide a phenom­
enon that it is difficult even to conceive of a civilised people in 
whose life it finds no portion. Did worship form no part of the 
Japanese national life, we should feel compelled to admit that here 
was a nation without a religion.

But does this condition obtain in Dai Nippon ? Is the universal 
aspiration of the human soul conspicuous there by its absence ? It 
would appear not. We are, fortunately, not obliged to look upon 
this wonderful nation as a recently discovered religious monstrosity. 
Throughout the length and breadth of Japan the people unite in one 
common, collective worship—that of the Imperial Ancestors. Rich 
and poor, high and low, peasant and prince, each and all take part 
in one national adoration of the founders and, in their belief, pre­
servers and guardians of their country. Here is an orthodoxy that 
may well turn the Russian Holy Synod green with envy. Over and 
above the clash of sects and the warring of schools, if indeed such 
elements do clash and war in Japan, spreads this common bond, 
fusing and melting the various creeds, beliefs, opinions and phil­
osophies into one homogeneous amalgam of which one of the outer 
manifestations is a burning, whole-hearted patriotism. Then there 
is also the worship of the ancestors of separate clans and of individ­
ual families ; this worship affects in its turn smaller groups of 
people but does not in any way interfere with the national worship 
already described.

It is not for a foreigner to say in what manner ancestor-worship 
inspires its votaries. Still more beside the point would it be for 
the follower of another religion to “ damn it with faint praise *' 
because, though it may satisfy the Japanese soul, it would not, in 
his opinion, suit him. May not many of us be, to a varying extent)
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ancestor-worshippers; as shown by the consideration paid to a 
pedigree and the periodical adornment of our cemeteries, to say 
nothing of prayers for the dead and Shraddha ceremonies T Be this 
as it may, the worship of the Imperial Ancestors approximates some­
what to the State religions of European powers and upon it is based 
a large portion of the social fabric of Japan. The old laws regarding 
marriage, for example, had their raison cP etre in the necessity for 
perpetuating ancestor-worship. From it also springs Bushido, the 
code of ethics applicable to everyday life, wherein is enshrined the 
ideal after which the true son of Japan strives.

A peculiarity of human nature is very frequently overlooked 
when dealing with unfamiliar beliefs and strange creeds. “ What 
a man thinks upon that he becomes” says the Upanishad. Our 
thinking is organically connected with our conduct and perhaps the 
most simple, certainly the most practical, method of realising the 
differing values of differing beliefs is to estimate their influence 
upon conduct. Instead of discussing the question as to whether 
ancestor-worship and the religious practices carried out in the quarter 
of a million temples with which Japan is accredited do or do not 
constitute a religion in our particular sense of the word, let us turn 
to the practical side of the matter. Eet us endeavour to get a glimpse 
of what Prof. James would call the cash-value of the Japanese 
beliefs as shown by the moral code to which they subscribe and the 
influence of the latter upon their conduct in everyday life.

The origin of Bushido is hidden in the gloom of time. It can 
be traced back in Japanese history for some fifteen hundred years : 
but what were its first beginnings and who were its original ex­
ponents are secrets of the past. It is clear, however, that it comes 
to modern Japan as the heritage of the amurai, the highest of its 
social grades, and that Bushido has been in sacula sceculorum the 
peculiar teaching of the flower of the Japanese nation. Handed 
down from generation to generation, it is to its warriors and not 
to a priestly caste that Japan is indebted for its moral code.

We do not need to look back more than 50 years in the history 
of Japan to find existing a state of affairs strongly resembling the 
feudalism that grew up in England under the rule of the Norman 
kings. The provinces of Japan were ruled by feudal barons, daimiyo, 
under whom served the samurai or “ warriors.” Knights rather than 
soldiers, their profession was that of ruling and the protection of 
the weak. All that was noblest, strongest and best in the nation 
belonged to this order and, as in the chivalry of medieval Europe, 
high moral qualifications were expected of its members. When, 
after the civil war of 1867*8, the ancient system of feudalism came 
to an end, many of the splendid rights and privileges of the samurai 
were threatened in the social upheaval which accompanied the 
reconstitution of the State, That they were voluntarily resigned by 
them for the advantage of their country was in- itself an example of
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the patriotic and unselfish spirit which dominated them; it was, in 
fact, a practical application of Bushido. In return the samurai are 
doing their best to spread their standard of conduct, their ideal, 
throughout Japan: while still remaining the defenders of the mother­
land and its strong fighting arm they have now become its moral 
instructors.

Bushido is generally translated “ knightly chivalry.” The 
fundamental note is a strong sense of personal obedience, sub­
mission and devotion to all superiors and especially to the Heaven­
sent Imperial Ruler, as the highest living embodiment of the prin­
ciple of authority, and to the Imperial Ancestors, the Guardians of 
the Race. It holds up for admiration and emulation the character 
of an ideal bushi or. samurai upon which all true samurai should 
strive to model themselves. It has neither priests nor temples: it 
finds no need for. gorgeous ceremonial or for the usual trappings of 
religious services. Neither bibles, dogmas or infallible expounders 
are required for its preservation. It lays down a system of ethical 
and moral principles by which conduct is to be ruled and actions 
guided and, regardless of birth, wealth or position, he who 
approximates the more nearly to this ideal is the more perfect bushi. 
Although originally derived from the aristocratic class, socially, it is 
ultra-democratic. The lowliest meets on equal terms the highest- 
born, and may surpass him if his conduct in peace and his valour in 
war are the more meritorious. For Bushido does not apply solely to 
war. It is not merely a camp code to be cast aside when the 
campaign is closed. It applies to all careers and to all circum­
stances in them, It inspires the merchant as well as the admiral. 
It prompts the diligence of the counting-house as much as the dash 
of the cavalry charge.

Another dominant note in the life of the bvshi is simplicity. A 
Spartan frugality in life, a dignified reserve in manners and a 
careful avoidance of every kind of ostentation form the hall-mark 
of the samurai: he is the exact antipodes of all that we speak of as 
vulgar and snobbish. Superiority, for him, does not consist of the 
possession of wealth or of power; nobility of conduct is the only 
nobility and sterling worth the only real wealth. Courage, loyalty, 
valour and intrepidity in war; but equally chastity, honesty, calm­
ness and temperance in peace, are the proofs of genuine merit, and 
to be acquired without fail by him who would gain the respect and 
esteem of his fellow men. So in speech the bushi must be quiet,

■ humble and truthful: he must avoid unnecessary words and all 
, mention of his own exploits, however brilliant and honourable, and 
be scrupulously polite. The following story, told by Adachi 
Kinnosuki in a recent number of the Century Magazine, shows the 
strong, stern silence of the bushi:—

“ At the close of January, 1904, Admiral Togo was ill in bed. 
W ^n the summons came from the Minister of Marine to report £*t
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Tokio, he arose from the sick bed, remarking simply: ‘ My illness 
will be healed as soon as I mount the bridge.”

M Arriving in Tokio, he was summoned to au interview with Vice. 
Admiral Baron Yamamota, the Minister of State for the Navy, in 
his private office. The Minister reviewed the entire course of the 
diplomatic negotiations between Russia and Nippon. Before the 
eyes of Admiral Togo he spread out every phase of the probable 
struggle. After he had been speaking for more than two hours, he 
finally concluded with these w o r d s ‘I have the honour, sir, to 
announce to you that it is the august pleasure of His Majesty the 
Emperor to confer upon you the distinction of commanding the 
united fleet of Nippon. As you see, the fate of our country is 
largely in your keeping, and the honour of the flag as well, His 
Majesty’s ships are waiting for you at Saseho.’

“ Vice-Admiral Togo arose, adjusted his uniform, bowed, and 
said in reply: ‘ I shall execute your orders.’

“ Then there was silence— solemn, Ion g,iand heavy with eloquence. 
The Minister waited. He had just broken to his friend the news of 
his appointment to the supreme command of the Nippon navy. 
Naturally he expected something more than five words in response 
to all that he had said. He waited patiently, but silence, somewhat 
embarrassing and always profound, was his only reward; A little 
later Admiral Togo rose, and without a word bowed himself out.” 

In old samurai families the training of the bus hi, begins almost 
from the cradle. From his mother, perchance, he first hears the 
old legends telling of deeds of courage and valour, of the glorious 
doings of his ancestors, of the heroes of the nation, From her come 
the first lessons in endurance and fortitude preparing him for the 
sterner training that will soon commence. She inspires him with 
the contempt of death which distinguishes the warrior and with the 
passionate love oi honour which prefers death, if necessary self- 
inflicted, to an act unworthy of his fathers. Then begins a long 
course of physical training coupled with intellectual discipline; for 
the body of the bushi must be as supple and strong as his brain 
must be fertile in resource. Even the food, of man and woman alike, 
is regulated and luxury is banished. In military exercises and the 
use of arms he must excel, and the virile virtues are developed by 
the practice of personal courage, endurance and resourcefulness. At 
his school he is taught the principles of Bushido, for in every school 
it is now a regular subject of instruction.

When the young samurai passes into one of the active forces of 
the realm, the army or the navy, he finds the whole life there 
regulated by the principles he has been taught. ' The armed forces, 
including the cadet corps, have been well described as high schools 
of Bushido learning and the corps of officers especially interests 
itself in promoting and extending it. Thus each detail of the new 
circumstances brought about by contact with western civilization
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has to be arranged in the light of Bushido. It is said that such 
apparently trivial questions as to whether officers should take part 
in dancing and musicjaroused anxious and prolonged debates among 
them. So great an attraction do the precepts and practices of 
Bushido exercise over the minds of officers of all grades, that it forms 
the chief theme of conversation : when a group of officers of any 
standing is gathered together it is nine chances to ten that some 
application of Bushido principles is being discussed by them,

But the true inward greatness of Bushido is not ■ to be sought 
for in the obedience which it inculcates or the simplicity of life 
it engenders. These qualities alone would produce but au 
amiable disposition without life and without initiative—a 
machine, admirably constructed, no doubt, and perfect in its 
way but without the inner motive power to make it go. 
-We require to look deeper if we would discover the centre 
from which bubbles up the virile energy of this resolute and active 
race. It is the vivid realisation of the unity of the entire natiou, 
the ever-present consciousness that each individual is but a fraction 
of the greater whole that spurs the devoted bushi on to his acts of 
supremest heroism. Individual gain must be renounced for the 
country’s weal, the harvest of the udit for the advantage of the whole 
—that is the teaching enforced by philosophic principle and ethical 
precept. Self-abnegation and self-sacrifice, we name it, and the 
words denote the accompaniment of pain which the giving up 
occasions to the separated self. As we think of it coldly, with the 
mind critical, we almost feel the rending and the wrenching of the 
lower personality and the anguish which it causes. How, then, can 
inspiration be generated in suffering ? By what means may the pain 
of sacrifice become the stimulus to action ? We find the answer in 
the opening of the larger consciousness ; in the identification of the 
smaller, segregated self, with the larger, inclusive whole; in the man 
•learning that he is more than man when he refuses to be bound and 
limited by the fetters of the personality. Born into a family where 
.from his cradle he is taught an austere and disciplined life, his 
.whole training tending to subdue the senses and inhibit the lower 
self, inspired by the noble exemplar of his fathers and aspiring 
towards them in his worship, the true Samurai thus prepares himself 
for the opening of the doors of the soul. The pain of sacrifice is 
•now transmuted into the joy of sacrifice. What appeared as suffer­
ing is now known as bliss, the rapture of the separated unit coming 
home to itself. At the beckon of duty all possessions of the lower 
life are gladly flung away as worthless, as nothing, before this great 
realization. The restrained and imprisoned life rushes to the source 
of all life and becomes one,with it. The Self has re-become the 
Self and knows Itself.

Henceforth the world can never be the same again. The larger 
life is now known to be the individual life. The weal of the father*

6
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land cannot be other than the highest advantage of every person 
belonging to it. The benefit of an individual is no benefit if it is 
not also that of the nation. To serve Japan, to labour and, should 
she so need, to die for.her is itself the highest good and this love of 
her becomes an active force, energetic because spiritual, impelling 
to right action. We call it patriotism, in our half-blind way, and 
marvel at the burning passion, in our eyes amounting almost to 
fanaticism, which has been so touchingly voiced by one of the most 
celebrated of Japanese poets i— “ My country, everywhere and always, 
my heart’s first love I My blood, my first thought, and the sweat of 
my brow will be for thee alone !”

It is this spiritualised patriotism, if the expression may be al­
lowed, that forms the greatest asset of the Japanese nation in the 
present struggle in the East. We see the gigantic military organiza­
tion, with its roots in every Nippon village and its branches spread­
ing over Manchuria and Korea, working with an even regularity and 
an absence of friction which are astounding. It animated Togo’s 
fleet off Port Arthur in its splendid victories as well as in the weary 
months of anxious watching. It fired the devotion of the heroes 
who faced the hell of shot and shellln that deadly channel in the 
early days of June. We have seen it send defenceless men in 
defenceless ships to death rather than accept the mercy of their 
foes. It has cheered the Japanese flag on land to victory in many 
a desperate and bloody struggle. And whether the banners of the 
Rising Sun are destined ultimately to be planted firmly on 
Manchurian soil or to be driven across the sea in defeat, the world 
has seen and recognised in this island race of the East a devoted 
unselfishness and a force of character which compel its admiration 
and respect. Not without reason has the Times correspondent 
written that “ better men in battle have not been educated by any 
creed.”

" By any creed ? ” Yes* but by what creed have these self- 
sacrificing patriots been educated ? That is the question which calls 
for an answer; for to know a man’s Ideal is to know indeed the man. 
The mind refuses to accept the dictum that they have no religion. 
We do not mean to assert that every inhabitant of Nippon or even 
every soldier fighting In her armies is a bushi such as is here 
delineated. Were it so Japan would long ago have dominated the 
world. We have attempted to picture the perfect bushi as we under­
stand the Jnpnncsc Ideal, to show the life which this ideal 
necessitates and the spiritual heights to which it may lead. It may 
perchance be given to few to teach them ; it. may be granted to 
ninny. But be the perfect bus/iis few or many this is the ideal to 
which the nation aspires and which it recognises as good. What­
ever’Japan now is,.is due to Bushido ; on its precepts have the sons 
of Japan been moulded and by it she will rise or fall. It is the 
spiritual force leading modern Japan along the course of its destiny,
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by the path of the Kshattriya, and it would appear presumptuous 
to deny the term religion to such a manifes tation, however 
unfamiliar its outer forms may seem.

As to what her destiny may be, who shall say ? But of this we 
may be assured that so long as the noble tenets of Bushido continue 
to move the hearts of her offspring so long will her career be honour­
able and just.

“ We ,feel, V. says a Japanese writer, “ that we have been raised 
by Providence to do a work in the world, and that work we 
must do humbly and faithfully as opportunity comes to us. Our 
work, we take it, is this : to'battle for the right and uphold the good, 
and to help to make the world fair and clean, so that none may ever 
have cause to regret that Japan has at last taken her rightful 
place among the nations of the world.” <

C. S t u a r t -P r i n c e .

S'RI' AND CHRIST.

rp H E  most exalted Emperor of China, the son of Heaven, was so
i. taken up with the beauty and convenience of an English coach, 

that he straightway ordered one. When the conveyance stood ready at 
his imperial palace door,the horses pawing the ground aud breathing 
fire through their nostrils, His Majesty walked towards it aud survey­
ing it ou all sides, posted himself upon the highest seat there, even 
the one designed for the coachman to sit on, as being the only one 
fit for so exalted a personage as himself, The coachman, unused to 
such intrusions, was bewildered and mustering all his respect, 
begged to know where he might sit. “ Wherever you please ” was 
the imperious answer. The lackey, thereupon, opened the door and 
sat inside. Thus laden, the coach drove through all the principal 
streets of Peking, a piece of ludicrous misunderstanding, to the 
amusement of the foreigners dwelling there.

Institutions as well as things belonging to one country and 
evolved under one set of circumstances are not understood at a 
glance, aud very often they give rise to a misunderstanding no 
less ludicrous, but often more serious, than that of His Imperial 
Majesty of China. Especially when jwe study the institutions of 
the past we are apt to run into this mistake, by not carefully noting 
the purposes which they served, and the ideas that gave l̂ife to 
them, when they were first instituted. If well.looked into, it will 
be found that under the most diverse forms the human spirit ha9 
created the samejdwelling place for itself and its aspirations in 
every climate aud in every time where at all it rose from mere 
savagery aud ignorance. As'Schopenhauer has said: “ It is far 
easier and far more amusing for shallow critics to point out what is 
absurd and ridiculous in the religion and philosophy of the ancient
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world than for the earnest student to discover truth and wisdom 
under strange disguises.” My contention now is that even such 
disguises are the terms S'ri and Christ, whereby we and the Chris­
tians, though essentially one in God, find occasion to differ and 
disagree. I beg you to let me lift the veil over the mysteries of 
theology for a while and make you have a glimpse of the essential 
unity of religion by explaining to you the ideas underlying the 
conceptions of S'ri on the one hand, and Christ on the other, and 
showing, as far as lies in my power, how the conceptions fundamen­
tally agree after due allowance has been made for differences arising 
from changed environments in which the same germinal ideas 
evolved into apparently different forms.

Though S'ri is sometimes used in the abstract sense of Sampatti 
or prosperity, it is itself so called because it is a gift from above— 
from a personal Being who is spiritual and who is called S'ri or 
Bakshmi or Ramâ. I assume here the existence of G o d , the su­
preme Rord and Father of all, movable and immovable ; I assume 
also that He is personal. As the Rev. H. Haigh says : God must be 
considered as an Organic Unity. As “  the human mind relates, 
controls,' and combines the discordant elements of experience, as 
the essential life pervading a great organism— au immanent unify­
ing principle which finds therein its necessary and characteristic 
expression and without which the organism will fall to pieces,” so in 
the manifold variety of this universe there is an underlying Unity, 
personal as the human mind is personal, in and through which all 
the rest find their being. Mayi sarvavi idam prbtam sûtrc maniganâ 
iva, says Bord Krishna— Everything is co-ordinated in me as pearls 
are in a thread. The discussion of the Absolute Personality or 
Impersonality of God cannot be taken up here, as it by itself must 
have a separate treatment. Those who may be curious to study 
the question are referred to the Rev. H. Haigh’s “ Some leading 
ideas of Hinduism,” where it is exhaustively treated, as it purports 
to be a criticism of the Advaitic standpoint of religion. All his 
conclusions about the personality, &c., of God are quite acceptable 
to a considerable section of the Hindus, and they only re-state 
what sages like S'ri Parâs'ara and teachers like S'ri Râmânuja have 
long ago said. Even the Advaitins who contend for the ultimate 
non-personality of God, concede, for all practical purposes— for the 
teaching and guidance of man— a personality which took its origin 
from the Avyakta which they translate as non-personal ; this Vyakta, 
this first manifested form, they call Virât, a personal Being who is, 
to all intents and purposes, the same as the Fersonal God of the 
Christians, the Mahommedans and the Jews in the West, and the 
Uvaitins and Vis'ishtâdvaitins in the East. Therefore, though the 
latter may not follow the Advaitins in their further resolution of 
all into the primeval Nothing, impersonal, unqualified and alto­
gether transcendent, the Advaitins themselves can have no objection
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to grant the Virât form of the „ultimate One : a personality whereby 
He forms the underlying soul of the Kosmos, possessing qualities 
and capable of responding to prayer, the source of love and fear for 
all other beings which derive their existence (Sattà) from Him. 
God’s Immanence in Nature is the lofty underlying principle of 
the highest form of Hinduism, as well as it is the deepest word of 
Pauline Christianity—the permeation of everything with the Holy 
Ghost. This immanence is two-told in its nature ; viz., what our 
theologians call sankalpatah and svarûpatah, i.e., by will and by 
substance or essence. By His eternal will, God has purposed to 
manifest Himself by substance into this visible cosmic form. 
Bahusyàm prajàyeyeti—‘ I shall become manifold and multiply my­
self.’ It was according to this eternal purpose that creation began, 
i.e,, according to His pre-arranged plan, Himself being the material 
as well as the efficient cause. Before this creation by will, the 
objects of creation were as possibilities in His substance, and when 
the eternal will—nitya-sankalpa—went forth, lo ! they began to exist 
eternally. In ultimate analysis the created things reduce themselves to 
two forms— soul and matter, many souls, and pliable matter, the former 
invariable in form, the seat of independent will and the receptacle of 
happiness and enjoyment—all intelligent principles capable ofmoral 
evolution, but imbedded as gold is in the rock, in matter which varies 
according to definite laws fixed by the will of God, but (matter) inde­
pendent of the will of the souls that are so imbedded. Into this 
matter and into these souls, He again enters in a new way by His 
anitya-sankalpa, a temporary manifestation of His glory or grace in a 
special or distinctive manner. In virtue of the eternal relation aris­
ing from His nitya-sankalpa or eternal will which made His own 
substance the basis of the Kosmos, the latter, composed of matter and 
soul, is His Body, ix.t the organism of which the spirit is He. Thus the 
whole Kosmos is one in Him, being the outflow of His life, always 
sustained by it and finally finding a haven of refuge in it; it is thus“ the 
product of His love and will and the constant object of His thought.” 
This personal Unity which is the Soul of the universe, is itself in a 
mysterious way a Duality—not merely a logical duality in an 
abstract division into two arising from the possession of appa­
rently irreconcilable qualities—but a personal duality— infinity envel­
oped in a larger infinity. Thus the Soul of the Universe, considered 
as an organism, is a personal Spirit of which again the soul is God, 
the Father ; the former is S'r i' or God, the mother.

Saumycisaumyuir Jagadriipais tvayaitaddvi prdpûritajn.
* This Universe is all filled with Thee, Mother, the Beautiful and 

the Terrific alike.’
God, the Father, and God, the Mother are not distinct in 

essence, both being one and only one. Thus S'ri' is like Christ 
eternally of the same essence as God or, in the language of the 
Atfianasian creed “ of the substance of the Father, God of God pnd
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Light of Light, very God, of very God.” Thus S'r i' is the Second 
Person of the Trinity. The First Person and the Second Person alike 
transcend the material Universe; but they together permeate it 
in the form of spirit as the sound A  does all articulate sounds. 
Thus vibration is God the Father, Sound or vah is S ’ri or God he 
Mother, and A  is God, the Spirit; i.e., vibratory sound in an artic­
ulate form. A  is the all-pervading Spirit and accordingly the name 
Vishnu is given to Him in that aspect of His Self, where He is pres­
ent in His di-personal form of Sriman-náráyana, S'ri and Náráyana, 
the Mother and Father in one. Thus there is known to our theo­
logy a Trinity, essentially the same as that of the Christian religion: 
what is commonly known as the Hindu Trinity is not really so: 
because the difference there is both personal and essential.:— 
Brahma and Rudra being merely finite souls vested with definite 
functions in the scheme of the divine government of the Universe. 
Bnt the Highest Personal Soul of the Universe is a Di-Personal 
Being which takes a third aspect, co-extensive or commensurate 
with the Universe, of which organism it is the visible spirit. Thus 
it is clear that the Second Person of the Trinity is known in our 
Scriptures as S'ri'-  as the Bride of God; while in the Christian 
Scriptures He is known as the Son of God. The terms Son 
and Bride are purely human contrivances to express the transcen­
dental relations between the First Person and the Second Person. 
Sonship implies (i) inferiority, (2) con-substantiality, (3) identity in 
enjoyment, ¿Jjjj it implies |  accordance in purpose, combination in 
effort and union in affection,” all in a pre-eminently high degree. 
These three answer exactly to the A'kdra thraya or the threefold 
characteristic )̂! Lakshmi: viẑ  ananyárha-deshatva, ananya-daranatoa 
and ananya-bhógatva: pre-eminent subordination, pre-eminent oneness, 
and pre-eminent subservience to enjoyment. These three characteris­
tics are better expressed by the term Bride than by Son. For, while in 
the Son, they must be sought for with a searching analysis, in the 
Bride they are obviously recognised. Hence the sage theologians 
of the East expressed the relation as that between the Bride and 
Bridegroom—a notion not altogether foreign to the early Christians 
and the Hebrew Scriptures. Most probably there may be some 
philological reason which a careful study of the Hebrew tongue may 
disclose, why the Talmudists called the Second Person, Son. But 
here the term S'ri was designed to express also a sixfold relation in 
which the Second Person stands to the First Person with respect to 
Humanity. And as the word is in the feminine gender in Sanskrit, 
it is not improbable that the form might have acted upon the 
signification in making the Second Person of the Trinity, the Bride 
of God in the Hindu conception. Srimat Kandadai Virarághavá- 
cbárya has put together this sixfold relation in a sloka:

S'rilásyanyaissarvaih, S'ray asi ramanam, Samdritagi rah S ’rinoshi 
fteyanuam srilajanavachad drávayasichat S'rinásyetaddoshán Janani l
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nikhilan sarvajagatim gunais's'rindsi tvam tadiha bhavatim S'ririti 
viduh—

(i) S'riiasyanyais sarvaih.
The Second Person is the refuge of all the rest. Everything 

else owes its binding power to its having S'n,i.e., the Second Person, 
as the inner soul to give it unity. So whether it wills or no, She is 
in every soul and in every form of matter, by Her substance as well 
as by Her will. She is then known as grace and She ‘ abounds even 
in the worst of sinners’, perhaps She abounds the more in a sinner 
than even in a saint, waiting constantly by his side and watching 
over him that so the Eord who dwells with Her may not abandon 
him and he perish ; and often making him partaker of Her special 
care to bring him round to God and virtue. This relation is a fun­
damental relation, transcending the merit of the persons who are 
participators in that relation. Hence this unique relationship cannot 
better be described than by the term Motherhood.

(2) S ’rayasi ramanam.
Being of the same substance as God, the First Person, and being 

also the organism of which He is the soul, She is always inseparably 
associated with Him, so much so that it is only by the presence of 
S'ki' that He is to be distinguished in His manifold forms :—

Yadyadvibhiitimat satvam siimadurjitameva va, tattadevdvagaccha 
tvam mama tejoms'a sambhavam—

Whatever being there is which is splendid, which is gra­
cious, which is glorious, know that it partakes of my characteris­
tic nature as S'ri Krishna himself has said, or:—

Vedantcis tatvachintdm Murabhidurasi yatpada chinhais tar anti. 
The Scriptures anchor the craft of Truth in the bosom of the 

Destroyer of Mura, on tracing the footprints of Grace upon it, 
as S'ri Parasara Bhattarya has said. For it is impossible for Her, 
being one in substance, to be away from Him ; secondly it is un­
bearable both for Her to live away from Him, and for Him to be 
away from Her, for both are united in affection which beggars all 
description.

Ananya Rdghavenaham bhaskarcna prabha yatha.
Ananyd hi may a Sita bhasharena prabha yatha.

And thirdly she does not wish to be away from Him because she 
eagerly waits to find an occasion to bring together the irate father 
and the erring son ; the souls in samsdra and the justice-loving 
God, who, having created the laws of the world, moral and material, 
leaves the erring souls to the tender mercies of those never-swerv­
ing laws, which grind for them or grind them according to the 
wisdom or non-wisdom displayed in following them. It is for dis­
charging this great function of mediation, to justify the ways of 
man to God, by words which will please the Heart of Her Eord, she
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stands by special will always by Him. It is this mediatory function 
that is symbolized in all images of S'ri set up in Hindu temples for 
worship : one hand pointed downwards, to the world of mortals, as 
much as to say, “ Come to me ye that are heavy-laden, and I will 
refresh you; ” and the other hand pointed upwards towards God, 
as much as to say K There is your Goal; ” while her other two arms 
lift the lotus flowers symbolizing human heart and affection in the 
service of the Lord, upon whom Her ardent sidelong glances rest, 
drinking deep the beaut}* and glory of His Image.

(3) Sams'riiagiraihJrinoshi.
She also easily lends Her ears to the prayers of those 

that seek Her. She demands no qualifications on the part of Her 
devotee. A mere call will do. “ Knock, and it shall be open­
ed.” In many cases even, when it is not knocked, She opens 
the door of Her grace. What need be said when the knocker falls on 
the door ? If they wish to go to the Lord, She leads the faithful to 
Him, but should they, as Indra did, only want Her to the exclusion 
of Her Lord, even then She does not reject them, but by giving 
Herself, gives Him also. No amount of familiarity She resents, and 
the erring human soul is more at home with Her than with God, as 
the truant son is more at home with his mother than with his 
father.

(4) Pnydmsam sritajanavachas? s'nrcayasicha.
Nor is this all, She, being ever ’ready by Him, transmits the 

prayers of every soul to Him: She is the fragrance of every 
incense streaming up from the altar of God : She is the odour of 
every offering, burnt or unburnt, offered to Him with a devoted 
heart: She is the essence of every word of prayer that is uttered and 
every act of glorification even in thought on the part of the soul in 
bondage. All this is She : because She is the soul of the soul of the 
Universe and Herself this pleasure-garden of the Lord. She stands 
inevitably between the souls or thejrrds iu bondage on the one hand 
and the First Person of the Trinity who is the Lord over all, on 
the other. Hence it is He] is called Purushotiama—the best of all 
Pnrushas or souls; the Lord of the Ksharas, and the A  ksharas, the 
fettered and the unfettered. Here the Ksharas are the souls in 
bondage, which are whirled upon the wheels of samsara: the 
•ksharas are the freed and the unfettered, the mukldh and the 
ratyah who form an organism by themselves with S'ri as their Soul 
in a specifically manifest form. She is considered as the Head 
and Soul of the communion of saints (muk/dh) and angels (nttrdh) 
and as such is the eternal invisible Head of the Church. In Her 
two subordinate forms of Bhitmi and Nila she heads the mortals who, 
being members of the Lord’s church, are still in a state of bondage 
and consequently are not included among the saints or angels.
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Bhumi and Nila symbolise the Ltriptadhikdrin and the A'rtadhikarin, 
u.t those that wait for the Lord’s election and those that hunger 
and thirst for it. Thus S#ri in Her most natural aspect symbolises 
and is the invisible Soul of the holy communion of the righteous. 
Her sphere of influence does not stop here, but extends to the fet­
tered also in her other forms of Sarasoati and Durga. Thus embra­
cing all the universe by Her influence, She suits her language to 
the occasion and transmits the prayers of every soul, anyhow 
circumstanced, anywhere breathed out, any time lifted up—she 
transmits these prayers to her Lord. And the Lord forgets all and 
forgives for Her sake— as the Christians say, ‘ for the sake of Jesus’ 
—the many sins the souls have committed in their inordinate 
self-seeking. As Sri Bhattarya has said :—

Piteva to at prey an Janani ! par ipiunagasijane
Hitasrbtderityd bhctvati cha laddchit ltalnthadhih—
Kimctannirdoshah la iha jagatili team uchitaih
Upayait vismdrya seajanayasi mdta tadati nah—

** Mother! should your beloved Consort, at any time find the 
studied transgressions to the jivas unbearable and even His gracious 
spirit gets somewhat ruffled and He wants to chastise them with a view 
to benefit them in the long run, you place yourself between Him and 
the erring souls and stay His anger saying, : What is this ? Who is 
there that is free from sin in this world ? ’ And such-like timely 
things, and cleverly, tone down His ire, and bring about a reconcil­
iation between Him and them. Therefore it is, you are called 
Mother. For such is in the world the function of the Mother before 
the Father.”

As it is here, so it is there. The visible world is in a far-off 
way the symbol of what obtains there in the blessed regions of 
God’s unfettered glory and power.

(5) S'rmasyetaddashd n.
But mediation is not Her only function ; She absolves as well 

as mediates. Though the absolution that frees the soul from the 
original sin, which consists in anady-achitsamsarga* must come only 
from the Lord, the Father, She can absolve many a specific sin by Her 
gracious looks even as Christ is reported to have said “ Thy sins 
be forgiven thee," or “ Be thou clean,” S'ri can make the unclean 
clean in a special miraculous manner. But more than this, even 
under the law of Nature She finds occasion for Her mission of 
grace by clinging to the sinning soul and by giving him everything 
He desires; She slowly purifies his motive and leads him upward 
until finally he becomes worthy of being presented to Her Lord. Sins

* The eternal kinship of the soul with the non-soul ; in other cords, the originless 
confinement of soul in non-soul, from which it is gradually educed and fitu lr released. 
The cause of this companionship, or bandage, in other voids, is an. Sin b  an act, a 
product of a trill or soul. The trilfiil act brings about the association with the noq- 
sool, and emancipation b  the triumphant result of Grace.
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are of two kinds>—Bhagavad-apachara and Bhagavai~apachara : disres­
pect towards the Lord and disrespect towards the blessed souls that 
are in God. It is not so much the former as the latter that is said to 
irate the Lord most. Being the soul of the blessed, S'r i' does not find 
fault with anybody though he may sin very grievouslj' by Her, She 
being all grace, and thus taking every transgression directed towards 
Her lightly as the mother does that of her son, She does not present it 
as a transgression at all, and thus nullifies one huge sphere of sin. 
Though finally Jehovah is the only salvation (*>., Jesus), She cau 
still absolve sins in Her own way and bring about the coveted 
reconciliation, u ,  She is S'ri' or Christ—

(6) Sarvajagattm gunais' s’ritiasr—
and finally floods all the world with Her qualities. It is by a 
free distribution of Her qualities, She evolves the soul into its 
onward march towards salvation and bliss, being at every step 
the exemplar and the instructor in the takiug of the next highest 
step ; till at last when the final state of bliss itself is reached, 
the highest evolved soul partakes in every way the charac­
teristic features of Herself. We have here exactly what is 
said by Christian theologians concerning the faithful: “ What Christ 
is by nature, a Christian is by grace.” Every soul is the Bride of 
God and becomes a part and parcel of the Infinite Organism whose 
soul is S'ri'. The fructification of all Her travail in this lila-vibkuti, 
ix„ the world of samsara, is in Her transmuting by precept and by 
example every soul into Her image ; the original image of God in 
the soul which is defaced by sin and disfigured by self-seekings. 
S'ri like Christ is the first great exemplar of the aspiring soul. This 
is the reason why St. Nammazhvar* finding all other utterances 
cold and distant, transmuted himself into the Bride of God and 
in soul-stirring strains breathed out His aspirations and sorrows in 
his | Tincoaymozhithis is the reason why the relation between 
God and soul is represented in that much misunderstood and 
therefore much vilified Rdsalila form of S'ri Krishna. Hence is 
it also that Solomon sings using the language of God :—

“ Come my beloved, let us go forth into the field,
Let us lodge in the villages,
Let us get up early to the vineyards,
Let us see whether the vine hath budded and its blossom 

be open,
And the pomegranates be in flower,
There will I give thee my love.”

As the Lord is Puritan, ix., masculine par excellence, before whom 
all other glories pale, and as He steals away the hearts and 
the eyes of every man (soul) by “his beauty of form and beauty 
of character, with respect to Him all the rest of the world is like

* Read the lives of Axhvars by A. Govindicharya.
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the weaker sex—S tr i-p r d y a m  ita r a i j a g a t —‘ All other moving things 
being as if feminine.’ Hence the goal of every ardent soul is to 
become even as S'ri', pre-eminent in subordination, pre-eminent 
in union, pre-eminent in enjoyment. A n a n y a -s 'e sh a h : A n a n y a - i  aranah: 

Ananya-bhogah. This is the last heritage of every soul, i.e., to con­
sciously take part in the eternal bridal relationship with God. As 
a mother wishes to share with.her daughters every joy she experi­
ences, the mother of the three worlds will not be satisfied with any­
thing less than making every soul partake of Her Bliss. Consciously 
and for this purpose She manifests Her features in various ways and 
floods the universe with them.

It is for reasons such as these that the saints of this country 
who, their ignorance dispelled, saw God as He is termed, the 
Second Person of the Trinity, the Bride of God, and gave the name 
of S’ri to that transcendental Personality. Some “ shallow critics ” 
deride this conception as signifying ‘ grossness’—as if there is more 
grossness suggested by the use of the term Bride than by the term 
Son. If there could be spiritual sonship, why not spiritual brideship ? 
In Nature we have the woman, not an ‘ undeveloped man surely; 

“ But diverse : could we make her as the man,
Sweet love were slain ; his dearest bond is this,
Not like to like, but like in difference.”

As it has been again and again urged by sages that looked with 
spiritual eyes, this world is in every way a shadow of the relations 
and glories of the world on high—the shadow only distorting the 
images somewhat and casting a general gloom over them’; the 
shadow only spreading a death-like darkness over the whole as over 
the photographic negative ; such a fundamental relation as that 
between man and woman as is found here, must answer to a deeper 
and substantial division into two, of the cause of all this—even in 
God who created all this out of Himself as He says, P r a k r it im  svam  

ddhishthayu sambhavainyatma may ay a.
If procreation be not the only aim of the bridal relation, why 

may not then reign in heaven, ‘ The world’s great bridals, chaste 
and cahn ?

No truer words have been spoken on this theme than these by 
Tennyson :

“ The woman’s cause is man’s, they rise or sink 
Together, dwarf d or godlike, bond or free,
Kor she, that out of Î ethe scales with man 
The shining steps of Nature, shares with man 
His nights, his days, moves with him to one goal,
Stays all the fair young planets in her hand ”—

G. K. Ar.
[To be concluded.]
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I t o i e m

THE SCIENCE OF PEACE. *

By Bhagavan das.

Metaphysics seem, just at present in one form or another« to be 
taking a strong hold of the reading public. People are beginning to re. 
cognise their psychological importance, not only in the training of the 
mind, but that mental ethics are a necessary portion of every thinking 
man's equipment, in the arena of social thought.

Babu BhAgavan DAs has added another contribution to this style of 
literature, and has laid us under great indebtedness for the minute and 
scholarly way he has dealt with the subject. His former work, " The 
Science of The Emotions,” paved the way as it were, for this second 
scheme of thought; which comes to us under the title of “  The Science 
of Peace." It is well and right that this should be the sequel, for 
until we have mastered in a scientific and orderly manner the emotional 
plane, and its outgoing energies, we arc in no way fit to approach the 
science of peace. In the first seven chapters the author deals with his 
own psychological difficulties, in the earlier stage of his mental striv* 
ings to attuin a point of ethical balance ; and he considers that these 
difficulties attend all who definitely set themselves to solve the great 
problem of life’s mysteries.

Pew, however, there are that attain to this state of experimental 
analysis, so as to be able to dramatise its processes in a coherent 
fashion and hand them on for the future guidance of other students 
travelling on the same path. This happily, Bhagavan DAs has been en­
abled to do. lie discusses the search for that Self which is the only 
permanent portion of every atom in the Universe, and analyses those 
views held by Western philosophers who have endeavoured to grope 
their way through this most metaphysical jungle, out into the plainB of 
true Wisdom. Of these, perhaps Fichte most appeals to the views the 
author advocates, since he considers him almost indispensable to the 
students of the true VcdAnta; though amongst the ancients many there 
are who claim like views of the higher metaphysics and superphysical 
sciences. . f,,,, /p

Unconsciousness is defined as absence of thought, or of cognition 
or even of any mood at all. But consciousness, the Aham, the I, is the 
Universal Self or Spirit | that Eternal Substance, wherein all Jivas as 
concrete Spirits inhere." ** It pervades them all as the genus pervades 
all individuals/* He defines that basic Trinity of all VedAntic systems of 
philosophy, Sat Chit-Ananda—spcaking in a general sense and ¡degree—at) 
being: Sat, the principle in consciousness of actual assertion and denial) 
Chit, consciousness in its special aspect of cognition, a mere holding 
before oneself, of a Not-Self for denial j and Ananda, the inner condition 
of the Seif between cognition and action ; connecting the other two

* T , P, S. London and Denarei,
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forms of consciousness, which leads the Jiva from knowledge into ac­
tion.

Of course one has, at the same time, to recognise that Sat-Chit- 
Ananda is not a personal or individual cognition nor that of a single 
ruler of any one Kosmic System, but the Universal Self that is “ the 
very substratum and is immanent in all is'varas and all other Jivas 
whatsoever.”

The first factor is therefore postulated as of the Triune Absolute 
(the Self), and its second factor as the Not-Self, since, “ the essential 
character of the Self is unity, and of the Not-Self, separation and limit­
ation.” This postulates “ the why of recurring cycles, in individual, as 
well as cosmic life ; why every and all Jivas must pass through the 
same and all experiences, turn after turn.”

The author expounds with much lucidity, the attributes of the Not- 
Self, as the three Gunas, Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, or, as he calls them, 
the great qualities of Mulaprakriti, or the material aspects which at 
present are nldst prominent in human life. Since the nature of this end­
less world process, cause and effect combined, is embodied in its most 
common and significant name of Shakti—energy or MAyd—for, that 
“ tireless weaver on the warp and woof of Time and Space, with the 
shuttle of motion, weaves eternally, carrying the whole plan within 
himself.”

Now, the whole consummation of this is, that, “ the Jiva is verily 
Brahman, and naught else that the final and complete balancing of 
these dual forces, Self against Not-Self, and the resultant conviction 
that the Self,' none else, compels all moods and aims to unify with the 
Supreme Self, and in that knowledge wrought through millenniums of 
experience, alone is learnt in truth the science of peace. Or, as in that 
beautiful Dedication, which closes upon the last chapter says 

j “ Peace unto all, sweetness, serenity.
The Peace from this, doubtless, knowledge flows,
That there is nought beyond our very Self,
The common Self of old and young and babe ;

| # , # * * •
All are the Self’s, My own, Pastime and Play;

Knowledge that all is »Self, and for the Self,
And by the Self, and so Unshaken Peace,!

Fio Mara.

THEOSOPIIIE.

e i n f Ct h r u n g  in  Ob e r s i n n e i c h e  w e l t e r k e n n t n i s  
u n d  m e n s c h e n b b s t i m m u n g .

By  Dr . Rudolf Ste in e r .*

This work is an elementary treatise in German on the principle of 
Theosophy, giving an outline of the planes and kingdoms of Nature, of 
the evolution of mun, of the distinction between body, soul and spirit, 
of Karma and Reincarnation and of the path leading to initiation. In 
his preface the author states thut the book contains nothing that he can­
not, testify to from personal experience, a significant statement in a work

* C. A. Schwetschke und Son, Berlin.
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dealing largely with the superphysical aspects o f nature. This accounts 
for the somewhat unfamiliar treatment of the subject, for instance with 
regard to after-death states and the sub divisions of the astral and men­
tal planes which may of course be studied from many points of view. 
The language is simple as it should be in a book for beginners which 
does not concern itself with the more abstruse side of Theosophy, and 
the work will no doubt appeal to many readers.

A. SCH.

THE SECOND LIFE WAVE.*

BY THE DREAMER.

To the Bengal T. S. we are indebted for the third number of their 
Lodge Transactions, which are worthy of publishing. They are 
usually of so helpful a nature and prove of such value to less in­
formed students that it would be well i f  more o f the most advanced 
thinkers in some of the older Lodges also put their papers relating to the 
more recondite schemes of thought into pamphlet form : specially is 
this the case when the subjeot at issue is one that requires further 
elucidation by trained minds. Therefore we welcome these Bengal 
Transactions all the more since they deal with what is perhaps one of 
the most complex and puzzling phases of cosmic history. In the “ fore­
word” it is explained that, “  the standpoint is one o f judicious blending 
of thè light of Theosophy with the teachings contained in the Hindu 
Shâstras on the one hand, and with the inner light of reasoning and 
intuition on the other.” In the Transactions Nos. I. and II» of this same 
Lodge it was pointed out that the Monad could not come into contact 
with and modify for its own use, the opposite pole of the manifestation 
of the Life ; for there lay at the centre of Life, a sphere o f Being that 
could not be brought into contact with its periphery unless a link was 
forged betwixt the twain.

To forge this link then, the rigidity of matter as evolved out of the 
First Life Wave had to be toned down and made sufficiently plastic to 
respond to the pulsations of the energising Life.

So a third impulse was impelled from the Self of Being and is called 
the second Life Wave, which set in hiotion what is known as the 
tatiwas, permanent possibilities of sensation and the like. The re­
actions of this matter manifest successively as tamas or the •* dull vacuity 
of nescience overpowering consciousness ; then as Moha, or the mergence 
of the Life. These desire to keep up the nescience, or repulsion of the 
Life, followed by the complete identification of Life with this negation 
of Being. If this were not so, it could not subserve the needs of the 
Monad which must become in some way linked to matter and tamas so 
that the tattwas can mix and combine and so evolve the organism. 
Thus the second Life Wave, the author tells us, has to deal with the im­
pregnation of matter by the qualities of consciousness.

We are told then, that the Life energy of Vishnu, as the Life of 
Relation, builds a superstructure of definite relation and response. 
This too, on the plane of sensation, or the Astral Plane as it is called, 
though still limited, clothes the matter of that plane with sentiency ; 
since the power of evoking definite sensations forms yet another link

* Transactions No. Ill, of the Bengal T. S.
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unifying the opposite poles of the Self with the Not-Self. So that 
matter finally ceases resistant nescience and becomes in turn the field, 
the matrix, of the centre of Consciousness and, later on, its upadhi or 
vehicle.

Thus evolves matter, guided by the all-conscious Monad isolating 
Itself by reduction on the downward arc, and in this mode of assimila­
tion manifesting as kama, while during its upward arc this same kama 
is transmuted into love and self-sacrifice.

It is to be regretted that so able a treatise should be marred on well- 
nigh every page by typographical or grammatical errors that not only 
destroy the pleasure o f  the reading but render a most technical and 
abstruse subject far more complicated and difficult to follow. But at 
the same time the type and cover are distinctly artistic and suitable, 
leaving nothing to be desired.

FlO HARA.

THE SIDDHANTA.
The Siddhanta or the Universal Science, Evolution and Religion, 

by R. Shanmukha Mudaliyar, a copy of which has been sent us for 
review, is a small book that treats of the Religion taught by the Saiva 
Saints o f  Southern India as found in the Tamil Literature. It is divided 
into 36 chapters dealing respectively with the 36 Tattvas of Saiva Sid­
dhanta. The book  has an Introduction, Appendix and Index. The 
author has taken great pains to write this useful book, which might have 
been presented in more accurate and elegant English. With a little 
care, much o f  the misspelling of technical words can be avoided if 
another edition is issued.

G. K.

DIARIES.
W e have pleasure in acknowledging with thanks the receipt of 

several first class Diaries from our printers, Messrs. Thompson & Co., 
Broadway, Madras. T h ey  issue annually various sizes, each containing a 
large amount o f  local and general information that one can not well 
afford to do without. W e gladly recommend these •' Minerva” Diaries 
to the public.

A  PR A C TIC A L TEXT-BOOK OF SCIENCE*
This pamphlet, by  P. G. Sundaresa Sastri. B.A., National High 

School, Trichinopoty, will be found quite useful for Tamil students, 
who are not thoroughly familiar with English terms, as many Tamil 
meanings are added ; but it would have presented a much better appear­
ance had the proof corrections been made before publishing. As this 
work is for pupils o f  the Fourth Standard, others are in preparation, for 
the higher Standards, and each of the series will no doubt be very help­
ful in popularising scientific studies.

The other pamphlet, “ Appendix on Personal Hygietie.” f  We can 
heartily recommend. It should be widely circulated among Indian 
households, and i f  translated into all the leading Indian Vernaculars, 
it would be the means o f  doing much good.

# Southern Star Press, Trichinopoly, Price 10 annas, 
f  §rj Vani Vilas Press, Srirangam, Price 6  annas.
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We acknowledge, with thanks, th e following Pamphlets from
G. A. Xatesan &  Ca, Madras : “  Maitriya,” a  V ed ic  Story, by Pandit 
Sitanath Tattvabhushan, a reprint from the Indian Review. Price 8 
annas.

-  the Personal Equation in History ;** a Presidential Address to 

the South Indian Association, b y  M. R anga Chariar Avargal, M.A., 
Price 4 annas.

“ The Son-in-Law Abroad," or humorous, In dian  Folk-tales, by 
P. Ramachandra Rao, b j l . Price 6 annas.

Also, Tract No. i, on ** Transmigration.5* b y  G o vin d  Persfcad Verna, 
31.A., S.C-, from the Hindu Friends* Religious Association, Cawnpore.

MAGAZINES.
Tie Tisasap&tcal Review, December. In  ** The Mechanism of Mne­

monics. by David H. Wilson, M A , the relationship o f  ideas and facts 
to each other, and the help which a resemblance or contrast affords to 
the memory is lucidly explained and illustrated. The occult revelations 
concerning '* Atlantis.” as given b y  £ - are unique, strange and in­
teresting. but o f course their reliability is an open question. Rev. 
George W- Allen’s contribution— g A  M aster M ystic  ”  (No. II.), is a well 
written * Introduction to the writings and philosophy o f  Jacob Boehme, 
and is to be continued. Mr. G. R. S. Mead con tin ues his important 
translation, “  The Perfect Sermon, or the A sclep in s.5* Mrs - Basetn in 
an excellent article on “ Mysticism , ’ ’ s a y s :— “ A s  th e  Christ in man 
matures, so is the Atonement w rought, and it  is com pleted when the Son. 
rising above separation, knows him self as one w ith  h u m a n ity  and one 
with God. and in that knowledge becomes a veritable  Saviour, a true 
Mediator between God and Man, uniting both in h is own person, and 
thus making them one. T he M ystic cares not to  argu e about the dead- 
letter meaning o f an y dogma : he sees the heart o f  i t  b y  the light of his 
own experience, and to him its true value lies in  its  in n er content, not 
in its enter history.** J. H . E . writes briefly “ C o n ce rn in g  Tolerance,” 
and Dr. Arthur A . WeOs gives ns a characteristic, v e r y  readable and 
H S f nil it  spicy paper on •  Astral Hlnsions,'' e x p la in in g  h is  position—  

which seems on the «hole, to be quite a  reasonable one. Rev. C. G. 
Currie, D D . gives us an interesting article on “  H a e ck e l and Religion," 
based on Mr. A . S- MoriesT new work, "  H aeckel's Contribution to Reh- 
jwaH There are also other matters o f  interest in  th e  *  Watch-Tower *  

papers, at the beginning, and in “  Flotsam  and Jetsam,** a t the end— not 
In speak of the activities “ From M an y Lands.5* an d -  Reviews and 
Notices.“

T lr  A n n / n r  Glimmer, Novem ber and Decem ber issues, contains a 
large variety o f mattrr both original and selected, and th e  magazine is 
v d  worthy o f patronage.

Titwf& j m AustrulMsim. T h e c h ie f articles in  th e  November 
issue are, ** The Practice o f  R aja Y o g a *  (a useful p a p e r) by F_ G_ R .; 
-  An Experience. ' * No. D L. b y  J. L .; and, “ T h e  C h ild  an d its Training* 
(extracts translated front the German ,  b y  E dw in  B oh me.

Ti/temftkit Amsterdam. The issue for N ovem ber con tin u es H . J. 

van GtnkeTs article on “ The Great Pyram id.”  and g iv e s  n s  translations

•  U a d n . W atts C o . ;  i y i i  P rv e  o i
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from Mrs. B esan t on “ Dharma,” and “ T h e Pedigree of M a n a n d  from 
G. R. S. M ead, “ C on cern in g H . P. B .”  T h e closing article is b y  Dr. 
Ch. M. van D eventer, on “  P syche, and her method o f Expressing Her-

Magnire. in w h ich  “ T h e  Clerical H eadm asters’’ o f England are charac­
terised as ‘ a  national danger.’ T h e  following is the opening sentence:
“ It m ay b e  sa fe ly  said th a t th e Upper and M iddle Classes o f England  
are at th e  present m om ent the m ost ignorant persons o f their rank, 
opportunities and m eans in an y civilised State.’’ Further on the writer 
s a y s : 11 T h e y  care m ore for th eir g o lf  or their dogs than for their 
brains, and th in k  more o f success a t card tables than about the immor­
ta lity  o f  th e  soul.” T h e  schools are liberally endowed but the Masters 
do not develope th e  in tellectu al powers o f  their pupils, and the germs 

o f in tellectu al life, as is said b y  Mr. A- C . Benson in his “  Schoolmaster,” 

die “ a  natural death  from mere inanition.” T h e pupils are put through 
an established course, prosaically, bu t their interest all centres in out­
door gam es. O pin ion s o f  noted people in  E ngland are given to substan­
tiate th e view s o f  th e  writer and the paper should do much good.

F ollow in g th is, Mr. S in n ett s article on “ Professional Occultism’ is 

important, and deals w ith  th e  ‘ profound stupidity o f  people concerning 
the ‘ M ysteries o f  N atu re; Su rely, sensible and well informed peo­
ple can b u t v ie w  w ith  feelin gs o f  disgust the action o f the London 
Courts and Juries on th e  question o f Palm istry, which should be consid­
ered as related to  clairvoyan ce.

East and West. T h e  N ovem ber and December numbers present a 

variety o f  in te re stin g  m atter for all readers. In th e later issue. Rev. 
Ernest R. H u ll. S . J_, offers an earnest and valiant defence o f the charac­
ter o f  R obert d e  N obili, th e  Jesu it Missionary , concerning whom Dr. 
A lexan der H . Jap p  w rote ad versely in the October Number o f  this pe- 

riodicaL T h e  evid en ce b ro u gh t forward b y  M r. H ull seems to be worthy 

o f careful con sideration, and i f  true goes to  prove that Dr. Japp s posi­
tions w ere too h a s tily  tak en , and that D e Nobili did nos write the “ Esur 
Veda." “ T h e  In d ian  Sadhu, b y  Rai Bahadur T Ba y  Nath, is another 

valuable co n tribu tio n  in  th is  number, but all are good.
T ie  South A frica n  Theasafkisi few Novem ber concludes Mr. 

W yberg’s  in te re stin g  paper on ' T h e Ascetic Spirit-* FaHowiag t b s  

are som e w ell-ch o sen  reprints.

Daily Jdail (London^. T h e  “  Over-seas '  edition o f this enterpnsm g  
periodical is  d esign ed  to  su p p ly a real want b v  furnishing a w eekly

five sh illin gs, n e a rly  h a lf  o f  which is for postage. T h e paper is -

self.

Broad V iexs for N ovem ber contains a stirring article b y  T. Miller

o f  B ritish  new s
land, th u s se rv in g  as a direct 

Sir A lfred H arm sw orth, Bart 

gra tala ted  on h is  success s 
well arranged an d th e  m atter

success a

er o

from talented H in d u  writers.

The Ms Padki 71m i ir r * contains e x t
teachings of th e  Buddha.
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Buddhim, the mammoth illustrated quarterly review , issued by  the 
International Buddhist Society, Rangoon, com pletes its first year, with 
the issue for November, which has just reached us. A lth ou g h  the Editor 
is suffering from chronic ill-health, the attractive character o f  the 
periodical is well sustained, as is proved by  the literary  contents and 
illustrations o f  the present number. The frontispiece is an excellent 
portrait o f the late Sir Edwin Arnold; then we have an able and lengthy 
leader on “  The New Civilisation," and next Dr. Paul C a m s ’ important 
contribution on "T h e  Philosophy o f  Buddhism ." A m on g  the most 
noteworthy o f  the articles which follow  it m ay b e  m entioned, “  The 
Introduction o f  Buddhism into Burma, b y  "  Taw  Sein K o  “  The Aim 
o f Religion,” by J. F. M 'K echnie; “ The Stone A n tiqu ities  o f  Ceylon,” 
by Arthur A. Perera; and the conclusion o f  that in teresting  serial, ff In 
the Shadow o f Shwe Dagon." Besides m inor articles there also 150 

pages o f notes and news, reviews, etc. W e hope the E d itor  o f  this 
mammoth quarterly may live long to continue his g o o d  w ork .

Lucifer mit der Gnosis—We acknowledge w ith thanks the receipt o f 
Nos. 8-16, or Jan.-Sept. 1904 o f  Lucifer mit der Gnosis I ed ited  b y  Dr. 
Rudolf Steiner. This monthly magazine contains a grea t deal o f  in­
structive aud interesting information, contributed b y  various well-known 
writers in the theosophical domain, such as : Dr. S teiner h im self, Marie 
Livers, Ludwig Deinhard, G. Dyne, Kurt G eissler, M athilde Scholl, 
Albert Kniepf, Lothar Brieger-Wasservogel, Edouard S chure, Dr. H er­
mann Rlumenthal. v. Bfs„ Dr. R. Salinger, Dr. 0 .  K iefer, L u is  de Fulueta 
and Dr. K. Tinter. Some o f  the articles run through  severa l numbers, 
as for example : "  About the Aura o f  Man,”  and “  H ow  does on e  gain the 
knowledge o f  the Higher W orlds," by  Dr. S tein er; “ T h e  ch ildren  o f 
Lucifer,” a play in 5 acts, by Edoward Schur6, translated b y  M iss Marie 
Livers, “ Swedenborg’s views o f  the W orld ," b y  L oth ar Brieger- 
Wasservogel. Nearly every number contains som e “  Q uestions and 
Answers,” also a short article on “  The civilisation o f  the presen t tim e in 
the mirror o f Theosophy.” The magazine is well g o t  u p  and  printed  on 
good paper. We wish Dr. Steiner all success in his undertak ing.

Acknowledged with thanks numerous E xchanges n ot specified .

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.

"Thoughts, like the pollen of flowers, leave one brain and fasten to another.”

As an illustration of how the Theosophic leaven 
Theology is spreading, even in the theological field, we copy 
evolving. the subjoined paragraph from the City P ress of Sep­

tember, 24th ■
St F.thelburga, Bishopsgate.—With the Rev. Dr. Coff, the rector 

in the chair, a meeting of the " League of the Kingdom " was held on 
Tuesday at St Ethelburga’s, Bishopsgate. The subject for consideration 
was ” The Relations of Christianity and Theosophy." Dr. Coff, in an 
introductory address, expressed sympathy with the Theosophist up to a 
certain point, and addea that he himself was inclined to believe in re­
incarnation. A resolution as follows was afterwards drawn up to 
embody the belief of the Guild: “ That, by asserting that spirit is the 
one and only reality, this League desires to affirm its belief; (a) That 
religion is based on faith or mysticism, rather than on reasoning. (¿>) 
That Christian philosophy must not be dissociated from the facts of
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Christian experience, (c) That the League would welcome all co opera­
tion in furthering its objects from groups of people whose philosophy 
may differ from their own. (rf) That the League while not prepared to 
endorse all Theosophic teaching, would yet rejoice to know that those 
who hold it are helping on the acceptance of the spiritual basis of life. 
(?) That the brotherhood of man, insisted on by Jesus Christ, can only be 
effected by the realisation of the Divine in man.”

The above is very encouraging to Theosophists. Let us not be 
im patien t because the clergy do not more readily accept the teach­
in gs  o f  Theosophy, but bear in mind that the leaven is steadily 
w ork in g .

#
*  *

In Mr. Carl Snyder’s recent work, “ New concep- 
Dr. Bose, the tions in science,” * appreciative references are made 

Calcutta to the labours of India’s greatest scientist, as
Scientist. follows

“ From an electric wave 150 feet long to a light 
wave measuring a few millions of an inch is a far cry. The gap is 
wide. Nevertheless, the scientific imagination bridged that gap and 
accepted Hertz’ discovery as proof of the identity of the two. Since 
then the Calcutta physicist, Jagadis Chunder Bose, who was the first 
to send a signal by wireless telegraphy, has succeeded in producing 
electric waves, but two or three millimetres (about a tenth of an 
inch) long. (P. 52.)

“ In a recent book, ‘ The Response of Matter,’ the distinguished 
physicist of Calcutta, J. Chunder Bose, has done much to strike 
down the last distinction between living matter and dead. Just as 
there is no longer a ” missing link" in the chain of Darwinian evo­
lution, so there is no longer a dividing line between plant and 
animal, between mineral and vegetable, between the animate and 
the inanimate. There is no ‘ dead * matter.

* In some obscure degree, all matter lives.’ (P. 270.)
“ He [Marconi] was not the first to conceive the idea of utilising 

these [Hertz] waves for wireless telegraphy. That seems to have 
come independently to several minds. Professor Lodge was one of 
these ; and there was the young Hindu Professor, Jagadis Chunder 
Bose, of Calcutta, who has made so profound a study of the subject 
and contrived many curious and startling experiments. (P. 313.)

“ The waves used by Marconi to signal Newfoundland, Professor 
Fleming estimates at about 1,000 feet long, Professor Bose, of Cal­
cutta, has, with his tiny oscillators produced others of but a tenth 
of an inch.” (P. 323.)

*
*  *

The President of the T. S. received, some months 
Humbugs on ago, a letter headed—“ Temple of Occult Science,” 
Occult Titles, and written by a man who signs himself (after giving 

his name) “ Pres’t Adepts’ Association, Simla, India.” 
This “ Hierophant ” submits the name of an applicant for “ the 
seven degrees of Esoteric Wisdom,” and says his “ fees” have been 
paid and asks that his “ degree ” may be forwarded. As The Theo- 
sophist has referred, more than once, to various mystical frauds in 
this line, we may dismiss the present case as being too occult for fur­
ther consideration, only remarking that the neophyte who has paid 
his fees will undoubtedly gain “ Wisdom,” even if not of the “ esoter­
ic ” order.

* Second and revised edition. Harper and Brothers, 1904,
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The religious fervour of at least one Anglo- 
Apathy of Indian /omuiunity can be fairly well gauged by the 

Church-goers, following dismal confession of the Chaplain of the 
Ootacamund Station, in his recent sermon at St. 

Stephen’s Church
The Chaplain of the Station on Sunday, in a sermon pointing to the 

almost empty choir, very touchingly alluded to the departure of those 
members of the Army Head-Quarters Staff who had regularly sung 
there for very many years, and said that his appeals to men to come and 
sing in choir had proved fruitless. He said worship in St. Stephen's 
had become most formal. Members attended one Service and spent the 
rest of the Sunday out picnicing. To get teachers for the Sunday 
School he had practically gone down on his bended knees to individual 
members and he could not get them to help. The sick and the poor 
and the needy had been so far forgotten that it had been found necessary 
to go outside the four walls of tHe Church and establish a “ Sunshine 
League,” whose members visited the sick and needy, and further, when 
he spoke of the week day Services being neglected, he was pointedly told 
that it was “ preposterous" to open the church to Services between the 
two Sundays. »¡liJii-J-M *r»rf J .«¿jhirlj «. ■/ . ibiw

It will be remembered that during the Viceroyalty of Lôrd 
Lytton, the Home Government gave notice that unless more use 
were made of the services of Chaplains, the appointments would be 
withdrawn. Doesn’t the theology of the past need modifying ?

#*#
Colonel Olcott was recently applied to by one 

Old errors are M. Kandasawmy Pillay, Astrologer and Proprietor of 
hard to die, Jnanaratnakara Press, Dindigul, for pecuniary help 

towards perfecting his preparation for the “ Élixir” 
of life, within a year. In return for such help he promises to bind 
himself to give the Colonel all the medical aid that he may nèed 
for being able to relieve men from all the ills that flesh is heir to. 
After having done so, our Astrologer proposes to proceed to per­
form Tapas / / /

* - , , ...j-*
#  #  '  /  ( » /  /  j .V

Count Leo Tolstoy expresses himself quite fbrci* 
Tolstoy on bly on subjects relating to the welfare of mankind, 

W ar* and tells some plain, unvarnished truths. W e make 
a few extracts from a leaflet translated1 from his writ*1 

ings by Mrs. Louise Maude, où the subject of W a r - r t h e  title being, 
“ Thou shalt not kill.”' .

Kings and Emperors are surprised and horrified when one of them* 
selves is murdered, and yet the whole of their activity cqnsists in mana­
ging murder and preparing for murder. The keeping up, the teaching 
and exercising of armies with which Kings and Emperors are always so 
much occupied and of which they are the organizers, what is it but 
preparation for murder ?

The masses are so hypnotized that, though they see what is contin­
ually going on around them, they do not understand what it means. 
They see the unceasing care Kings, Emperors, and Presidents bestow on 
disciplined armies, see the parades, reviews, and manœuvres they hold, 
and of which they boast to one another, and the people eagerly crowd to 
see how their own brothers, dressed up in bright-coloured, glittering 
clothes, are turned into machines moving to the sound of drums and trum* 
pets, and who, obedient to the shouting of one man, all make the Same 
movements; and they do not understand the meaning of it all.

Yet the meaning of such drilling is very clear and simple. It is pre­
paring for murder. It means the stupefying of men in order to convert 
them into instruments for murdering.
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And it is just Kings and Emperors and Presidents who do it, and 
organize it, and pride themselves on it. And it is these same people whose 
special employment is murder-organizing, who have made murder their 
profession, who dress in military uniforms, carry weapons (swords at 
their side), who are horror-struck and indignant when one of themselves 
is killed.

The misery of the people is not caused by individuals, but by an or­
der of Society by which they are bound together in away that puts them 
in the power of a few, or more often one man : a man so depraved by his 
unnatural position of having the fate and lives of millions of people in 
his power that he is always in an unhealthy state and suffering more or 
less from a mania of self-aggrandizement, which is not noticed in him 
only because of his exceptional position.

Apart from the fact that such men are surrounded from the cradle to 
the . grave by the most insane luxury and its usual accompaniment of 
flattery and servility, the whole of their education, all their occupations, 
are centred on the one object of murder, the study of murder in the past, 
the best means of murdering in the present, the best ways of preparing 
for murder. From their earliest years they learn the art of murder in all 
possible forms, always carry about with them instruments of murder, 
dress in different uniforms, attend parades, manœuvres, and reviews, 
visit each other, present orders and commands of regiments to each other. 
And yet not only does nobody tell them the real name of their actions, 
not only does nobody tell them that preparing for murder is revolting and 
criminal, but they hear nothing except praise and words of admiration 
from all around them for these actions.

That part of the Press which alone reaches them, and which seems to 
them to be the expression of the feelings of the best of the people or 
their best representatives, exalts all their words and deeds, however 
silly qnd wicked they may be, in the most servile manner. All who 
surround them, men and women, whether cleric or laymen, all these 
people who do not value human dignity, vie with each other in flattering 
them in the most refined manner, agree with them in everything, and 
deceive them continually, making it impossible for them to know life as 
it is. These men might live to be a hundred and never see a real, free 
man, and never hear the truth.

We are sometimes appalled by the words and deeds of these men, but 
if we only consider their state we cannot but see that any man would act 
in the same way in such a position. A reasonable man can do but one 
thing in such a position, t ,\ e „  leave it. Everyone who remains in such a 
position will act in the same manner.

Therefore it is not necessary to kill Alexanders and Nicholases, 
Williams and Humberts, but only to leave off supporting the social con­
dition of which they are the product. It is the selfishness and stupefied 
state of the people who sell their freedom and their honour for insignifi­
cant material advantages, which supports the present state of society.

Those who stand otl the lowest rung of the ladder, partly as a conse­
quence of being stupefied by a patriotic and falsely religious education, 
partly for the sake of personal advantages, give up their freedom and 
their feeling of human dignity to those who stand higher, and who offer 
them material advantages. . In a like position are those standing a little 
higher. They, too, through being stupefied, and especially for material 
advantages, give up their freedom and sense of human dignity. The 
same is true of those standing still higher; and so it continues up to the 
highest rungs, up to the person or persons who standing on the very 
summit of the social cone, have no one to submit to, nor anywhere to rise 
to, and have no motive for action except ambition and love of power. These 
are generally so depraved and stupefied by their insane power over life 
and death, and by the flattery and servility from those around them, 
which is connected with such power, that while doing evil they feel con­
vinced they are the benefactors of the human race. It is the people 
themselves who, b}’ sacrificing their human dignity for material profits, 
produce these men, and are afterwards angry with them for their stu­
pid and cruel acts. Murdering such people is like spoiling children 
and then whipping them.
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Very little seems needed to stop oppression and useless war, and to 
prevent anyone from being indignant with those who seem to be the 
cause of such oppression and war, only that things should be called by 
their right names and seen as they are ; that it should be understood 
that an army is an instrument of murder, that the recruiting and drilling 
of armies which Kings, Emperors, and Presidents carry on with so much 
self-assurance are preparations for murder.

If only every King, Emperor, and President would understand that 
his work of organizing armies is not an honourable and important duty, 
as his flatterers persuade him it is, but a most abominable business, i.e., 
the preparing for and the managing of murder ; if only every private 
individual understood that the payment of taxes which helps to equip 
soldiers, and above all, military service, are not immaterial but highly 
immoral actions, by which he not only permits murder, but takes part 
in it himself—then this power of the Kings and Emperors which arouses 
an indignation, and for which they now get killed, would of itself come 
to an end.

And so the Alexanders, Carnots, Humberts, and others must not be 
killed, but it ought to be proved to them that they are murderers; and 
above all, they should not be allowed to kill men : their orders to murder 
should not be obeyed.

If men do not yet act in this manner, it is only because of the 
hypnotic influence Governments for self-preservation so diligently, 
exercise on them. Therefore we can contribute towards stopping people 
from killing Kings and each other, not by murder (murders only streng­
then this hypnotic state), but by awakening men from it.”

We may add that when, ages hence, the historian reviews the 
atrocities committed by nations of this present age, he must char­
acterise such nations as grossly barbaric rather than civilised and 
enlightened. Still, at the present stage of human evolution war 
seems to be, in some cases, unavoidable.

•
*  *

A contributor to London Light (for 9th July) 
The presents the following sensible ideas over the signa- 

Mastery ture of “ Anti-Fear ” :
of FearV It is undoubtedly easier to point out the dis­

astrous consequences of self-surrender to pessimistic 
moods and fear-thoughts than it is to overcome them, yet, to be of 
practical service to the readers of these papers, it is essential that 
I should at least attempt to show how fear may be mastered and 
cast out from the mind.

By persistent, active desire most people find the way to realise 
what they strongly need, so that the first question I should put to 
the victim of fear-thoughts would be: How much do you want to
be healthy, free, buoyant, and happy ? If you are in downright 
earnest you will be persevering and determined, and though you 
may not succeed at the first, or even the hundredth attempt, yet 
you will, by continued endeavour, gain self-control, master your 
moods, banish unpleasant, weak, or vicious thoughts, and substitute 
for them others that are clean, bright, happy, and helpful. Many 
people slip, or drift, into certain modes of thought and conduct 
unconsciously and form habits unintentionallj'. Now the remedy 
for this sort of thing is to purposefully form new habits of thought 
by attention, concentration, and resolute cheerfulness. In fact, 
one must' assume a virtue ’ until it becomes habitual and natural.

The man who makes his mark in the world is confident, affir­
mative, and persistent. He believes in himself and calls upon all 
his psychic forces to enable him to effect his purpose. Self-reliant 
and fearless, he expects success, and works with that thought in 
mind. He enjoys combating difficulties, for they test him, and
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afford him opportunities for putting out his strength : he glories in 
the tussle and emerges stronger and more fit as the result of the 
struggle. A  cheerful, alert attitude, and resolute application to the 
task in hand, are the secrets of success in the formation of character, 
the development of a strong personality, and the enjoyment of life.

The first thing to be borne in mind by the student is this : 
Every spirit is a centre of Divine energy. Spirit is power ; you 
are^ spirit, therefore power-ful. Have faith in, and rely upon, 
your own ability to control your thoughts and direct your mind- 

' forcés for self-possession and self-expression ; for by trusting your- 
self you are trusting God— in whom j?ou live and have your being. 
You cannot prevent thoughts from entering your mind, but you 
can, and must, refuse to be hospitable to those which are calculated to 
injure or depress you. Instead of seeing shadows, dreading dangers 
and growing weak and morbid, you can resolutely ‘ right about face’ : 
and turn back from the downward path. Every step of the way up 
and out will mean increase of strength and cheer. When hope, 
not fear, reigns supreme in your heart, then ‘ success is certain if 
energy fail not.’

Remember you have been giving yourself ‘ suggestions’ of
• fear, of failure, and of disease, and by worry and anxiety you have 
weakened your will and undermined your resisting and executive 
powers. Now give yourself suggestions of strength, health, and 
happiness —and do it systematically, with sanguine anticipations of 
positive results.

Take affirmative ground and say : ‘ Some men have triumphed, 
what they have done /  will do. I can, and will, obtain mastery of 
myseif and win my freedom ; I will be calm, serene, self-reliant 
and happy ; I will find the good in myself and my fellows, and by a 
cheerful, confident, and appreciative attitude I will thankfully 
enjoy the blessings which come to me. ’

The uphill path is invariably harder to tread than the down­
grade track, but with the inspiration of faith and love you will 
assuredly gain the victory— and ‘ Blessed is he that overcometh.’ 

Remember—all unfoldment is from within outwards, and is, 
therefore, spiritual— it may be slow but it is sure ; it is the spirit 
attaining to consciousness of its powers. Its ability to manifest 
its innate divinity depends upon the intensity of its realisation that 
spirit is pure, perfect, and powerful. The following suggestions on
* How to think,’ given in the June issue of Now, may be of service 
to you :—

The rule laid down by Now based upon the affirmation that a 
man is governed by his conviction of truth, is this: ‘ Think only 
those thoughts that have their origin and end in happiness ! ’

How to do this is explained in these words : ‘ These thoughts, 
voluntarily chosen, are to be held in consciousness by the will, until 
they have made brain cells through which they hold themselves in 
the consciousness in that automatic action which we term “ habit.” ’ 

Now contends that just as unsolicited ‘ tramp ’ thoughts, criminal 
thoughts, vicious thoughts, sick thoughts, poverty thoughts, fear 
thoughts, worry thoughts, unholy thoughts, take possession of the 
consciousness and make people miserable, so holy thoughts can be 
entertained and encouraged, and affirms that they will cling to those 
who make them welcome, and give them health and happiness.

Replying to the question : ‘ Why do unpleasant thoughts cling 
so tenaciously ? ’ Now replies :—

* Because you have created the habit of entertaining them. You 
Concentrate your attention upon them, You try to get rid of them.
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You antagonise them. Each of these mental attitudes is a method 
of concentration. Each keeps the attention fixed upon the thought 
of which one would fain be rid.. But the fact of importance is, that 
the power to concentrate upon unpleasant thoughts is also the power 
by which we concentrate upon pleasant ones. The power to con­
centrate involuntarily and under the pressure of necessity, as does 
the book-keeper and the man of business, includes the power to con­
centrate at will and desire upon any chosen thought. How to think, 
is to think a chosen thought; it is to pay attention to i t ; let it have its 
way with you just as you let those self-elected thoughts have rule 
over you.

‘ This is applying the law of suggestion to your daily life. You 
know now that to think a thought is to be that thought in expression. 
Therefore the only rule for thinking is : Pay attention to the 
thought you have chosen. Let all but chosen thoughts come and 
go without paying attention to them. In a little while you will not 
know that other thoughts come calling, so interested are jou in the 
thought-friend whom you are entertaining.

• I find it helpful to personify thoughts. It helps concentration. 
Therefore when you rest, and especially when you retire after a day 
of business, or care, or unhappiness, do not invite the day-thought 
to accompany you. You would not invite to your couch a strange 
and unwelcome person who came uninvited into your home, neither 
should you invite a strange or unwelcome thought-person to become 
a companion. Think of thoughts as persons, and bid adieu to those 
whose presence is not desired. Those whose company is pleasant 
invite to accompany you. Choose a pleasant thought for a com­
panion for the night. Talk to it. If you cannot do so mentally 
and concentrate, it will help you to do so orally. Thus you will grow 
into the habit of concentrating upon chosen thoughts, just as now 
you are in the habit of concentrating upon the “ tramp, ” worry, and 
fear thoughts.’

1 '• *

Errata. In October Theosophist, p. 26th (Dr. Burnett’s 
article on Food):—

(1) The second paragraph should have been placed first.
(2) Substitute the following for the portion printed on page 

IX. of the Supplement for last month under the heading of “ New 
Books for the Adyar Library—Eastern Section

Acknowledged with thanks:—
Bhaktimanjari, an excellent Sanskrit composition by His Highness 

Svati Tirunal Sri Rama Varma Kulasekhara Perumal, Maharajah of 
Travancore (who reigned from 1813 to 1847 A. D.), published under the 
authority of the Government of His Highness the Maharajah of Travan­
core—presented by the Travancore Government at the instance of 
Srimat Kerala Varma, C. S. I., Valia Koil Tampnran.

Jagannatha Yijaya of Rudra Bbatta (Canarese), and Bhodhayana 
Grihya Sutra (Sanskrit),both published under the authority of the Gov­
ernment of His Highness the Maharajah of Mysore (Government Oriental 
Library Series)—presented by the Mysore Government.

Bhagavat Bhakti-Tejas; and Daiva Bhakti-Manas Vishayam (Two 
pamphlets in Tamil)-presented by the President of the Sri Krishna 
Lodge, T. S., Enangudi.

Purchased.
Yajnavalkya Smriti and Patanjala Yogasutrani—published by the 

Anandasraipa, Poona, f
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The 225 Delegates * present at the Benares Conventions of 1904 
were much pleased to see the building improvements that have 
been made within the past two years. The New Laboratories, the 
Lloyd Memorial Library, the upper story of the Boarding House, 
the Girls’ School, the Staff Headquarters and other structures, bear 
testimony to the devoted persistence with which the Section and 
College Officers are preparing for the increase of work that will tax 
all their energies in the near future.

Within the College compound there are six buildings, covering 
a total area of about 50,000 square feet, or nearly 1.6 acres. Most of 
the buildings are of two but the college building has three stories. 
The building for the Girls’ School is of two stories and covers some 
3,000 square feet. The College Staff quarters covers the same area. 
In the Section compound are some fifteen buildings, covering 62,000 
square feet, or acres. The outlay on College buildings has been 
about Rs. 1,30,000 besides the original value of the buildings given 
to the College by His Highness the Maharajah of Benares, say 
Rs. 50,000. The two compounds—the Indian Section and the 
College—include some thirteen acres of ground or about half that of 
our Headquarters at Adyar, that on buildings for the use of the 
Indiau Section some Rs. 50,000.

The same feeling of cordiality and mutual sympathy that one 
expects to see shown at all our Conventions was exhibited on this 
occasion, while the telegrams received from all parts of the country 
proved that the gathering was occupying the thoughts of members

# Bengal 7 3 ; United and Central Provinces 55 ; Behar 39 ; Punjab 1 5 ; 
Madras 20 ; Bombay 18, and five others.
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in the remotest,districts. Among the telegrams were two from His 
Highness the Maharajah Pertab Singh of Kashmir and Jammu, 
speaking for himself and the branches of Srinagar and Jammu; and 
one from Rome, Italy, the reading of which excited much interest.
| Europeans” present, were from France, Germany, Russia, Great 
Britain, the United States, New Zealand, Australia, etc.

P r e s id e n t ’s  A d d r e s s .

Brothers: With great pleasure I welcome you all on the 
occasion of the opening of the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 
our Society, assembled under the now established bi-ennial rule at 
the sacred city of Benares. Again I have the delight of meeting 
many of my oldest friends and colleagues whose residences are so 
far from Adyar that they are virtually prevented from attending our 
South-Indian gatherings and coming in personal contact with the 
devoted workers of that part of India.

The official year just closed has been one of undiminished pros­
perity and important results. The influence of our movement has 
not only gathered force in the countries already occupied by us, but 
has extended to others; little by little it is spreading in the four 
directions and new centres of activity have been developed. New 
Sections will shortly be chartered in Cuba, South America and 
South Africa ; in fact the first two would have been so already but 
for unavoidable obstacles due to the fact that my Presidential Agent 
for Spanish-speaking countries has been located at Buenos Aires, 
and the Cuban correspondence has had to reach me through that 
circuitous channel, thus causing great delay'; and that complications 
have arisen at Buenos Aires with respect to a change in the incum­
bency of the office of Presidential Agent.

T he International Congress.
One of the most important events of the year was the Interna­

tional Congress of European Sections, which met at Amsterdam in 
June last under the Chairmanship of Mrs. Besant. Thanks to the 
admirable practical management and self-sacrificing devotion of our 
Dutch colleagues, the meeting was in every respect a perfect success. 
The representatives from Great Britain, Germany, Italy, France, 
Russia, Scandinavia, Switzerland, Wurtemburg, Bavaria, Belgium 
and Holland have written me in terms of enthusiastic appreciation 
of the welcome given them and the unflagging kindness and solici­
tude for their comfort shown them throughout their stay. The 
great note of human brotherhood and loving mutual sympathy 
sounded throughout the meetings, instructive discussions were held, 
and papers read daily by delegates ; various social functions calcu­
lated to create or strengthen personal ties between the hosts and 
their visitors were given and, to crown all, there was an exhibition 
of Arts and Industries, the contributors to which were members of 
t&e Society.
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F e d e r a t i o n .

| note with satisfaction the growth of a tendency to create Fede-» 
rations between Branches belonging to fixed geographical areas and, 
as in India, that land of so many races and languages, between 
branches whose members speak a common language. Nothing but 
unstinted praise can be given to these movements whose activities 
imply the binding together of members, branches and Sections in 
the tie of Brotherhood and mutual aid. I should be glad to see them 
extended to all parts of the world for I regard them as a strong 
agency for teaching our members the value of organisation and for 
training them to acquire the habit of self-reliance against the future 
time when my death will leave the Society temporarily without a 
head, and great changes may be made in the constitution. To my 
mind it is likely to have a similar effect on the future strength of 
our movement as would the stiengthening of individual States of 
the American Union upon the collective power and dignity of the 
Federal Government itself. So I repeat that I am in favour of 
these local Conventions, International Congresses and district fede­
rations.

What a wonderful extension the movement has already got is, 
to my mind, illustrated in the two facts that a Theosophical book 
was published this year in Iceland, and that we have an active 
Branch at Iuvercargill, New Zealand, the most southerly town in 
the world; moreover, on the grave-stone of a poor woman belonging 
to our Auckland Branch, who died on a small island out in the 
Pacific, has been cut the seal of our Society, and thus, as 
Mr. Davidson says, “ it stands as a silent witness of faith and devo­
tion | as a pioneer of Theosophy; an outpost in the great wilderness 
of islands that are the remnants of an ancient Pacific continent.”

W h i t e  L o t u s  D a y .
The announcement made by me lastvear of the widening of the 

Anniversary of H. P. B.’s death into a “ Day of Remembrauce, ” 
as reminiscent of the services and examples of all our deceased 
members, wasa as you know, universally approved and this anniver­
sary is now a fixed fact.

A d ya r .

Those who attend the Thirtieth Annual Convention, at Adyar, 
next year, will find it looking more beautiful than ever. The 
Library Building is now complete and is one of the handsomest 
buildings of the kind in any country. Plain and unpretentious exter­
nally, it is still a noble building of two storeys with columned 
verandahs and n o  feet long; inside, the new and old parts have 
been connected by an archway, the floors are laid in marble, the 
teak wood shelving gives room for 50,000 to 60,000 volumes, and I 
hope to see them filled within the next few years.

It is built in the most substantial fashion; the walls are two 
feet thick, of brick and mortar, and coated on the outside with a
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Stucco of Portland cement of the best quality. A second pair of 
superbly carved doors has been made for the new building and the 
interior presents a most attractive appearance. European visitors, 
among whom was a Russian architect, have expressed great aston­
ishment at the small cost of this beautiful structure. For the 
edification of those of our members who do not know about the cost 
of construction in Western countries, I give the following figures i 
Dimensions of the building, about 110x40 feet; or, doubling this for 
the two storeys, 220x80 feet, superficial measurement; the total 
cost of the building, old and new parts, was Rs. 23,300 ; this includes 
16,000 days work, at an average of six annas (six pence, or twelve 
cents) per day. About seven lacs of wall bricks and tiles, 175 tons 
of slaked lime and 23 tons of cement have been used. The bricks cost 
an average of Rs. 4.8 (6/6d. or $1.44) per thousand, delivered. I do 
not know a better way to give an idea of the relative cost of erecting 
structures in India and in Western countries than this. Besides 
the library, I have built during the year a store-house (godown), 
30 x 50 feet, with stone floor, strong walls, and iron roof—a thing 
which has long been wanted.

As you know, the Library has hitherto had no property of 
its own, its building and collections as well as the major portion of 
its working expenses having been paid for out of Headquarters’ 
funds. Henceforth this will be all changed, for the estate of our 
late Cuban colleague, Señor Salvador de la Fuente y Romero, has 
been settled, all but the small sum of Fes. 16,500 at Paris, and the 
money realised. The wording of the testator’s will was obscure and 
so the question of heirship was referred to our eminent colleague, 
Sir S. Subramanier, Justice of the High Court of Madras, and he 
has decided that Mrs. Besant and I, respectively representing the 
Central Hindu College and the Ad)rar Library, are co-heirs. We 
have come to an amicable settlement of accounts, consequently, and 
have ’divided the money between us, each receiving out of the 
divisible surplus left after the payment of all expenses, the sum of 
Rs. 1,25,000. As you know, there is still to be settled the estate of 
Mr. C. A. White, of Seattle, U.S. A., which I hope will be effected 
during the coming year, and which will add another large sum to 
the invested capital of the Adyar Library. Possibly, though I hope 
to the contrary, I may have to make the long journey to Seattle in 
connection with this business.

The working up of the registers of the voluminous membership 
of the Society has occupied the greater share of Miss Week’s atten* 
tion throughout the year, but is now approaching completion, It 
is lamentable to think of the state of confusion into which the 
membership Registers had fallen owing to the causes which I 
mentioned in my last annual address. Things are now, happily, 
reduced to system and henceforth the work of the Recording Secre­
tary’s office will go on in an orderly manner. Unfortunately some*
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body else will have to do the work, for my able Private Secretary 
has decided on leaving India during the coming Spring, on account 
of her health, after five years of faithful service, to my great regret 
and the loss to the Society.

The Indian Dharmasala, promised in my last Address, has now 
been opened, a good Brahmin cook has been engaged, and Indian 
visitors may now be sure of comfortable quarters and food when­
ever they come.

When the books of the Western Section are removed from their 
present room to the new one provided for them in the completed 
library building, I shall set apart half of the vacated space as a 
Reading Room, accessible to all who may wish to consult our books 
and magazines.

Visitors at last year’s Convention at Adyar will remember in 
what peril we stood one evening when the river was in flood and we 
were warned by the police that if a certain huge tank should burst its 
dam our house would be in danger of being swept away. To avoid 
a similar risk iu future, I have constructed a stone revetment west­
ward from the Main Building to a sufficient distance to protect us 
from anything to be reasonably apprehended.

H e l p in g  o u r  A g e d  a n d  D is a b l e d  W o r k e r s .

Among the subjects which have been pressing upon my mind 
is that of the necessity of formulating, if possible, a scheme for the 
relief of prominent workers who have devoted their time and 
strength to the Society’s interests but have reached a point where 
they are incapacitated for public service and find themselves with­
out resources for their maintenance. The point was made acute by 
the sudden disablement, by a paralytic stroke, of Mr. T. V. Charlu, 
Treasurer of the Society aud Business Manager of the Theosophist 
office. For about twenty years, Mr. [Charlu has been conspicuous 
for his constant devotion to our iuterests aud, as his salary, like 
others hitherto paid in the Society, has been small, it has been 
impossible for him to lay by a provision for the future. His case, 
of course, opened up before me the whole question of old age pen­
sions and allowances. After considering many schemes I have 
found none exactly adapted to our circumstances, and upon this 
matter I would gratefully receive any practical suggestion. Since 
Mr. Charlu’s case was made public, various Branches and individ­
uals have conveyed to me their ideas. The latest is from our 
Karachi Branch, and the following two plans are suggested by 
them :—

“ (i) That a contribution of eight annas to one rupee (8d. to 1/4, 
or 16 cts. to 32 cts.) be levied on all members specially for this 
fund aud collected annually with the annual dues ; or,

I (2) That an association like a Mutual Provident Fund be 
established for the benefit of the members of the Theosophical 
Society, this benefit being intended only for those who join it. For
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this purpose some subscription, payable annually or otherwise, be 
fixed. From the total amount so collected a portion, say i/8th, be 
allotted for the disabled workers’ fund, and the balance distributed 
to the families of the deceased members.”

Certain difficulties suggest themselves in this connection. In 
the first place, the whole number of workers at all our centres of 
activity, who are likely to be affected by this scheme, is small and 
consequently the sum that could be realised for the benefit of any 
one case would be entirely inadequate for their permanent support, 
or even, ir, most cases, for their temporary relief. Secondly, what 
would be substantial relief in India would be the merest palliative 
in any Western country, especially in America or South Africa, where 
incomes and expenses are enormous y greater than in this country.

Then, again, we must consider the question whether the disabled 
worker has a family dependent upon him or not. One has only 
to add up the figures of the reported incomes of the Headquarters 
and of the Sections to realize what a very small sum it is in the 
aggregate, and how absurdly little could be collected by either of 
the Schemes hitherto presented to me, including those of Karachi. 
The system of Government pensions is practically perfect, but the 
pension money is provided for the purpose out of public 
revenues, and hence the burden is distributed over the whole body 
of tax payers. I confess that, so far as now advised, I can think of 
nothing better than that each case should stand upon its own 
merits, and our well-to-do members consider it their duty to send 
me whatever they can afford to meet each one.

Reports of Sections.

The official returns by the General Secretaries of Sections, to 
be presently read to you, are, on the whole, encouraging and satis­
factory ; a weakening of interest in certain districts or countries being 
counterbalanced by greater activity in others and the opening up 
of new fields of work. You will not fail to notice the singular 
persistency with which the number of our American Branches 
hovers about what we may call the fixed point of the number Seventy : 
it is really a very interesting circumstance. The visit of Mr. I*ead- 
beater, to the United States extending over more than two years’ time 
seems to have been most productive of good results. Wherever 
he has gone a powerful influence has been exerted on the public 
mind, and unquestionably he has prepared the way for the great 
awakening of the American people to the claims of Theosophy 
which I foresee in the near future. We have the pleasant antici­
pation of his presence at next year’s Convention at Adyar, his 
former home, his love for which he tells me has never weakened.

Registration.

Twenty years ago, when the Society began to own property, J
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Urged upon the Convention to devise a scheme under which the 
title of our Real and Personal estate should vest in a Board of 
Trustees, elected by the Convention and representing the whole 
Society. In the series of our Annual Reports several debates and 
actions upon this subject will be found recorded. Not to occupy 
time and space unnecessarily, I may summarise the matter by saying 
that several committees of our ablest lawyers at different Conven­
tions found it impossible to devise any plan which would meet the 
difficulty found in the international character of our Society. The 
nearest approach to a solution was the passing of a resolution at the 
Convention of 1890 providing for the creation of a Board of Trustees, 
of whom I should be ex-officio Chairman and have the exclusive 
management of the property during my life. This Deed was drawn 
up by a special committee composed of Mr. (now Sir) S. Subra- 
manien, Mr. Bertram Keightley and myself; formally adopted, dated 
the 14th December 1892, and registered in the office of the Registrar 
of Deeds of the Chingleput District for the Taluk of Saidapet, in 
which our property is. situated. The members of the Board are 
Messrs. Mead, Keightley, Fullerton, English, Edal Behram and 
T. Ramachandra Row, four residents in India and three in England 
and America, with myself ex-officio. Since coming here I have 
submitted this document to Mrs. Besant and she finds that it 
contains ample provision for the protection of the Society’s Real 
Estate, the only thing left uncovered being money lying in bank in 
my name. As the majority of our liquid assets are in the form of 
Government paper and mortgages on property, and the working 
balances in banks are never very large, and as, moreover, for 
some time past I have been having the Government paper and 
the Panchama Education Fund recorded in the joint names of Dr. 
English and myself, with the proviso that, in case of my death, the 
accounts would be carried on by the survivor without involving 
any liability to Succession Tax or other imposts, it will be seen 
that even now the chances of loss to the Society on my death are 
very small. I have sent around a circular to the members of the 
General Council, asking their opinions about a plan which I pro­
posed, to have the Adyar library incorporated—now that it has an 
actual fund of more than a lac of rupees and a fair prospect of 
having double that amount before long; and of making this Board 
the custodians of the Society’s property, without giving them any 
power to dispose of the same or to interfere in any way in the 
management of the Society. Some replies have come in, the others 
I am awaiting. It is the opinion of some of my valued friends 
that we can, under a new Indian Law, register the Society without 
prejudice to the constitutional rights of our members in sectional- 
ized and non-sectionalized countries outside India. Of course the 
question is of too deep importance for me to decide hastily; I shall 
continue to give it my best attention, and with the advice and
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consent of the General Council, take action at the earliest practica­
ble moment. It goes without saying that, after having nursed and 
directed this monster movement from its cradle onward to the 
present time, I shall never consent to put myself under the control 
of any committee who should have the right to decide what I 
should or should not do as to management. I have ever been ready 
to retire from office and return the executive powers given me by 
my colleagues into their hands; but unanimous refusals to accept 
my resignation have thrice been voted, and I have had it clearly 
intimated to me by Those who stand behind this movement that I 
must stick to my post; so I hope that, for the comparatively short 
time that I can now count upon to live, I may be molested as little 
as possible with petty details which I am quite competent to handle 
without interference. The main thing is that the Society should be 
protected against any pecuniary loss in case of my death, and this 
shall have our serious attention. I hope that you will get a better 
man than myself to fill the place which I leave vacant, but beware 
of allowing anything like personal preferences to influence your 
choice. Of whatsoever nationality or religion he may be, he must 
be so free from racial or sectarian trammels as to be able to think in 
continents and respond to heart-beats across the oceans.

F in a n c ia l .

You will find the Treasurer’s Report, I think, satisfactory, our 
income having been sufficient for our needs. The estate of our late 
colleague, Senor de la Fuente, has, as above stated, yielded us about 
Rs. 1,25,000, but there is'still a small unrealised balance to be settled, 
and the actual net proceeds from the property will be reported in 
my next annual address.

The loan made some seven years ago on a Zemindary in Behar, 
at the rate of iô °/0 interest has been a source of constant vexation, 
and the original Rs. 20,000 has called for other advances of 
Rs. 52,000 to buy the property outright at a Government sale, and 
thus save the original investment. Happily, the Trustees of the 
Central Hindu College have voted to take over the property from 
me at cost, and to make good as much as possible of the interest 
when they dispose of the property, which they hope to do at a 
profit. Out Rs. 72,000 has beeu repaid and restored to the different 
funds from which I was obliged to temporarily borrow it.

G row th  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y .

Our statistical returns from the different Sectious show that we 
have issued fifty-four New Branch charters during the past jrear, or 
seven more than were issued in 1903. The movement, therefore, is 
growing stronger year by year.



C h a r t e r s  is s u e d  b y  the  T . S. to the close of 1904.

America has added ten. new Branches to her list during the 
past year and eleven of her former Branches have been dissolved, or 
amalgamated with other Branches.

India has added twenty-two new Branches to her Section, nine 
dormant ones have been revived and four centres formed.

I11 the British Section five new Branches have been formed.
New Zealand has one new Branch.
In the Scandinavian Section six new Branches have beeh 

formed.
Germany has four new Branches.
South America has one new Branch.
In Cuba one new Branch has been chartered.
In South Africa four new Branches have been formed.

Rocalities of New Branches.

American Section Wilkesbarre, Pa.; Spokane, Wash.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; Webb City, Mo.; Brooklyn, N. Y .; Boston 
Mass. ; (2) Norfolk, Va.; San Krancisco, Calif.; Rock Island, 111.

British Section :—Clifton, South Manchester, Dublin, Brus­
sels (Belgium), Rfigos (West Africa).

Indian Section Quilon, Kottayam, Alleppy, Allahabad, 
Kishengarh, Manjeri, Diamond Harbour, Rarnnad, Jhansi, Moradabad, 
Enangudy, Hubli, Mirzapur, Dhulia, Tuticorin, Saharanpur, Hospet, 
Kurundwad, Nilambar, Bhawanipur, Porbandar, and Hoshiampore.

Scandinavian Section Ostersund, Mahno, Copenhagen, Eslof,
Christianstad, Gefle.

N ew Zealand Section :—Onehunga.
Italian Section Milan, Genoa, Palermo, Reghorn, Tern1, 

Venice, Turin.
German Section Nuremburg, Munich, Dresden,'‘Cologne.
South America :—San Jose (Costa Rica).
Cuba Sancti Spiritus, f

2
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South A frica Pretoria, Durban, Hillbrow (Johannesburg), 
Cape Town.

G r o w th  o f  t h e  L ib r a r y .

We are now in a position to begin the publication oi the 
monthly Sanskrit journal, long since planned, which will give to the 
world, reprints and translations of the rare manuscripts in our col­
lection. There has been a good deal of trouble during the year 
about the Librarianship, Mr. G. Krishna Sastri having thought it 
best to resign and the gentleman appointed in his place having had 
to be dismissed for incompetence. Mr. Krishna Sastri has, fortu­
nately, been persuaded to resume his place and things are now run­
ning smoothly. I am in hopes of being able to find, as general 
Director, a European Orientalist of recognised position, who will 
lend dignity to the Library and help it to take the place it ought to 
among the Oriental libraries of the world.

The Senior Pandit has made the following Report :—

THE ADYAR LIBRARY.

To the President-Founder, T.S., Managing Trustee of the A dyar Library.

I beg to submit the following report on the progress of the Adyar 
Library for the year ending 31st December 1904.

We had at the beginning of the current year, 3,376 MSS. and 4,385 
printed works in thé Eastern Section and 6,256 printed works in the 
Western Section as shown in Statement A., not reckoning the dupli­
cates of 2,917 MSS, and 878 printed works in the Eastern Section.

The two Pandits of the Library made their tours this year in the 
neighbouring districts with such results as are shown in Statement B.

Statement C. shows the amount of copying and comparing work 
done during the year.

Statement D. gives particulars regarding MSS. loaned for copying.

The Registers maintained in the Library show, that during the 
year, 467 visitors (not counting the Indian ladies, school boys and those 
who are unable to write) have visited the Library and 1,078 works 
from the Western Section and 121 works from the Eastern Section 
have been used by the Members at the Headquarters and by those 
who came from outside for purposes of reading and reference.

Owing to changes in the Library staff, no appreciable progress 
has been made in the catalogue work. An alphabetical list of printed 
Sanskrit books is the only work that has been completed during the 
year. ,

5— 12— 1904*
T. Y ajnesvara D ik s h it a , 

Senior Pandit,
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S ta te m e n t  A .

Manuscripts and printed books in theEastern and Western Sections of 
the Adyar library, as per stock taken on ist December 1904.

Subjects.

1. Samskrita literature
2. Vernacular do.
3. Buddhistic do.
4. Other religious do.
5. Miscellaneous do.

This year's addition. 
As per Statement B. ...
Purchased ...
Presented ... ... ...
As per Statement C. ...

Westebn S ection. 
At the beginning of 1904 
Presented ... •••

Mann- Printed
scripts. Works.

...

3,015
287

62
2

10

2,8»
96

• •«' I

• ••

2,081
786

1,368
86
70

596
262

Total... 3,376 2,917 4,385 1 878

... 32
16

24

96

9 
• ••

72 7

Total... 72 97 72
L

... ... ... 6,256
137 2

Total.. ... ... 6,393 2

Grand Total.. 3,448 3,014 10.85C 887

Statement B.

Manuscripts and printed books collected for the Adyar Library
during the year 1904.

MSS. Printed
W orks.

Through whom collected.

O
ri

gi
­

na
l.

D
up

li­
ca

te
. 1

’S?.-!t  «8 
O B

1
'S. ®
S o3

P  «

Through T . Yajneswara Dikshita ... 26 49
Purchased from db ... ... 2 M. ... ...
Through V . Krishnamachariyar ... ... 6 39 ...
Purchased through K . Gopalaiyar ... ... 4 ... ...
Purchased from Prasannachariya ... 6

9Presented by Desikachariya ... ... ... ...
Purchased from T. Venkatrama Aiyengar, Retired 

Police Inspector 4 ... ■ ..j ...

T ota l... 48 97 \ $  • ...
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S ta tem en t  C.

Work of copying manuscripts for the Adyar Library turned out
during 1904.

By whom copied.
No
of

MSS.

No.
of

Gran-
thas.

R e m a r k s .

K. Gopalaiyt r, Paper MSS. 
Copyist ' ...

5 1,574 Four MSS. copied, one is still being

10,072
copied.

T. Prnsannacharya do. ... 3 These are still being copied.
K. Desikaoharya do. ... 1 1,005 Finished.
N. Venkatrama Sastri do. 
Sabrabmanya Sastri, Palm-leaf

5 2,102 Do.

Oopyisc ... 7 12,430 Do.
K, Kuppuswami Sastri do. ... 3 26,546 Of these MSS, one is still being

copied.-

• Total.. 24 67,898

Statement D.
Rare MSS. loaned by the owners of private Libraries for the purpose 

of taking copies for the Adyar Library in 1904.

Through whom obtained.
No.
of

MSS.

No.
of

Garan-
thas.

R e m a b k s .

K. Desikaoharya 5 14,488 Their names are :—“ Ny^yaratni- 
vali,” “  Kantakoddharam,” “ Smri- 
tichandrika Acharakanda,” “ Ved- 
antakoustubbam,” “ Rilmilyana- 
sarasangraha.*’ Four MSS. loaned 
by T. lYajndswara Diksbita last 
year still remain to be copied, 
besides the last four of the above 
five MSS.

O u r  L i t e r a t u r e .

Our presses throughout the world are working as busily as ever 
in turning out Theosophical literature.

ENGLISH.
“ A Study in Consciousness,” Mrs. Besant.
“ Theosophy and the New Psychology,” „ „
“ The Necessity for Reincarnation,” „ „
“ Is Theosophy Anti-Christian ?” „ „
*• 'When a man dies shall he live Again ? ” „ M
“ The Principle of Free-Thought,” ,, yi
‘‘ Reincarnation and Christian Doctrine,” ,, n
“ The Pedigree of Man,” „ n

The Secret of Evolution;” „
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Some Glimpses of Occultism,” C. W. teadbeatef.

“ The Saint and the Outlaw and other Stories, " Michael Wood.
“ The Tost Lemuria,” W. Scott Elliot.
‘‘ Extracts from The Vahan, ” Ed. by Sarah Corbett-
“ The Nibelung’s Ring,” W. O. Ward.
“ The Scroll of the Disembodied Man,” Mabel Collins.
“ The Crown of Asphodels,” H. B.
“ Man and Death.”
“ The Shu King,” * Trs., by Walter Gorn Old.
“ Guardian Angles,” C. W. Leadbeater.
“ The Purpose of the T. S.j” Louisa Shaw,
i  The Future that Awaits Us,” „ „
“ What is Theosophy ? ” „ „
‘f Theosophy and the Christian Churches, ” Hodgson Smith.
“ The Higher Life in Relation to Theosophy, ” H. E. Nichol.
“ The Science of Peace, ” Bhagavan Das.
“ The Surya Gita, ” L. M. Chamier.
‘‘ The Second Lite-Wave, ” ‘ The Dreamer. ’

F r e n c h .

“,Les Lois de la'Destinee. ”
“ Premiere Lecon de Theosophie. ”
“ L ’ Histoire de 1' Ame. ”
“ Death and After, ” *
“ Reincarnation. ” *
“ The Christian Creed.” *

Evangel of Wisdom. ” *
D u t c h .

“ Rough Outline of Theosophy. ” *
“ The Path of Discipleship. ” *
“ In the Outer Court. ” *
“ Thought Power. ” * 
it Seven Principles of Man." *
“ Man and his Bodies.” *
“ Bhagavad Gita. ” *
“ Man Visible and Invisible. ” *
« Christian Creed. ” *
“ Growth of the Soul." *
“ In Memoriam.”
“ The Dreamer*" *
“ Patanjali’s Yoga Sutras."
“ Widhia Pramana.”
“ The Object of Life."
“ Tumultuous Shadows," by Michael Wood.*

I t a l i a n .

“ Towards.the Unity of the Human Race : political and socio« 
logical corroborations of a theosophical hypothesis ”
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f  Towards Occultism.”
11 The Pythagorean Society of Croton a.’*
“ The Religious Ideas of Marsilio Ficino, and his Conception of 

an Esoteric Doctrine.”
“ Annie Besant : a short summary of her life and work.”
“ Information concerning Theosophy and the Theosophical 

Society.”
“ The Story of the Year.” *
“ The Esoteric Philosophy of India.” *
“ The Astral Plane.” *
“ Ees Grands Initie’s.” #

S p a n is h .
“ Filosofia Yoga.” *
“ Filosofia Esoterica de la India.” *
11 Doctrina del Corazon.” *
“ Bosquejo Teosofico,”*
“ Karma.”*

S w e d is h .

“ The Christian Creed.” *
“ Ou the Other Side ofJDeath.” *

D a n i s h ,

“ Outlines of Theosophy.” *

I c e l a n d ic . ;

“ Vagen.” mobdW - i l ’- j ' »
“ The Religion of the Future.” *

G e r m a n . / ,  .. »

" Theosophy, an Introduction into Supetsensual works and the 
Destiny of Man.”

“ Four Great Religions.” *
“ Atlantis.” *
“ Fleta.” * .-  ¡-oU h: .! i
“ Studies in the Bhagavad Gitfi.” *

S i n h a l e s e .

The “ Buddhist Catechism,”* by Col. Olcott.
The “ Sisubodaya (small Catechism, Parts I. and II.),” by C. W. 

Eeadbeater. t  . .• u:j» m1 1 - r  1J
The “ Buddhopastava,” by D. S. S. Wickremeratne.

M a g a z i n e s .

English (Mou&ly.)
The Theosophist, „  „
The Theosophical Review, „  ,,

|  Translation.
t Also the Same in English, by 0. Jinurajndusa.
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Vahan,
Broad Views 
Theosophy in India,
Central Hindu College Magazine,
The Buddhist,
Theosophic Gleaner,
Journal of the Maha-hodhi Society, 
Theosophy in Australasia,
New Zealand Theosophical Magazine,
The South African Theosophist,
Modern Astrology,
Theosophical Messenger,
Theosophical Forum,
The Lotus Journal,
Teosofisk Tiilskrift (Swedish),
Revue Theosophique (French),
Bulletin Theosophique, „
Sophia Revista Mensual (Spanish), 
Initiation ,,
Sophia „
Theosophia (Dutch),
De Gulden Keten „
Theosophischer Maandhlad, (French) 
Lucifer (German),
Der Vahan (German), trans. and original, 
Le Bulletin Theosophique (French),
La Nuova Parola (Italian),
The Message of Theosophy,

Polyglot.

The Punjab Theosophist,
The Cherag (Gujarati),
The Pantha (Sanskrit),
Sanmarga Bodhini,
Sandaresa (Sinhalese),

English (Monthly.)
1 l 11

9) 11

>9 11

J ) 11

j$ 1*

19 11

19 91

i i 11

99 9l

91 1i

11 91

11 11

19 11

91 11

11

11

11

11

11

11

11 

• >

99

11

11

11

English (Quarterly.) 

Vernacular (Monthly.)
» n
» „

Telugu (W eeldy.)
(Bi-Weekly.)
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REPORT OF THE INDIAN SECTION.

[R e a d  b y  Babu  D. K .  B isw a s .]

To the President-Founder, T.S. :—Years of prosperity are general­
ly followed by those of adversity ; and as last year was an exception­
ally bright one for this Section it is but natural that the one under 
report should be comparatively dull.

Yet on the whole there is no reason either for dissatisfaction with 
the present or for anxiety for the future. The following statistics 
cover the year from ist October 1903 to 30th September 1904, and 
will, I venture to think, compare favourably with the work done by 
other Sections.

Twenty-two new Branches have teen chartered, viz. :—Quilon, 
Kottayam, Alleppy, Golden Chain Lodge, Allahabad, Kishengarh, 
Manjeri, Diamond Harbour, Jhansi.Bhawanipur, Enangudy, Mirzapore, 
Dhulia, Tuticorin, Saharanpore, Hospet, Ramnad, Moradabad, Kur- 
undwad, Porbandar, Nilambar, Hoshiarpore and Hubli.

Four new Centres have been formed, v i z . Sambalpur, Joynagore, 
Samastipur and Ajmere.

Nine old and dormant Branches have been revived, namely 
Amritsar, Dharampuri, Krishnagiri, Purusawalkam, Siwan, Vaniyam- 
badi, Nadiad and Vellore.

Four Branches have been dissolved— Darjeeling, Fyzabad, 
Moradabad (old), and Bhawanipore (old).

While twenty-four have been brought on the dormant list 
Araalapuram, Aska, Berhampur (Ganjam), Chickfcullapur, Dindigal, 
Darbhanga, Gudiwada, Guzranwala, Jammu, Kanigiri, Karur, Mongh- 
yer, Ootacamund, Parvatipore, Ponani, Sompet, Srivaikuntham, 
Srivilliputtur, Videraniem, Vridhachalam, Wai, Warangal and 
Yellamanchelli.

Diplomas issued during the year are 611, Loss by death 71. 
Stmck off the rolls for non-payment of annual subscription 51.

There were 4 resignations, but 9 members dropped out in conse­
quence of continued illness.

One hundred and eighteen Branches have been inspected during 
the year, some of them having been visited more than once. Besides, 
various new fields were tried and lectures were given at 27 of them.

Our Inspection staff was strengthened during the year by the 
advent of our well-known colleague, the Countess Wachtmeister, as 
well as of Mons. and Mme. Bernard, and also by the appointment of 
Pandit Durga Nath Sarkar.

In finance there has teen a distinct falling off, the opening 
balance of the year having been Rs. 12,480. While the closing balance 
is Rs. 8,551 only. This may appear not very encouraging; but it 
was mainly due to the fact that donations made during the year were 
exceedingly small in view of the flourishing condition of the exchequer 
at the commencement thereof. Otherwise the office as well as our 
Provincial Secretaries and Branch Inspectors worked well as is evident
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from the amount of receipt under the head of Annual dues which is 
the largest ever collected by the Section, being more than Rs. 600 in 
excess of the exceptionally brilliant figures of the preceding season.

Thanks to the care and capacity of Mr. Arundale the Prasnot- 
iara, under its new title of Theosophy in India, has gained in 
popularity and widened in interest.

A second story on the Press Building has been constructed for 
the accommodation chiefly of Hindu Theosophists. This we must re­
member we owe entirely to the generosity of Rai Narayan Das Saheb, 
the President of our Lucknow Branch. A  large room for T. S. 
meetings too has been erected on the top of the south wing of our 
main building, and this adds to the beauty of the whole structure, as 
well as supplies a real need.

Two new Federations have been formed in Behar and Kathiawar 
respectively, and prove that the Light of Theosophy is spreading.

As a result of our Incorporation, for. the first time since the 
, foundation of the Section its Council held its regular and formal meet­
ing. One important result of its deliberation was the framing of a 
budget for the year 1904-1905. Among other resolutions adopted by 
it may be mentioned :—  '

One asking the General Secretary to move the other General 
Secretaries of the different Sections of the T. S. ■ to vote for the 
registration of the General Society and thus make better provision 
for the permanent administration of its affairs and satisfactory control 
of its property, and another allowing members of the Section the 
liberty to commute their annual subscription by a single payment 
of Rs. 50.

You are aware of the approval, my circular letter in pursuance of 
the first of these resolutions has met with from all important Sections 
of the T. S. and I do still hope you will see good reason to comply 
with the wishes of your Councillors.

With regard to the second resolution all I need say is that it will 
not in any way affect the contribution made annually by the Section 
to the General Society.

The most important publications of the year are Mrs. Besant’s 
§ Pedigree of Man ”  and Barbu Bhagavan Das’ “ Science of Peace.” 
The Dreamer’s “ Life Waves ” too is worthy of note.

In conclusion I beg to say that if we measure the success of our 
movement not by the money we receive or hoard annually, not even 
by the members we enrol year after year, but by the zeal which 
animates our veteran soldiers and lodges alike and the hold our ideas 
have on the thoughtful world outside, then surely we have every 
reason to congratulate ourselves, and every sign that the T. S. will 
not have lived and worked in vain, even in a world where materialism 
is still rampant.

U p e n d r a n a t h  Ba s u ,
General Secretary.

3
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REPORT O F  T H E  N EW  Z E A L A N D  S E C T IO N .

[R ead  by Miss L. E d e g r .]

To the President-Founder, T. S . T h e  past year has been one 
of progress. One Branch has been formed at Onehunga, making 
io in all. During the year 48 members have joined the Section* 4 
have been transferred to other Sections, 5 have died and 1 has 
lapsed, making an increase for the year of 38. There are now 
261 members on the roll, comprising 189 Brauch members and 72 
unattached.

Though progress has been made in every direction, mauy 
obstacles have been encountered, the overcoming of which has only 
cemented the bonds of those who are loyal and devoted to the Great 
Lords of compassion whom we feel and know as our Guides and 
Watchers, and each obstacle has proved a stepping-stone to further 
development and light, so that there is every reason to believe that 
we shall continue to expand.

The new members all seem to bear the impress of zeal and 
balance, and to be full of the conviction that in the Society is to_be 
found something which no other Society can provide.

The Section Office has been open for about 300 days in the 
year, with an average attendance of 10.

The T. S. Magazine work has been steady and the means also of 
spreading Theosophical ideas from one end of the country to the 
other, and it has been ably supported by 96 penny-per-day contrib­
utors. The Book Depot has been busy; ¿180 in books have been 
disposed of and many pamphlets distributed to those who are begin­
ning to take an interest iu the work. The borrowers from the 
Lending Library have doubled in number and the id. per-day 
scheme has been the means of providing most of the latest books.

The Branch work has been varied. The growth of the H. P. B.: 
Branch in Auckland has been rapid, the roll being now second to 
that of Dunedin, which counts 5 more members. The unity and 
harmony among the members has increased ; a library of 300 
volumes, some valuable artist-proof engravings of Sir Noel Patou’s of 
the Christ« have been added, and a Theosophical Home started where 
members from all Branches can find a quiet and peaceful retreat. 
The Branch rooms are open all day long and five nights in the 
week.

The Auckland Branch has lost one of its life-members, Mrs. 
Stuart, whose goodness and sweetness have helped all who knew 
her. On the East Coast, Gisborne has been stirred into active life, 
its firm and compact centre bringing about important results and 
changes in the thought of a rapidly growing district, In Napier 
the death of the Branch President, Mr. Spencer, was a blow, but 
steady work has been done. More life is showing in Woodville and 
Pahiatua than has ever been before. Theqsophy is heard pf gpw in
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strong antagonism* in the next the Society has been voted respect* 
able, and further on the people are curious, and so on. Oil the 
West Coast, things are working rapidly through several causes, 
and there is a growing love of psychism which we hope to influence 
into better channels as the centres grow stronger.

In Wellington marked progress has been the order of the year : 
most of the members are doing good work and filling the weekly 
lecture meetings with an average of 40 to 50. The Branch Room is 
ndw open for two afternoons a week, so that passing strangers may 
have tea and a chat and perhaps much more. Crossing to the South 
Island we find good work done by Mr. Saxon who is forming a 
strong centre. Christchurch is slowly energing from its long sleep; the 
Branch is reduced to 12 members, but there are signs which indicate 
that, scattered throughout the intellectual, cathedral city, there are 
many to whom Theosophy has not only been introduced but has be­
come acceptable—this is noticeable among members of the Christian 
Church. Dunedin Branch, with its many Scotch members takes on 
the characteristics of Scotland—loyalty, perseverance and intellect, 
The Invercargill centre progresses steadily and the province of Otago 
as a w’hole is becoming sympathetic. The Churches pay heed to 
Theosophy and sermons show a growing breadth and balance which 
promises well. •»

The devotion of many members in the Section is remark­
able : the members in the various Branches are no indication 
of the work done, for there are-thousands in the land who know 
something of the Teachings, from the heads of Parliament down to 
the tramp whose blanket swings as he trudges from town to town. 
When the Society is registered some considerable property will be 
bequeathed to it in order to buiid a Theosophical Hall and Head­
quarters in Auckland : and some of this has already been left in the 
hands of Trustees to avvaiti further developments.

C. W. Sanders, 3 
General Secretary.

. REPORT OF THE AUSTRALASIAN SECTION.

[Re a d  by Miss J. Davies.]

To the President-Founder, T.S. T h e  usual annual returns which 
accompany this will show a nett increase in membership of 42 with­
in the year, a result due not so much tof the number of new members 
as to a decrease in the number who have dropped out during the 
year, a fact which would point to our having bound closer together 
the members already on the roll. From all causes, we have lost 33, 
as against 50 last year, and have admitted 70 new members, as 
against 63, One Branch has been closed, that at Newtown, a 
suburb of Sydney; to compensate, however, for this, an excellent
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group has been formed by the. Melbourne Branch at Bendigo, 
a large country town of Victoria, where a Branch may be opened 
very soon. Good work in laying foundations for study groups has 
been done by one of the Sydney members in a N. S. W. mining 
district. The chief points of growth have beeu, Brisbane, Melbourne, 
and Ibis Branches, the Melbourne Branch having been especially 
active in one or two country towns. ..

Convention:—The gathering held at Easter of this year was 
the largest ever held in this Section, delegates being present from 
Queensland, Tasmania, Adelaide, Melbourne and Westralia. The 
number of delegates was quite phenomenal and was expressive of 
the sound foundations upon which the Section now, rests, as to its 
personal workers. The chief business dealt with was an increase of 
the annual dues from 2«, to 5«., a course decided upon in order to 
spread the responsibility of the upkeep of the.Section more fully 
over the whole body of members, thus relieving a little of the 
pressure upon the smaller body of voluntary givers upon whom 
the Section will always mainly subsist» At our next Convention 
our members will place on record their appreciation of the President- 
Founder’s consent that the Section shall continue to contribute to 
Headquarter's funds upon the old basis hitherto obtaining. The 
improvement of our Sectional Magazine also took up a considerable 
share of attention. Borrowing the idea from our brothers in 
America, we held a large evening post-convention meeting at 
which both members and friends met for the discussion of the best 
means to make Branch work effective. Among the matters discussed 
were the enlistment of the aid of the Press, holding of drawing­
room meetings, the use of music in our Rooms and establishment 
of lunch-clubs at the large Branches.

Activities:—The wave of greatest life has naturally followed our 
good friend and visitor, Miss Edger, as she moved round on her 
extended tour covering all the ground in our territory. Beginning 
with Sydney and making a short visit to Tasmania, she moved up 
to the far north of Queensland (Cairns) whence, returning south, she 
visited every centre in a general progress westward, closing the 
tour at Fremantle, W. A., in November. The success of the tour 
as a whole is undoubted) whether as a means of bringing Theosophy 
before the public, or of cementing the working energies of the 
Society. Mr. and Mrs. Hunt have again done most useful public 
work at Bendigo, and a visit by Mrs. John to Brisbane served to 
draw members closer together« ,,

Literary Work -.—Our monthly journal has been the only printed 
display by the Section this year, unless mention be made of one or 
two lectures printed by Melbourne Branch. A proposal broached at 
the convention to supply a copy of some such work as “ Outlines,” 
to the Schools of Arts of country towns, may possibly bear fruit 
early in next year. The improvement made in Theosophy in
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Australasia has beeu greatly appreciated and has made it many new 
friends.

•Branch Activities \—Apart from the special efforts attendant upon 
Miss Edger’s presence, there is nothing of special moment to record. 
Mainly it has been a time of steady strenuous effort. Mr. Mayers 
at Cairns has used special opportunities with the local press to full 
advantage, and, speaking generally, it is worth mentioning that the 
Australian papers are now, as a rule, much more friendly than they 
were. This has been particularly noticeable on Miss Edger’s arrival 
at the various towns; press representatives interviewing our lecturer 
and printed reports afterwards appearing. Sydney and Melbourne 
have initiated a system of Branch lectures forming a sequence of 
study of one of our standard books. Sydney is now engaged in 
this way upon “ The Evolution of Eife and Form,” and Melbourne 
with “ The Self and its Sheaths.” The illness of Mr. Peell of Sydney 
spoken of last year has since removed him from our midst, leaving 
us the memory of his name as a synonym for loyalty to our cause.

Book Depots:—The sale of books has been about up to the 
average ot last year. It is noticed that the sales of our literature in 
past years has now .provided some Theosophical works to most of 
the public libraries or Schools of Art in our country towns. Doubtless 
many books gravitate from the hands of country purchasers into 
the local reading rooms of country towns.

Prospects :—With our usual Sectional responsibilities to meet» 
and much extra propaganda work to provide for, the year has been 
one of considerable financial calls upon our members who have, 
however, met them with a most commendable spirit of self-sacrifice. 
There is before us an exceedingly busy year in 1905, when the 
Section will be visited by Mr. Eeadbeater, who will between April 
and November visit and lecture at all the Branches in our Section, 
We do not doubt that the presence of such a man amongst us will 
confirm that infusion of new life amongst us which the sterling 
labours of Miss Edger have already set moving in our midst.

W. G. John, 

General Secretary.

REPORT OF T H E  FR EN CH  SECTION.

[R e a d  by Monsieur P. E. Bern ard .]

To the President-Founder, T. S. The number of members has 
risen by 127, of whom 3 are T. S. members already belonging 
to other Sections. From this number it is necessary to deduct : 
4 affiliated to other Sections* 10 deceased, 21 resigned or lapsed, 
which reduces the increase of members to 92. This number will 
scarcely be encouraging if we do not know that recruiting proceeds 
slowly in France, and save rare exceptions, without the least pres-
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feüre, and that many people, often the best, study Theosophy seriousi 
ly without entering the Society. •

Branches.—The number of Branches has not increased, but several 
centres, new or old—working regularly and satisfactorily—are often 
numerically as great as the number of Branches supplied with a 
charter. Thus there exist strong centres at Rouen, Sousse (Tunis ), 
St. Pierre, Miguelon and Cannes. At Marseilles two groups, of 
which one has the strength of a Branch, are working regütarly, and 
at Nice also we hope that several unattached members of influence 
will soon combine together for regular work. In Alsace the nucleat 
ing centre, until now somewhat scattered, is strengthening slowly 
but surely, and each year, when the persons forming it have come 
together, our working colleagues rejoiced to see the steady progress 
made; above all, the heart of the Theosophical Society has begun 
to strike down its roots, which is-the happiest omen for the 
future.

The Branches at Nice hold their own; two at Marseilles languish, 
but two others keep solid, and the life of our society is evidently 
growing stronger. At Lyons there is relative sleep, although our 
colleague, A. Perrier, has showu sufficient energy to undertake a 
course of theosophical teaching in the Branches at Geneva. 
Bordeaux progresses, yet the increase is small in the number oi 
members. Toulon makes a most satisfactory showing, especially 
in the matter of spreading its influence, for among its members are 
officers of the army and especially of the navy, who are warmly 
interested in the Good Doctrine. Grenoble is stationary, but some 
loyal and staunch colleagues are there bravely standing by the flag, 
waiting for better days.

Geneva does honour to its reputation, and the lectures (at 
Montreux and Lausanne) which our colleagues are arranging to 
give, this winter, will assuredly widen the circle of its influence 
What shall we say of Paris ? The Headquarters there is strong by 
reason of the hard work and unity. Of the five Branches, three are 
very active, two somewhat less so, but, in all, there are strong 
elements ready to gather a rich harvest as soon as their external 
circumstances better themselves.

Death has carried off from among us several deeply regretted 
friends; of whom three, still young, would have been able to render 
important service. Moreover, We are losing, for a time, the subtle 
philosopher, Dr. Peralté, who has given us “ The History of the Soul,” 
and the harmonious writer who is going to visit India with a Govern­
mental raissiou, leaving two voids to fill, after that of Pierre Bernard, 
But all these workers will come back to us, bringing the harvest 
which they have reaped and of which theosophic France will be 
happy to profit.

Lectures, single and in courses, came next under notice. The 
Tuesday and Thursday courses have been specially interesting dur-



23

ing the past year, as well as those on Sundays, and the programme 
of work.and lectures laid out for the new year promises to keep: active 
our vitality.

The works published have been the following : —
The Société de PublicationsThéosophiqaes has issued “Les Lois 

de la Destinée *’ of Dr. Pascal, the “ Première Leçon de Théosophie,’’ 
and “ L\ Histoire de P Ame ” of M. René André, and the following 
translations :—

Mrs. Besant’s “ Death and After ’’ (2nd edition, revised and 
corrected) and ff Reincarnation and Mr. Leadbeater’s “ Christian 
Creed” and “ Evangel of Wisdom.” In preparation are that gentle­
man’s “ Devachanic Plane,” the “ Guide Spiritual ” of Molinos, and 
the Upanishads. We have had some notable visits during the 
year. Mr. Bertram Keightly, of the British Section, came 
last spring, and gave us two lectures besides holding a ques­
tion meeting at Headquarters and giving one or two private lectures 
at the L ’ Essor Branch. We have been yet more powerfully helped 
by our dear teacher, Madame Annie Besant, who gave two grand 
lectures at Headquarters and honoured us with her invigorating 
presence at a cordial reception giveu to her.

The French Section sent to the International Theosophi- 
cal Congress at Amsterdam a number of representatives and some 
interesting literary contributions ; it is already preparing to lay the 
bases of the Federated Congress of 1906 to which it will invite its 
sister European Sections.

In conclusion, we transmit through our representative, M. 
Pierre Bernard, to our Hindu brothers, our best and most cordial 
good wishes, to our respected President-Founder, the assurance of 
our unalterable love, and to our revered Mrs. Annie Besant, the 
expression of our profound gratitude.

C h. Blech  ( Treasurer).
For General Secretary.

AMERICAN SECTION.

[ R e a d  b y  M iss  A. M . B rown o f  Philadelphia, U. S. A ]
To the President-Founder, T. S . The statistical facts in the Ame­

rican Section from Nov, 1, 1903, to Nov. r, 1904, are as follows :— 
Ten Branches have been chartered : Wilkesbarre T. S., Wilkes- 

barre, Pa. ; Spokane T. S., Spokane, Wash. Grand Rapids T. S , 
Grand Rapids Mich. ; Webb City T. S., Webb City, Mo.; Brooklyn 
T. S., Brooklyn, N. Y .,; Huntington Lodge T. S., Boston, Mass. ; 
Norfolk T. S., Norfolk, V a .; California Lodge T, S., San Francisco, 
Calif.; Rock Island T. S., Rock Island, 111. ; Boston T. S., Boston, 
Mass.

Eleven Branches have dissolved : Shila T. S., Chicago, 111, ; 
I<ynn T, S„ L,ytm, Mass,; Leavenworth T. 3 ,, Leavenworth,
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Kausas ; Manasa T. S., Dayton, Ohio; Mount Hood Lodge T. S. 
Portland, Oregon ; Forest City T. S., Cleveland, Ohio; Boston 
Lodge T. S., Boston, Mass.; Euclid T. S., Cleveland, Ohio ; Besant 
Lodge T. S., Boston, Mass ; Kalamazoo, T. S-> Kalamazoo, Mich.. 
Rock Island T. S , Rock Island 111. But of these the Shila T. S. 
united with the Chicago T. S .; the Forest City and the Euclid 
Branch united with the Cleveland T- S .; the Boston Lodge and 
the Besant Lodge united to form the Boston T. S. There are now 
69 Branches in'the Section.

Members admitted during the year 655 ; resigned 36 ; died 24. 
Allowing for those restored to or dropped from the roll, the 
present number of Branch members is 1,987 ; of members at large 
312 ; total 2,299.

The history of the year contains no specific event of special 
moment, yet has some features to be noted. One is that, while 
there has been no increase in the number of Branches but a loss 
of one, the roll of members has enlarged by about 430, a greater 
addition than for years past. Another is, that the tendency in 
Branches to substitute their local name for the name, of a person 
or a dogma has been further exemplified. Onlj' 16 Branches now 
have names other than of their locality, and of these 10 are in 
towns where the local name belongs to another Branch. A third is, 
the disposition of small and weak Branches to consolidate and form 
a single one with numbers and power. A fourth is, the increase of 
competent travelling lecturers and workers: a second such has 
dedicated his life to this service, and several are giving what time 
and labour they can afford. A fifth is, the addition of new agencies 
for propaganda: great good is expected from the “ Press Committee ” 
created by the last Convention and intended to push the introduc­
tion of Theosophic items and ideas into current journalism. A 
sixth is, the great extension o f‘‘ post-Convention" exercises, those 
this year having been peculiarly prolonged, rich, and valuable.

All these are wholesome and cheering signs ; they indicate the 
larger, firmer, deeper influence of Theosophy in producing among 
our members interest, zeal, consecration.

And there has been a perceptible spread of Theosophic thought 
through the community. In this, his second extended tour in the 
States, Mr. Leadbeater has been impressed by clear evidence that 
Theosophy is making its way. He found it in larger audiences 
greater eagerness to hear and read, the incessant reference in 
magazines and popular literature to ideas or phenomena distinctly 
Theosophical, even in the partial or mistaken or misleading con­
ceptions wherewith the land is filling. Mr. Leadbeater’s present, 
tour in this Section will end on Jan. 12, 1905, having covered two 
years and four months of incessant labour to him and incalculable 
good to it.
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One of our most important activities is the large supply of 
documents for free distribution by Branches, especially during visita­
tion by lecturers. A revised edition of Mr. Leadbeater’s “ What 
Theosophy Does for us ” has just been issued in 10,000 copies (the 
plates of the earlier one having been destroyed by fire) and has been 
already mostly absorbed in the Leadbeater and Hotchner tours.

The recent Convention in September, the 18th in the history of 
the Section, unanimously adopted a Resolution urging the incor­
poration of the Theosophical Society and directing the General 
Secretary to uphold the President-Founder in his efforts to that end. 
It also sent a message of greeting and appreciation to our venerable 
Head.

A lexander F ullerton, 
General Secretaryy

. : -  .. REPORT OF THE GERMAN SECTION.

[Read by Mr. G. S. ArundaeE.]
To the President-Founder, 71 S: /—With my fraternal and most 

cordial greetings I have pleasure in submitting to you the Annual 
Report of the Germau Section T. S.

New Branches have been formed in Cologne, Nürnberg, 
Munich and Dresden. Our Cassel Branch has dissolved, but it is 
to be hoped that it will revive in a short time. Besides there is a 
new Branch in formation in Karlsruhe.

The total number of Branches in Germany and German Switzer­
land is 13 ; 138 new members have joined during the year; two 
have resigned ; one died ; so that the net increase amounts to 135 
members.

The review, Lucifer, has been considerably enlarged through its 
union with the Gnosis, a magazine that appeared hitherto in Vienna. 
Its editor' is Dr. Rudolf Steiner; it is published in Berlin, 
Motzstrasse, 17. Its influence upon the deepening of theosophical 
life is evident. The Vähan, under the editorship of Mr. Brescb, is 
continued in its habitual manner.

A new book of Dr. Rudolf Steiner was issued last spring 
under the title of “ Theosophy, an introduction into supersensual 
works and into the destiny of man.” The following translations 
have been published.

“ Four Great Religions,” by Mrs. Besant, through Mr. G. Wag­
ner ; “ Atlantis,” by Scott Elliot, through members of the Leipzig 
Lodge; “ Fleta,” by Mabel Collins, through members of the Stuttgart 
Lodge, and “ Studies in the Bhagavad Gita,” by “ Dreamer.”

I myself have held a great number of lectures in many towns of 
Germany with the view of theosophical propagation, and will con­
tinue to do so. In September we had a visit from Mrs. Annie Besant 
who lectured publicly iu Hamburg, Berlin, Weimar, Munich,

. 4
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Stuttgart and Cologne, and kindly addressed the lodges in private 
meetings, infusing them with her spiritual strength.

Despite all difficulties our work advances well, and it is to be 
hoped that with every new year we shall be able to send in better 
reports.

The increase of members in Berlin and Leipzig is a good sign 
of progress. - r -

We send our warmest greetings to all brothers in India and 
sincere congratulations to our revered President.

Dr. Rudoee Steiner,
General Secretary.

REPORT OF THE ITALIAN  SECTION.

[Read  by Mrs, A n n ie  Be s a n t .]

To the President-Founder, T. S .:— I have great pleasure in send­
ing you the following report of the Italian Section for the year
1904. . ii ~sV ,,s

Seven new Lodges have been formed in Italy during the present 
year, one in each of the following cities : Milan (“ Loggia Lombar­
dia”), Genoa (“ Loggia Guiseppe Mazzini ”), Palermo, Leghorn, 
Terni (“ Loggia Umbria ’*), Venice (“ Loggia Fulgentia Adriatica”), 
and a second Lodge in Turin, the “ Loggia Leonardo da Vinci.”

The Society now has 371 Italian members inscribed on its lists 
97 new members having joined within the last year. But as there 
have been 47 deaths and resignations, the effective number of mem­
bers is 324; that is, 50 more than last year.

The work of propaganda has been carried on with success 
throughout the Section, but the principal part of it has undoubtedly 
been achieved by Mrs. Cooper Oakley, towards whom all Italian 
Theosopbists feel the deepest gratitude and affection. In the 
months of January, February, March and April, 1904, Mrs. Cooper 
Oakley visited the various groups in Florence, Milan, Turin, Genoa, 
Pisa and Naples; afterwards she attended the third Annual Con­
vention, which was held in Florence on the 17th and 18th of April, 
and the summer months she spent at Stresa, on Lake Maggiore, 
where she was able to meet many members from all parts of Italy 
and help the movement in the North ; she also had interviews with 
many scientific men, even with some who are hot connected with 
the Society.

We have had the happiness of twice welcoming Mrs. Besant 
among us this year; first in April, when she visited in turn Rome, 
Florence, Genoa and Turin, and again in October. On the latter 
occnsion, acceding to our earnest wishes, Mrs. Besant opened our new 
Rooms, which are the Central Seat of the Italian Section, and the 
quarters of the four Roman Groups. These Rooms are situated ip
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tlie niost central part of tlie City, and have been charmingly fur* 
nished, thanks first of all to Mrs. Cooper Oakley’s initiative and 
energy, and then to the combined efforts of the Executive Committee 
and of many other members who contributed in various ways to 
the result. We have there a large and fine Lecturing-Hall, which 
serves us also for a Library, and rooms for meetings, for study, 
offices, etc., all light and comfortable; a beautiful terrace adds a 
further attraction to the apartment. The four Roman Groups thus 
share the same apartment, where each has its own separate room 
for its individual group-meetings, while the Lecturing-Hall, which 
seats two hundred people, is used iu common ; by this united ar­
rangement the Lodges are able to have quarters which are in every 
respect worthy of the purpose which they are to serve.

Members from all parts of the country were present at the 
Inauguration, and almost every Italian Lodge was represented.

Mrs. Besant’s lectures, both of April and October, aroused the 
liveliest interest, Theosophists and non-Theosophists receiving 
them with equal enthusiasm, and we are convinced that they will be 
fruitful of good results. Containing as they did a clear definition of 
Theosophy and of the purpose and objects of the Society, and also 
of the attitude of Theosophy towards such subjects of importance as 
Sociology and Psychology, we believe that they have done much 
towards dispersing prejudices and misconceptions.

Mrs. Besant kindly consenting, a photograph was taken of her, 
surrounded by most of the members present in Rome, during her 
•last visit; our terrace being first made use of for this purpose. We 
beg your acceptance of a copy of this photograph, which will shortly 
be sent to you.

On the whole I may affirm that this year has been an excep­
tionally active and auspicious one for the Italian Section ; all the 
groups have developed the greatest activity, and have cooperated 
with zeal in carrying out the work suggested by the Executive 
Committee. Members from different Cities attended the lectures 
given here during the past winter, a few of which were given by 
persons extraneous to the Society, among whom I woul  ̂ mention 
an Italian Minister of the Waldensian Church, who had arrived at a 
belief in Reincarnation through his study of (be Bible, and who, 
though knowing nothing of Theosophy, was invited to give two 
lectures on our platform ; a t , the same time the Lodges in each 
Centre were having lectures and meetings o.f their own. The result 
of all these efforts has been the formation of the seven new Lodges 
of which I have spoken, and we have good ground for anticipating 
that the coming year will witness a marked advance of the Theosoph- 
ical movement among us.

A few words I feel I must add, inadequate as I know they will 
be, to express our gratitude to those devoted workers who, though 
hot compatriots of ours, have given us their invaluable help, and
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foremost among whom I would signalisc Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Murphy, 
and Mrs. Scott, If I have not named Mrs. Cooper Oakley, it is 
because no words can express how much we owe her; and deeply 
ns we all feel now our indebtedness to her, the full extent of her 
work will only be seen and appreciated in the future. Meanwhile, 
every member of the Italian Section sends to her heartfelt thanks 
and good wishes.

An Italian edition of the “ Bhagavad GM .” will very shortly 
appear.

Dr. Arnaldo Cervesato edits with great ability the important 
monthly review, La Aw ova Porola, published in Rome, which 
achieves great success in preparing the grouud for the dissemination 
of Theosophy«

In the name of the entire Italian Section I proffer to you, 
our revered President, to Mrs. Besant, and to all the members of 
the Indian Section, the expression of our sincere goodwill, and of 
our earnest hopes for the progress of theosopkical ideals throughout 
the world.

DfiCIO CAI.VARI,
General Secretary.

REPORT OF THE SCANDINAVIAN SECTION.
I

[Read by Mr. M. U. Moore. J
To the President-Founder, T. S . At the end of my last 

annual report to you I wrote, “ in many new places in the Scandi­
navian countries,we notice a great and increasing interest in 
Theosophy." The correctness of this statement is confirmed by the 
many new Lodges that have been formed during the last year; 
at Ostersund, Malm6, Copenhagen, (the third one in that town), 
Eslof, Christianstad and Gefle. The total number of Lodges of the 
Section is now 21.

One hundred and forty-two new members have entered the 
Section, of whom 108 come from Swedeu. 9 from Norway, 21 from 
Denmark, 4 from Finland: 51 members have resigned, 7 have died. 
The total number of members is 648, which shows au increase, since 
my last report, of 84.

Teosofisk Tidskrijt has in 1903 appeared once a month. Besides, 
a translation into Swedish of Mr. Leadbeater’s “ The Christian 
Creed *' has been issued. “ On the other side of Death,” by the same 
author, is now being priuted ; it is likely to appear about the first of 
December. In Danish language was issued during the year, Mr. 
Leadbeatet's "Outlines of Theosophy.-1 A member of the Section, 
Mr. Oddur Bjornssou, in the isle of Iceland in the Arctic Ocean, 
has published a small origiual tract entitled “ Vagen " (“ The Path”) 
and likewise a translation into Icelandic from the Swedish work of 
Mr, Pekka Ernst, “ The Religion of the Future."



The work within the Section-has, during the past year, been 
carried on upon the same principles as before ; on the whole, the 
results have proved favourable, thanks to the great zeal of the 
members, especially at certain places. That within certain Lodges 
the work has been languishing, is to be attributed less to lack of 
interest at the hands of members than to the absence of a leading 
force within the Lodge. On account of the vast distances that exist 
between the different Lodges, they are at many places left almost 
entirely to themselves, and their work, therefore, is depending solely 
on their own initiative and their own forces.

This autumn, however, the Section has had the great pleasure 
to receive a visit from Mrs. Annie Besant, who, during the first half 
of September, visited the following towns ; Copenhagen, Goteborg, 
Christiauia, Stockholm and Lund. At all these places, the members 
have derived a very large profit from the inspiring presence of 
Mrs. Besant, and everywhere the interest of the public has been great 
and the attitude of the press, upou the whole, benevolent. We, 
therefore, entertain great expectations for the continuation of our 
work ; this work has also received a very considerable impetus 
through Mrs. Besant, who most kindly resigned to the Section all the 
clear gain—about £50—from the receipts of her lectures in Scandi­
navia. Out of these funds the Executive Committee has supported 
the propaganda work in Norw’ay, Denmark and Finland, while in 
Sweden public lectures have been arranged at several places, partic­
ularly at many new ones, where Theosophy has not before been 
publicly taught.

The last annual meeting of the Section was held in Stockholm 
and was ver}' largety attended by members. It may be regarded as 
having been in every respect successful, and even among outsiders 
the interest was fairly considerable.

Altogether, the results of this year’s work seem to indicate 
that no very considerable increase in the number of those who 
adopt the Theosophical ideas is to be expected at the places where 
these ideas have been expounded for several years past, as, in such 
places, most people know about them and have alread}- taken up a 
position towards them. On the other hand it seems as if the 
doctrines of Theosophy might be preached with prospects of success 
at several new places j that is why we regard it as our nearest task 
to work in this direction.

Lastlj’, the Scandinavian Section sends through you, Mr. Presi­
dent, to the assembled twenty-ninth Annual Convention, its warmest 
and most fraternal greetings. May all good Powers attend your 
work, and may Peace and Harmony always be the strong forces that 
will promote our noble cause.

A r v id  K n o s , 
General Secrclaty,
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REPORT OF TH E NETHERLANDS SECTION.

[Read by Miss F. A rundale.]

To the P resid en t-F o u n d er, T . S . :— It is my duty to send you 
again a report of the activities of the Netherlands Section, which 
report runs from the 30th April 1903 to 30th April 1904. The past 
year I am happy to say has been, as far as we are able to judge, a 
year of success and prosperity for the movement.

Although it should properly belong to my next year’s report 
I cannot abstain from referring to the success of the Theosophical 
Congress held on the 19th, 20th and 21st June at Amsterdam, at which 
Congress we had the pleasure of seeing Mrs. Annie Besant preside. 
Next year the Congress will be held in London and I believe no 
trouble will be spared to make it equal to the position which the 
British Section holds in the movement in Europe. Returning to my 
own Section, I have in the first place to mention the forming of 
three new Lodges in our possessions in East India. One was formed 
at Soerabaya, one at Buitenzorg, and one at Djokjakarta. Several of 
our members in Java have been hard at work to bring about 
this desirable state of affairs and there is every prospect that in Java 
and Sumatra there will be a good field for Theosophy for the white 
population as well as for the coloured races that live there.

With regard to the numerical strength of our movement in 
Holland, I am happy to say that there is a steady increase in the 
number of our members.

One hundred and seventy-three joined during the year. Against 
that, we lost six by death, amongst whom was Mr. van Asperen van 
der Velde, of Semarang, who did a great deal for the movement in 
Dutch East India, and Madame von Bodenhausen, who helped the 
different Lodges in Amsterdam during the time she was a member. 
Thirty-four members resigned and eleven were taken from the roll.

Some members joined our Section, being transferred from other 
Sections, and, on the contrary, some left us to be entered elsewhere. 
However, our total number increased this year by 139, so that, on 
the 30th April, 1904, there where 727 members in the Netherlands 
Section,

We were obliged this year to recommend to the Convention to 
pass a resolution to raise the contribution of members as the receipts 
were not sufficient to cover the expenses ; being carried almost un­
animously it will place our finances in a better position.

Our literary activity has been unusually large this year. *
The Theosophical Publishing Society in Holland is doing excel-' 

lent work and is extending its sphere of usefulness.
During the winter we have not been able to do as much propa­

ganda work as in former years. This was chiefly on account of

* See 11st of Nevt Publications.
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illness amongst the workers at Headquarters, so that a few had to 
do the work of all and none could be spared for travelling and out­
side work. We hope that we may be able to make up this year for 
lost time.

For the first time since the Netherlands Section was formed has 
some one from here, Mr. van Manen, gone over to pay a visit to our 
Theosophical brothers in Dutch India. He went over to Java in the 
beginning of August last year, and, after doing a good deal of Theoso­
phical work, returned to Holland in the beginning of May. This 
visit has strengthened the tie and the feeling of good-fellowship 
between the workers in the Theosophical movement in India 
and in Holland. Mr. van Manen was very well received and enjoy­
ed unlimited hospitality during his six months stay in Java. He 
held about 50 lectures in eight different places. On his return he 
was chosen Secretary to the Federation of the European Sections of 
the Theosophical Society and was thus obliged' to resign as Assist­
ant Secretary for the Netherlands Section, which office is now filled 
by Mr. A. J. Cnoop Koopmans.

Herewith I close this report hoping that Theosophy may more 
and more become a beacon light for many outside our Society and 
may become a living feature in the lives of many of our members, 
that by word, deed and thought they may help others and so become 
true and worthy channels for Those Great Ones who guide the race 
morally and spiritually.

May your next yearly meeting once more be a success and a 
strength that shall go out into the world. May those who gave birth 
to this great spiritual movement guide you in all your undertakings. 
The brothers and sisters belonging to the Netherlands Section send 
to you our Indian brothers our most hearty good wishes.

May this 29th Anniversary of the Theosophical Society show 
the world how our great spiritual movement is steadily going on­
wards—a blessing to those who bear her standard as well as to the 
whole of humanity around us.

W. B. Fricke, 
General Secretary.

REPORT OF THE BRITISH SECTION.
[Read by Mrs. Annie Besant.]

To the President-Founder, T . S . The growth of our movement 
in the British Section has continued to be steady and satisfactory, five 
new Branches having been added to our roll in the last twelve months, 
viz., Clifton, South Manchester, Dublin, Isis, and Ldgos—the last a 
Branch consisting entirely of natives of West Africa on the Gold 
Coast, which is affiliated to this Section by special permission of the 
President-Founder. Three Branches have dissolved, viz., Alicante, 
Chiswick and Newcastle, leaving us with a total of 44 active
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Branches and 12 Centres, of which four, Bridlington, Chiswick, 
Coventry and Leeds, have been added during the year, while the 
Centre at Greenock has dissolved and that at South Manchester has 
become a Lodge.

As regards the membership, 240 new members have joined since 
November 1st, 1903, 97 have resigned, 57 have lapsed, 5 have died, 
while I  have joined other Sections, making a total loss of 163, leaving 
a net increase of 77 in the strength of the Section.

The past year has thus been one of steady work and healthy 
normal growth marked by two events which I feel sure are causes for 
great satisfaction to us all. First the fact that we have once more 
had the pleasure of welcoming back amongst us Mrs. Besant, who 
reached England early in May, after spending a well-filled, successful 
fortnight in Italy and making a brief stay in Paris on her way from 
Brindisi. During her stay die gave two courses of lectures, both 
crowded to the limit, one at Albemarle Street, on “  The Science of 
Peace,” the other on Sunday evenings in the Small Queen’s Hall, on 
“ The New Psychology,” in addition to a set of four lectures to the 
Blavatsky Lodge, which now numbers 300 members, so that the Elysée 
Gallery in Queen’s Road had to be taken in order to provide room for 
the members who attended. Besides these she has visited Edinburgh 
and Oxford and lectured to large audiences in London, at Battersea, 
Hampstead, Croydon, Islington and Kensington, and on two occasions 
to the! London Lodge, as well as presided at the International Con­
gress at Amsterdam. Since the Convention she h as lectured in many 
provincial towns and visited a number of the Branches, in addition to 
making tours in Scandinavia and Germany, on the latter of which she 
was accompanied by the General Secretary. After her return to 
England at the end of September die gave several lectures in London 
and spent a week in Italy on her way back to India.

Another event of special significance and importance in the year 
now ending has been the admirably successful, the most harmonious 
and delightful meeting of the Congress of the Federated Sections of 
the Theosophical Society in Europe at Amsterdam. The feeling of 
unity, the sense of solidarity, the striking good-fellowship which 
marked this gathering together with the good management and 
excellent arrangements of our Dutch brothers, made a deep im­
pression on all who were present, and gave fuller, more intense 
reality to the international character of our movement. A  new note, 
too, was there struck, which I believe will add a very valuable and 
inspiring element to our work—the note of Art, which took the 
form of a highly interesting exhibition of Art-work, and a capital 
programme of music and singing, all done by members of the Society.

In order to make the published volumes of Transactions bear the 
same running numbers as the Congress to which they relate, it was 
arranged that our gathering here last year should be regarded as 
merely a meeting for the definite organisation and formation of the
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Federation; so that the Congress, just held should be reckoned as the 
first regular Congress, so as to correspond with its Transactions, which 
will be the first volume in the series.

The Section Library has been largely used and has extended its 
usefulness by making its treasure of books available for students by 
lending them out under special arrangements. Considerable advantage 
is being taken of this privilege, which will be increased when the 
new catalogue, now in preparation, is completed and printed.

The Lending Library has been transferred to the Theosophical 
Publishing Society, which is able to offer considerably increased 
facilities, among them a good Reading Room, while the Section 
Library urgently required for itself the shelf accommodation hitherto 
occupied by the Lending Library.

The Social Commitee has executed its work with great energy 
and success, and we are all deeply indebted to its members for their 
willing work and capable management. The usual Monday afternoon 
meetings for Enquirers, an elementary class, a debating class, and 
various other social gatherings and meetings, have been arranged and 
carried on under its care, and it has used Press advertising to some 
extent in connection with certain of them.

Miss Lloyd has continued her Correspondence Class, which is 
widely appreciated, with much energy and devotion.

. The Blavatsky Lodge has held its regular Thursday and Sunday 
meetings throughout the year as usual, and kept up a series of 
informal meetings during the summer holidays. Mrs. Sharpe retired 
from the position of Secretary which she had filled so devotedly for 
many years, and Miss Eardley-Wilmot took her place. Owing to the 
great increase in the number of members during the year, it was felt 
desirable to strengthen the executive of the Lodge, so Mrs. Besant 
became President of Honour, with Mr. Mead as President, and three 
Vice-Presidents to assist him.

Mrs. Hooper visited and lectured twice at Harrogate and once 
each at Sheffield, Leeds, Bath, Bristol, and Southampton; Miss Ward 
lectured at Birmingham, and gave a capital lecture, fully reported in 
Light, to the London Spiritualistic Alliance, and one, illustrated with 
lantern slides, to the Higher Thought Centre ; and Mrs. Richmond, 
of New .Zealand, lectured, twice at Birmingham and once each at 
Harrogate, Bath and Bristol.

Mr. Mead gave two courses of four lectures each at Albemarle 
Street during the winter.: one on “ Mystic Hellas,".and the other on 
“ The Mithraic Mysteries ; ” and he also visited and lectured at 
Manchester, Bristol, Bath and Brussels. During the spring he paid a 
six-weeks visit to Italy, lecturing a good deal and helping on the 
work there. He is -now delivering a very interesting course of lec­
tures at Albemarle Street on some fragments from the writings of 
Thrice Greatest Hermes. Major Lauder visited and lectured at 
Harrogate, Southampton, Bath, Bristol and Woking.
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The General Secretary visited and lectured at Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Bath and Bristol, twice each, and once each at Harrogate, 
Leeds, Bradford, Manchester (two Lodges and the South Manchester 
Centre (now a Branch), Liverpool Sheffield, York, Hull, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, Middlesborough and Oxford, and since the Convention he has 
paid visits to the Bath, Clifton and Bristol Lodgés.

The North of England Federation held its usual quarterly m eet­
ings on February 20th, 1904. when thè General Secretary presided, on 
May 28th, when Mrs. Hooper occupied the chair, on July 30th and 31st 
under the guidance of Mrs. B'esant and on November 12th and 13th 
when Mr. Van Manen of Amsterdam presided. The meeting in May 
was specially interesting and produced some capital work upon the 
subject of Mr. Myers’ book, which has been synthesised into an admi­
rable pamphlet by Mr. Orage.

The South-Western Federation met last Autumn under the 
presidency of the General Secretary and in January under that of 
Mr. Mead ; while the London Federation held its meetings in January, 
April and October under the presidency of Mr. Mead, Mr. Dunlop and 
the Reverend Conrad Noel respectively, the latter of whom gave à 
most interesting address upon the subject o f “ The Rationale of Spirit­
ual Healing*

There has been a very considerable amount o f literary activity 
during the past year, as the appended list of publications will show, and 
it has witnessed an interesting effort to reach the wider public in the 
fortn of a new monthly magazine, founded and edited by our Vice- 
President, Mr. A. P. Sinnett, under the title of Broad Vii ws.

In conclusion, I think we have every reason to feel satisfaction 
at the progress and growth of the movement, and its work during the 
past year, and it seems to me that 'wider horizons are opening before 
us, and that heavier responsibilities await us in  the not distant future. 
On the one hand the growth of the international feeling, solidarity 
and active intercourse between the Sections of the Society, now 
rapidly defining themselves in other countries, will very largely extend 
the scope and influence of the movement, and entail great exertions 
and constant watchfulness to maintain on our part, in fullest measure, 
that truly theosophical spirit which is above and beyond all national 
or racial differences. Moreover it thus becomes our duty— the ditty of 
all true and earnest workers in the movement— to make strenuous 
efforts to understand these our fellow members, to  realise and feel 
their needs, to enter into and appreciate their special mental and 
emotional requirements and to study and understand Theosophy as 
it appeals to them, as well as in the form more homely and familiar to 
ourselves. On the other hand I see more and more Strongly marked 
signs of a rapid approach in many of the most active and pdtent 
thought centres of the day towards many of the leading, fundamental 
ideas of Theosophy. But, on our sice, it seem s a  duty to  meet this 
advance more than half way, by striving to  give such a presentation,
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to put before them such a strongly reasoned and experimentally
verified statement of Theosophpy, that its voice and help may reach 
their ears and awakeu a response in minds already inclining in our 
direction.

For both these things, open-mindedness, balance, tolerance and 
mutual trust are essential; and the watchword, “ Unity in Diversity,” 
needs more than ever to become the keynote of our work and our 
lives, if we are to be true to our trust and realise the hopes and 
intentions of those Great Teachers to whom we owe so great a debt 
of gratitude.*

Bertram Keighteey,
General Secretary.

* The list oF bonks and pamphets published since 
Under the heading of "  Our Literature.”
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H K A D Q V A K T B R SjW f!!

1903

Dtnations.

XVi x *  *V M — J r-TT*v
Madam Freid
Several Members during th 

ast Convention •>
A. Fullerton, Esq., N . Y . .. 
Miss Ida Patch 
Dr. A . N. Mehta 
Buddhist Committee, Cey 

Ion ••
Contribution by E . S. Mem 

bers towards the Adyai 
Library Building for  E. S, 
Hall

A. W . Gotherd, Esq.
Ayodya Das, Gorakpnr 
C. G. Khiiji, Junagad 
0 . L  Akinsan 
Fees and D u es:— T . Arm 

Esq., Shanghai 
Colombo, T. S.
Major C. L. Peacocke, So 

Africa

Sectional Dues:—
American Section 

Indian Section 
British »
French »
German »
Netherlands „
Scandinavian ,, •••
New Zealand „
AnstralaBian ,,
Italian ,, •••I
Befunds of Expenditure ... 
Sale of a carriage and horse. 
Interest on P. 0. Savings 

Bank account ...|
Garden Produce ...
Befund of advance from Ser* 

vants ...
Befund of Loans from seve­

ral Funds ...
Borrowed from Col. Olcott 

for current expenses 
Borrowed from Col. Olcott 

for the extension of Sans­
krit Library Building -Jf> BV> »
5 ,800 B«- 12,000 less 
•hat>ge, Bs. 137-13-3 ex

Carried over;.

Bs. A P.J

2»• 1

1 6 0 s
15 0 0
1 5

e
-o 0

1

. 98 0 0
22 1 o)
30 u 0

. 84 0

l 1105

r

0 0
]

898 8 0
75 0 0 ]
50 0 0

5 0 0 ]
16 9 0

15 0 0
28 0 0

■

486 15 1
376 4 0
350 5 3

2,102 1 6
1,751 12 9

808 0 8
688 5 0
313 9 0
480 0 0
408 6 7
90 0 0

228 12 0

119 6 a
190 4 0

0 3 0
292 16 9

52 0 0

1,726 1£ bi

114 ( 0

11,862 2 9

23,7b0 I 3

Entertainment of guests 
Establishment charges J m- 

cludes the wages ot stable 
servants 

Loans advanced 
Loans returned .
Postage and Telegrams 
Printing and Stationery 
Taxes and Charity 

| Table Expenses

and
of

Repairs—; 
Sanskrit

library

River bank 
R evetm en t

Rs.
11,425
1,763

in the native 
quarters 
Other old re­
pairs sundries

523 10 9!

684 7  2

970 1 3

81,

3,939
142

1,664.
382
805
338
46

201
703
981
24«

15,366
1,116

1410
210

Carried over... 25;917
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H E A D Q U A R T E R S  F U N D —(Continued.) 
>v> ! I________ ;_____________ _

Receipts. Amount. Expenditure. Amount.

Rs. A. Rs. A. P.

Brought forward... 23,700 8 3 Brought forward... 25,917 3 9

Borrowed from Library Fund
for godown ■ ••• 1,500 0 0

Borrowed from l’beosophist
JFund for current expenses. 1,150 0

Borrowed from P. E. F . do. 300 0 0

Total Rs... 25,917 3 9

Balance Rs... 733 4 6

Total Rs... 26,650 8 3 Total Rs .. 26,650 8 3

SUSPENSE ACCOUNT.

Receipts.

Receipts

Amount.

Rs.

805

865 15

Expenditure.

Expense

Balance

Amount.

Rs. A.

858

P.
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•no* with Role 29 of the Rales of the Society, hare carefully examined the accounts 
hare found them correct. Every item of receipt and of expenditure is duly support- 
matter tyr receipts from those who received the. payments and by accounts signed by

fivw 33bc? Pec&mSer 190S to end of Xorember of 1904.

OrrtAT.
Particulars of Outlay. B y  transfer I 

By Cash. including’ j 
I Lom). Ac. I

Total. . Grand Total.

Permanent Fund
Anniversary : do 
liitrarT db
Headquarters do 
S«bU Row )iedal do 
White Entes do
Pr sident-Fonnder's Tour fj 
Founders Fund 
Ifemodur do 
Jnrt do
Snspente Account _

Total...
Balance o f—
Amount invested on Behar 

Estate (since porrhased from
Judicial awti^u) _

A nrnt lent to M r. Ol Kundasamt 
Xodtiitr, his brocher and his 
minor sons, on mortgage o f1
EsaSSangi @  6 per cent. _

Do do _I
Impede th 3 per cent. Curona e u  

Pnukso' t  noces, na site cus­
tody h l s i n s  Rank _I

Deposit tn per cent. Gotenaiaic 
Promissory nKes> h  saxe cus­
tody tn Südens K »k _[
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ANNIVERSARY KUNE,
1904..

RECEIPTS. Amount, EXPENDITURE.

Bs. 'a J p

Balance on 22ud Decern be r 1 ! Pandal expense
1903 31' 5 c Wages of extra servants

Loan from Col. H.S. Olcott .. 1,000 0 0 Telegram
,, „  “  Thepsopbist ” f Loans returned
Fund 106 0 0 Travelling allowances a

Collections for sheds and arrangements by Polios
other refunds of expen- Food a t  .Caste kitchen
diture 187 n o ,, at European kitchen

Donations 2,132 0 Cl Printing and Stationery
Sundries '[ .

Total.

Balance

Total..., 3 ,4 5 6  ts i c
1

Total

Amoan̂

Bs. Ar

18<U] 9lot e•loC[ fc 01,206 0 0
201 1«Jfl,

• 704 0 0521 8 7
16 14 0
86 I 0

3.022 0 1

434 6 9
3,456

°\
L0

Donations to Anniversary Fund, Adyart January, 1904.
. B b. a . p .I

Parsee Brothers, Bombay,
Mr. Jussawalla, ' do do
Mr. D. Goatling, do do
Mr. A. Schwarz, Colombo do
Captain Stuart Prince, Belgaam do
Mr. V. K , Desikachariar, Ami do
Mr. N. S. Snmana, Kandukur do
Mr. Dorabji Dosabhuy, Hyderabad do
Mr. T. V. Copulas wain i Iyer, Cocanada do 
Mr. T. S. Knlandavelu Pillai, Coonoor do 
Adyar Lodge T. S.
A. Bamaswaniy Sastrial, Tricby, Convention expenses 
M. Subba Bow, Gooty, 'i'.S. „  »
Indian 8ect''on, T A  ... ...
Tindivanam Branch, T.S....
Mr. S. Narayiinamnrthy, Bezwada 
Mr. Snndara Ramiah, Tricby ...
Periaknlum Branch, T.S. ...
Hadala Branch, TJ8., Kathiwar ...
G. Bamaswamy Iyer, Esq., Tinnevelly 
Baba Bholnnatb Chatterji, Gorakhpur 
Mr. C. Aadikesavalu Naidn, Adoni, Donation 
Cash by a sympathiser du
A servant of the Musters do
Kurnool Branch, T.S. do
Calicut do do
Chittoor do do
Buddhist Society, Ceylon, do
Nandalur Branch» T.8 . do
Mr. T. V. Karssiah, B zwada do
A Friend do
Mr. Vedaohalam, Ch ingle put do
Mr. Purnshotam Das Odhavji, Bombay do
Mr. I-). Lingadi, Jain Member, Belgaum do
Mr. B. Narasinga Bow do
Mr* Rama Brahman do
Mr. . N Pichai Pillui, Vedaraniam do

350 0 0 
60 0 0 

200 0 0 
150 0 0 
66 0 0 
5 0 .0 
1 8  0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0

10 0 0
40 0 0 
10 0 0 
7 6 .0

10 0 0 
100 0 0 

5 0 0
10 0 0
3 0 0 
8 0 0  
5 0 0 

12 0 0 
10 0 0 
26 0.0 
15 ° J 
6 0 0 
6 0 0 
6 0 0 
8 0 U 

10 ° 0 
6 0 0 
3 0 0
3 0 0 
7 0 d
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par, Donation 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do

Adyar,

expenses

im

Calcutta Branch Delegates, ’ od
Hiss Allison, T. S. Head-quarters, Ady 
3ir, Marati and Devdarh 
Gaya Branch, T. S,
Bel’lary Branch T. S.
Madanapalle Branch, T. S.
Dr. W- A. English, T. S, Head-quarters.
X Member T. S.
Mr. SriDivasadev 
„ 0. Seethapathy Eow, Salem 

Cash
Mr. M. Singaravelu Mudaliar 
jiellore Branch, T. S.
Coimbatore District Members 
Mr. A. Narayana Sastry 

j T. B. Lakshmann Pillai 
S. Krishna Mnrthy

„  N. Krishnamurthy Eow, Chidambara 
Dr. M; R. Jagannatha Eazu 
Mr. A. Nilakanta Sastri 
Cuddalore Branch, T. S.
Mr. D. K. Veeraswami Iyer, Cuddalore 
Rai Pyari Lai, Delhi 
Sivaganga Branch, T. S.
Madura do
Dharmalaya Lodge, T. S., Bombay 
Secunderabad Branch, T. 8.
Mr. S. C. Srinivasa Chariar, Eanipet 
„ S. Eajaram Iyer, Mayavaram, T. S.
„ U. Venkata Bow, Salem, T. S.

A Parsee Brother 
Palgbat Branch, T. S.
Anantapore do 
Mr. Subba Bow 
Dr. Vasudu Vithal 

Do
A sympathiser 
Chidambaram Branch, T. S.
Mr. V. Murugesa Pillai, T. S.
„ C. S. Muniappa, Chickbailapnr 

Buddhist Delegates, Ceylon 
Mr. M. Vasappa 
A Member
Mr. V. Venkata Boya, Cocanada 
„ C. Kotiah Chettiar, Nellore 
,a Gopala Krishnamurthy 
n T. Sadasiva Iyer, Coimbatore 
>, P. Gopala Menon 

Bbagirathi Federation 
Mr. 0 . V. Nanjundiah, Penukonda 

aa Nagesa Eow, Gooty 
Bhaunagar Branch, T. S.
Blavatsky Lodge, T. 8., Bombay 
Mr. B. Banga Beddy, Nellore (by way of rice) 
Bangalore Branch, T. S.
Mr. V. C. Sudarsana Mudaliar, Anantapur 
Mr. J. Parsons 
Miss Pieters 
Lt. Col. Forman 
Mr. G. E. Sutcliffe

Donation
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

2
2

2
4
1
2

20 0 0 
20 o 0 
30 0 0 
10 o 0
6 0 o
7 0 0
5 0 0

10 0 0 
10. 0 0 

1 0  0 
0 0 
0 0

5 0 0
6 0 0 
5 0 0

15 0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

2 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
15 0 0 
15 0 0 
20 0 0 
30 0 0 
5 0 0
5 0 0
7 0 0

10 0 0 
10 0 0
6 0 0 
B O O  
2 0 o

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

1 0 0
2 0 0 

10 0 0

2
1
2
2

1
0
2
5
2
5

n li 
4 0 
| 0 
0 0 
4 0 
0 0

6 0 0 
25 0 0 
30 0 0 
1 0  0 40 0 0 

10 0 0 
84 0 0 
29 0 . Q 
5 0 .0  

20 0 0 
20 0 0 
50 |  0 
50 0 0

6
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SUBBA ROW MEDAL FUND.

RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENDITUBE. Amount.

Bs. A. P. Bs. A. P.

Balance on 22nd December Bice distributed on White
1903 654 810 Lotus Day, 8th May 1904... 32 4 1

Donation ... 85 4 0 Cash distributed on do. ... 14 2 0

Total... 46 6 1

Balance... 693 6 9

Total... 739 12 10 Total... 739 1210

PRESIDENT’S TOUR FUND.
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FOUNDER’S FUND.

r e c e i p t s . -Amount. EXPENDITURE. Amount.

Balance on 22nd Decem ber
1903 _ OO/f"'

interest received on ^  
6ovt. Pro-notes of Bs. 
10,000, kept fo r  safe 
custody in Madras Bank J  

interest on mortgage with 
Thompson A Co-, Madras

Es. A.

22,266

583 0

66'd 0

0

0

T o t a l - 23,509

Rs.

Amount paid to the Library 
Fund, viz., frd of t ie  Inte-I 
rest received on Mortgage 
fur 11 months from Janu- 
ary to November 1904.

6 Amount paid to Panchamaj 
Education Fund, viz., |rd of| 
the Interest received on) 
Mortgage for llm ontbs from) 
January to  November 1904 

Paid frds o f the interest from 
Government Pro-notes to 
L ibrary Fund ...1

Jrd of the above to Pancha- 
ma Education Fund

4 4 )

A .P .

0 0

123 0 0

388 ill 0

191

Balance..,

5 6

1,243 I 0 6 
22,266 Ol 0

Total... 23,509 ( 6

DAMODAR FUND.

r e c e i p t s . Amount. EXPENDITURE. Amount.

* Rs. V. p. Es. IaJp .

Balance on 22nd December 
1903 _••• 

Intere st on 3 °/t Govt. Pro-
10,001 0 0

Paid to Adyar Library the 
interest received on 3%  
Govt. Pro-notes 582 14! 6

notes o f Ks- 10,COO, kep 
for safe custody in Madras 
Bank 582 14 6 Balance...]

582 14 6 
10,000 0 0

Total... 10,582 3
1

6 Total... 10,582 Idl 6

JOG LEGACY,

BECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENDITURE.

Bs. A. P.

Balance on 2 2nd December
1903 5,219 6 0

Interest on Mortgage on Ma-
hinda College Bnilding ... 

Eeturn o f loan by W .B. Fricke,
140 0 0

Esq., G eneral Secretary, 
Netherlands Section 750 9 0

Total... 6,109 6 0

Amount.

Loan to W . B. Fricke Esq- 
General Secretary, Nether­
lands Section

Rs.

750

P.

750
Balance... 5,359 

Total... 6,109

0j 0 
6j 0

6 0



PERM AN EN T FUND. 
1904.

RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENDITURE.
■Am ount.

R>s. A. P. Rs. A. 1

Balance on 22nd December Discount charged by Madras
1903 10,0 10 12 9 Bank for cashing £1,000

Interest on Mortgage with Cheque, & c, .and loss on ex*
Messrs. Thompson & Co. 275 0 0 change 122 11

„ P. 0 .  Savings Bank Telegram 48 1*>
z

aoconnt. 0 3 0 Transferring charges 126 12
0

Loan from Col. H. S. Olcott. 27,450 0 0 Travelling Expenses of Mr u

„ Madras Bank 10,000 0 ol T. V. Charlu • 100 o
Interest paid to Madras

Bank on loan 425 8 1

823 a
"""
3

• Balance ... 76,912 4 6

Total... 77,735 15 9 Total.. 77,735 16 9

L IB R A R Y  FUND.

RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENDITURE. Amount,

Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P.

Balance on 22nd December Establishment charges ... 1,805 5 0
1903 6,478 1 5 Binding ... 6 0 0

Interest f r o m  Founder’s Printing and Stationery ... 32 4 8
Fund — 828 h 0 Postage i 12 6 11

I. ,, Damodar Purchases of MSS.and Books 227 13 6
'' Fund ... 582 14 6 Loan advanced to Head*
A n F. T. S. of Burma, Subn. 550 0 0 qû rierB Fund 1,500 0 0
C. Sambiah Garu, Mylapore. 6 (i 0 #Sundries and Furniture, &c. 80 11 6
V. K. Desikachariar, Esq. ... 3 0 0
An F. T. S. of Bombay 0 7 0
Donation from Contribution

Bor 30 6 7
Miss 8 . Marielle, Donation. 50 0 0
Interest on P. O. Savings

Bank account. 0 3 0
Amount received from Mrs.

Annie Besant on account of
Fuente’s bequest. 50,000 0 0

Total... 3,66* 9 7
Balance... 54,865 1 11

Total,,. 68,529 11 6 Total... 58, 529 11 6

# This includes Us.48 advanced to Narajauaswomy Naidu for >rass hinffe8
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SUBSIDIARY ACTIVITIES.

Instead of mingling the activities for which individual members 
and not the Society proper are responsible, with those of the Society, 
I shall henceforth follow the plan of grouping them separately, 
First among these in point of age comes, of course, the movement 
for the spread of Buddhist education in Ceylon, The Official Report 
of Mr. Wickremaratne, Secretary of the Colombo Buddhist Tbeoso- 
phical Society will first be presented. I am sure that every man 
who knows anything about public work will share my admiration 
for the brave persistence with which our Buddhist brothers have 
laboured since the year 1880 in this direction. Such devotion to 
duty and such capacity for self-sacrifice and religious enthusiasm 
as they have shown are worthy of all praise. The labours on behalf 
of their Ananda College, at Colombo, have at last been crowned 
with a splendid success. The College has competed with the 
Colleges of Government, the Wesleyans, the Church of England, and 
the Roman Catholics, all of which have European University and 
College graduates, highly educated and devoted men, in their staffs. 
Our College, alone, has for Principal and teachers men of native 
birth—Sinhalese Buddhists. Despite this seeming disability, Ananda 
College beat its rivals in the contest for the Cambridge Scholarship 
of £200 per annum and their candidate has gone to England and is 
pursuing his studies there ; his intention being to return, after 
taking his degree, and join the teaching staff of his Alma Mater.

I am very glad to say that as Principal of Mahinda (Buddhist) 
College, Galle, Mr. F. || Woodward M. A. (Cantab.) has not only 
revived the prosperity of the College but has endeared himself to all 
with whom he has come in contact.

A new movement, the outcome of the Buddhist movement in 
Ceylon, was a great wave of Temperance reform that was started by a 
Buddhist gentleman in a village of the Galle] Province, in the 
mouth of March last. A hard drinker himself, and surrounded 
by many boon companions of his own race and religion, he sudden­
ly realised that he was living a life of sin and he determined on 
reform. He signed the pledge himself, got his friends to do like­
wise, and formed a temperance society ; the example spread and 
similar societies sprang up in adjacent villages ; gathering momen­
tum as though pushed on by some invisible power, the movement 
spread from district to district and Province to Province until it 
reached Jaffna, the northernmost point of the Island. The distillers 
and arrack-sellers combined their forces to stem the tide, but in 
vain. At last they went so far as to petition Government to cancel 
their contract to take over the arrack rents in the Colombo District, 
for which they were paying Government Rs. 170,000 per mensem, 
while their sales of spirits had dropped to only Rs. 30,000 with 
the prospect of their going down to zero. So serious had the 
question become by the month of October last that H. E* the
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Governor, in a message to the Ceylon Legislative Council, announ­
ced that they must calculate upon a loss of at least Rs. 7,00,000 in 
revenue in consequence of the Temperance Movement. From Mr. 
Wickremaratne’s Report you will see that there are now registered 
at our Colombo Headquarters 600 Temperance societies, with an 
estimated membership of 180,000. Surely this is one of the most 
surprising events in modern socialogical history. We will now 
pass to the Colombo Report:

REPORT OF TH E COLOMBO BUDDHIST THEOSOPHICAL
SOCIETY.

To the President-Founder, T. S . :— In sending our fraternal greet­
ings to. the Convention, I beg to report that our work has made 
satisfactory progress during the past year. We now have on our 
active list 57 members. Although the number seems small, we 
have gained ground all over the Island where there are Buddhists.

The Society’s work can be classified into two departments -  Print­
ing and Educational.

P rinting  Departm ent.

This department is in a very satisfactory condition. The Machine 
Room has undergone a complete change. The Quad Demy Machine 
having become unserviceable, two Double Crown Machines have been 
imported, one for printing the Sandaresa and the other, for Book 
work, besides two Platen Machines for Job work, all worked by gas. 
A good supply of Sinhalese, English and Tamil types have been 
obtained and the Press therefore is now able to turn out good work 
with expedition and despatch. Great credit is due to Brother J. M. 
de Silva, the Manager, for the improvements effected.

The Sarasavisandaresa is keeping up to its mark. Its circulation 
*s 3,500 which is considered very satisfactory in view of the competition 
in this line. Brother H. S. Perera, to whose pertinacity the success of 
the paper is due, deserves thanks for the pains he takes to maintain 
its position among the community. The standard books on religion, 
principally for the use of the school children, issued from this Press 
are:-—

“ The Buddhist Catechism ” (Sinhalese), by Colonel Olcott.
“ The Sisubodaya ” (Small Catechism, Parts I. and II., Sinha­

lese), by C. W. Leadbeater.
"The Sisubodaya,” Parts I. and II. (English), by C. Jinarajadasa.
“ The Buddhopastava ” (Sinhalese), by D. S. S. Wickremaratne.
It is contemplated to have a series of school and other books 

published by the Society at no distant date and with this in view a 
Committee has been appointed consisting of Brothers D. B. Jayatilaka 
and W. K. Goonewardene Mudaliyar, to prepare the necessary books.

From the accounts submitted by the Manager for the financial 
year ending 31st May last, receipts are Rs. 19,632*56, the expenditure
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Rs. 15,21273, leaving a balance of Rs. 4,4i9'83 which will this year go 
to pay for the machinery imported.

In connection with this department it has been decided to open 
from next year a Book Depot in a portion of the building facing the 
Norris Road, as the Society has keenly felt the want of one to supply 
the growing demands of our Educational Department.

The publication of the Buddhist has been handed over to that 
very useful body, the Colombo Young Men’s Buddhist Association.

E d u c a t io n a l  D e p a r t m e n t .

This department too has progressed during the year and although 
the Society is called “ Colombo,” our schools are situated in six out 
of the seven Sinhalese Provinces, namely, Western, Southern, Central, 
North-Western, Uva and Sobaragamva. The Colombo Maha-bodhi 
Society carries on educational work in the North-Central Province 
and the two Tamil Provinces Northern and Eastern—are still 
untouched.

During the year under review we have brought under our 
management 9 schools and we have therefore 178 schools on our 
list as follows :—

Province.
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Weitern ... ... 1 6 1 9 29 60 106
Southern ... ... ... ,,, 1 i 8 6 19 35
Central ... ... ... 2 7 • •• 5 6 1 21
North-Western ama 1 ••• 4 3 1 9
Sobaragamva ... ... ... • •• ... 2 2 4
Uva ... ................. ... 2 ... ... 1 3

Total... 2 1 17 1 1 28 45 83 178

Of the above schools 150 have been registered by Government as 
Grant-i 11-Aid, and for 28 schools, applications are before the Govern, 
ment. Our schools have an attendance of about 30,000 children.

Of the English schools, the Ananda College of Colombo was 
started in 1885 by Brother C. W, Leadbeater. The small seed then 
planted sprouted and became a gigantic tree.

This year G. W, K. Perera, pupil of this college, obtained the 
Government University Scholarship of £200 a year tenable for four 
years in England, a feat which reflects no- small credit on the Principal, 
Brother D. B. Jayatilaka, b.a., and his staff.

The attendance is increasing by leaps and bounds, but most 
unfortunately, the accommodation does not permit new admissions, 
there being 300 pupils already. Steps are being taken to raise 
Rs, 75,000 (£5,000) to purchase the present site which is npw held on
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a lease, and erect the necessary buildings both for day pupils and 
boarders, and unless a loan is raised the. work will have to be 
seriously delayed.

Dharraaraja College at Kandy is also doing good work under its 
Principal, Mr. K. F. Billimoria, b .a .

Nanodaya English School at Kalutara and the English Schools 
at Kurunegala, Matale, Badalla and Hatton are also doing good work.

We have only one English Girls’ School at Karagarapitiye, a 
suburb of Colombo. This number cannot be considered satisfactory.
If a method can be adopted at one of the Branches, say London 
Lodge, to call for volunteer ladies to come to Ceylon and start 
English Schools for Buddhist girls, there will be ample scope for 
such work. This is the system which obtains in the Christian 
Mission by which means ladies are sent to distant villages of Ceylon 
for proselytising the Buddhists.

‘ Brother D. B. Jayatilaka is performing the duties of General 
Manager of Buddhist Schools in addition to his own duties as Princi­
pal of the Ananda College and he deserves great praise for his 
gratuitous services.

We have only two men in the field doing duties as agents, visit­
ing schools and raising funds, and one Inspector for inspection of 
schools. This number is absurdly small in view of the large field of 
operation, but nothing can be done to improve the situation, for want 
of funds.

This Educational Department aunually shows a deficit which 
has to be somehow made up.

Last year’s expenditure w a s ..................................Rs. 50,266-14
income was ... ........................ „ 47,143-91

' deficit was ... ........................ „ 3,I22'23
And yet it will be surprising how the work has progressed as 

appears from the following figures:—

Schools : 1882-1903.
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Buddhist 13 34 86 179 196 26,520 135

Bonmn Catholic 158 163 183 200 253 373 40,321 108

Protestants ... ( 366
l -

517 357

,

425 4561 
345) 805 61,830 77

One of the objects of the Society being the education of the 
Buddhist children, with due regard to the religion of their fore­
fathers, we consider that, whatever obstacles there may be in our way, 
guch as lack of men or funds, there is a great deal of work yet to be

" 7
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done to provide for the education of 29,800 children yet attending 
non-Buddhistic schools.

Our Panadure friends have started buildings for two English high 
schools for boys and girls and an application has been already made 
to the President-Founder for two Principals.

An English high school is urgently required for Matara and 
another at Ramapura.

Our thanks are due to the Teachers and local Managers for the 
devotion to the Society. Had it not been for their efforts, the work 
would not have been so successful.

Miscellaneous.
The chief source of income towards the educational work is the 

Annual Fancy Bazaar which this year brought only a net income of 
Rs. 1,512-37.

The Buddhist Registrar’s Office is yet held in our Headquarters 
and 192 marriages have been solemnized during the year by the 
Registrar, Brother S. P. D. Dharmagoonewardene, Mohandiram.

It has been our earnest endeavour during the past 24 years to 
instil into the minds of the Buddhists the necessity of their observing 
the five precepts and practising virtue that leads to the higher attain­
ments. But the tendency towards Western Materialism was such 
that we could scarcely hope for success, but in March this year a 
Buddhist Brother in the Southern Province which was notorious for 
drunkenness and therefore crime, stepped forward and started what 
is now commonly called the “ Temperance Movement,” which has been 
the means of saving many unfortunate men from the pernicious habit 
of drink. Over 600 Societies have sprung up in different parts of the 
Island and it is estimated that j 80,000 men have signed the pledge of 
total abstinence. We are really glad that what we had aimed at years 
ago is at last on the way of being accomplished.

Our sincere thanks are due to the President-Founder for his late 
visit, which has been of great service to the cause of temperance. His 
addresses at the Ananda College and other meetings, especially at the 
Mass Meetings of the Temperance Societies, are still remembered and 
I am glad to report that members of many Temperance Societies have 
followed his advice to deposit their savings in the Post Office Savings 
Bank.

We are now in our XXVth year and it is hoped that we shall be 
able to give a still better account of our work in our next year’s 
Report.

With assurances of devotion and affectionate respect to our 
President-Founder and heartiest fraternal greetings to the Convention, 
from all the Brothers, I beg to conclude.

D. S. S. WlCKREMKRATNE.
Secretary,
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REPORT OF THE GALLE BUDDHIST THEOSOPHICAE
SOCIETY.

To the President-Founder, T. S. :—Iu accordance with the annual 
custom I beg to submit the report of the Galle Branch of the Theo- 
sophical Society for the twelve months ending November 1904.

Mahiuda College, the principal institution of the Society, has 
made very satisfactory progress during the past year. The daily 
attendance has now increased, from 145 last year, to 2x5̂  Owing to 
the insufficient accommodation of the College premises several seek­
ing admission had to be refused. Twelve boys were presented for the 
Cambridge Local Examinations this year. Mr. S. S. Jayawickrama, 
who was coached up by Mr. Woodward has passed the London 
Matriculation Examination. One characteristic feature in the 
attendance of the College is that about 55 Mahomedan Boys attend 
our College daily. Four Burmese students from Rangoon were 
admitted in June last and they are prosecuting their studies satis­
factorily. One is Maung Tin, a brother of Rev. U. Weetsaka, of 
Thiatau Hpyoung Temple, Rangoon.

As anticipated, our good Brother Mr. F. L. Woodward, M. A. 
(Cantab.), has proved to be a thorough acquisition to the College. 
In his capacity as the principal, he has made every possible effort to 
raise the standard of the College. Our sincere thanks are due to 
him for the untiring efforts he has made to bring the College to its 
present position, and for the enthusiastic manner he carries on the 
work.

Our schools at Dangedera North and South, Unawatuna, 
Gintota, Katukurunda are all making satisfactory progress. The 
only cause for regret is that want of funds prevents us from extend­
ing the work. The construction of the new premises for the 
Unawatuna School was completed by Mr. T. D. S. Amarasuriya, our 
President, at an expense of Rs. 5,500, and the inaugurating ceremony 
was performed by you on the 14th September last. The thanks of 
the inhabitants in and around Unawatuna are due to Mr. 
Amarasuriya for the boon he has conferred on them.

Of the moneys lent on mortgage of properties the sum of 
Rs. 1,200 has been recovered through the efforts of Mr. D. E. A. 
Jayasinha Mudaliyar and Mr. D. C. P. Weerakoon, two of our Trus­
tees. I hope to report further recoveries next year.

Two more Sunday Schools (Buddhist) were opened during the 
year, one at Paramananda Sudassana Vihara with the help of Rev. 
Kalegana Seelawansa, and the other at Jayawardanarama with the 
help of Mr. John Munisingha.

Your hurried visit during September last to this town has 
given a great impetus to the work of the Society in particular 
and to the Temperance Movement in general* As a proof of the 
esteem and regard in which you are held by our Buddhist brethren 
in this town I append a translation of the illuminated address pre-
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sented to yon at the monster reception accorded you at the Galle 
Esplanade grounds by ten Temperance Societies within our Munic­
ipal limits.

I record with deep regret the death of Mr. D. F. De’Silva, one 
of our Trustees, nd Ree. M. Kavidaja the Superintendent of the 
Sudbarmarama Sunday School. The former has on different occa­
sions rendered valuable service for the welfare of our Societies at 
Galle and Colombo.

Mr. H  R. Gnnarathna, J. P., Gate Mudalij-ar, Mr. D. M. 
Samaraweera Mnhandram, and Mr. and Mrs. D. F. De’Silva have 
helped the Mahinda College by giving monthly donations.

I beg to conclude this report wishing the Convention every suc­
cess, with affectionate respect to the President-Founder, and heartiest 
fraternal greetings to our Brethren and Sisters assembled in the 
Convention.

I remain, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
D. J. StJBASOfHA,

Honorary Secretary.

COLONEL H. S. OLCOTT,
President-Founder, T .S %

(LITERAL TRANSLATION OF THE ADDRESS 
REFERRED TO.)

To Colonel Henry  St e e l  Ol c o tt

The True Friend of the Buddhist Public of Ceylon.
R espected Si r :—

1. The religion of Lord Sakyamuni introduced into this 
Island of Lanka 2200 years ago according to the Buddhist Era. contin­
ued to flourish uninterruptedly during the regime of Sinhalese 
Kings.

2. When the Island fell into the hands of the European nations 
such as the Portuguese, and the Dutch, the religion o f Buddha 
ceased to flourish, as freedom to profess this religion was denied the 
Buddhists. But since the time the Island was annexed to Great 
Britain, the inhabitants were permitted to profess whatever religion 
one liked. Under the above circumstances our religion was deterior­
ated to such a fearful extent that one felt ashamed to acknowledge 
in public that he was a Buddhist.

5. Having read a report of the famous controversy between the 
late lamented Rev. Mohotli watte Gunananda, the Rt. Rev. H. Suman- 
gala (High Priest of Adams Peak and Galle), the Rev. Web gama 
Sri ¿ timangain. High Priest, and the Christian Missionaries at Pana- 
dura nearly 25 years ago, you, and the late lamented Madame H. P.
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Blavatsky, visited this Island and began to unfold the treasure that 
lay buried in the depths of the ennobling religion of Buddha. Just as if 
roused from a sleep the Buddhist public, awakened to their sense of 
duty, began to join the Theosophical Society and to help you in your 
organizations.

4. How can we enumerate the manifold advantages Ceylon 
Buddhism has derived through the Agency of your Society ? Through 
its instrumentality there are now in Ceylon 300 Buddhist Schools daily 
attended by about 30,000 children of the Buddhist community. A 
great boon has been conferred on the Buddhists of South Ceylon by 
your appointment of Mr. F. L. Woodward, M.A. (Cantab.) as Princi­
pal of the Mahinda College, the premier Buddhist institution in the 
Southern Province. By bringing about a friendly feeling between 
the Ceylon Buddhists and those in Burma, Siam, Japan and Thibet; by 
obtaining from the Home Government great concessions to the Bud­
dhist public which had been at times denied to them, you have ren­
dered very valuable service to us, and words fail us to express our 
everlasting gratitude to you.
.... 5. The.Sinhalese nation is now emerging from the abyss into 
which it had fallen on account of the use of intoxicating drinks. 
About 12 years ago though you lucidly pointed out to us the evil 
effects of intoxicating drinks, yet to our great misfortune we failed 
to take heed of your timely warning. But to-day there seem to be 
indications of the whole nation being benefited by the temperance 
movement which is now fast spreading throughout the Island, and 
we acknowledge with gratitude the valuable service you are rendering 
for the welfare of this grand movement.

. cl During the past 25 years you have, out of compassion for us, 
acted with liberality, kind words, good administration, and broth- 
erliness (four virtues possessed by our .Kings of yore), rendered in­
estimable service for promoting the welfare of our ancient and noble 
religion and for the amelioration of our neglected children. During 
a term of one hundred years there has not come to this Island of 
Lanka a saintly person, so beloved, esteemed, and respected by our 
co-religionists throughout the Island, as yourself; we therefore beg to 
avail ourselves of this opportunity to express our affectionate feeling, 
deep gratitude, and sincere thanks for all that you have done for our 
sake. - Invoking the blessings of the Buddha Dhamma and Sangha, 
and wishing your life may be long spared to continue further bene­
ficial work for the welfare of mankind.

We remain Sir,
Yours fraternally.

Signed by the Secretaries of the Temperance Societies of
I. Galle Fort. 6. Mahamodera.
2, China Garden, i* Bangedera.
4Om Minuwangpda. I 8* Magalle Bewatura*
4- Cumbal wella. 9, Petti galawatte.
5- G alw adugoda. I io. Banawatte,
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T hr Panchama  E d u c a t io n  M o v e m e n t .

The brilliant success which has crowned the labours of 
Mrs. Courtright, General Superintendent of my Panchama Schools 
during the past year, is shown in her Official Report, which is 
appended, It is as surprising to us as it can be to anybody, that 
these poor, despised Pariahs of Madras should have made a record 
of u percentage of Passes to candidates, never before known in India. 
In fact, I do not recollect reading of any case in any country where 
of 116 pupil candidates presented, every-one passed as perfect iu 
every one of the subjects, it is easy to see that the success of 
Mrs. Courtright is going to have a strong influence towards remodel­
ling the system of teaching hitherto followed in the schools of 
Madras Presidency. Whatever criticism anyone may venture to 
make upon her methods, the fact remains that she has broken the 
educational record and proved that both her teachers and pupils 
arc most eager to profit by her direction.

REPORT ON THE OLCOTT PANCHAMA FREE SCHOOLS.

To Colonel If, S . Olcolt and D r. W in. A. English, Managing 
T r u s te e s Once more it is my pleasant duty to present to you the 
usual annual report on the schools under my superintendence.

My report of last year showed the total average of passes of 
Government examination of our schools to be 90°/0- In niy remarks 
I said: “ As for the coming year, I cannot promise better results than 
are plnced before you in this report. I can only hope that the 
standard of work will not fall below the present.”

The total of passes for the Lower Primary Schools for this year 
is 95°/o ns shown in detail in the statistical tabulations appended 
herewith. One school—the Olcott—passed its pupils cent, per cent, 
iu the compulsory subjects, and iu the optional subjects also, with 
a single exception—one Second Standard child failed in drawing, 
an optional subject—and each class was examined in as many sub­
jects as the Government permit.

In none of the schools were the pupils below Standard III. 
examined in English and Nature-study work, in spite of the 
fact that iu no other subjects, compulsory or optional, were 
the pupils more thoroughly prepared than in these two.

The discrepancy between the number of pupils enrolled in our 
schools and the number appearing for examination is due to the fact 
that the Government Educational rules compel a certain number of 
days' attendance for the year, and the pupils examined must have 
been enrolled for not less than six months immediately preceding 
examination. The attendance of pupils is irregular—due to sick­
ness and poverty, largely. But in each school almost every pupil 
entitled to take the examination was present.

When 1 began, to superintend the schools I decided to let the 
advanced classes continue the method they had always followed,



and directed my efforts to training the teachers in charge of the 
Infant Standards. The pupils who began training after the new 
method in the Infant Standard have this year passed the Third 
Standard examination. The Fourth Standard (Upper Primary aivis* 
ion) of this year and of next year also, are the old method pupils,

Does the difference in method account for the vast difference in 
total percentage of passes between the pupils in the Dower and the 
Upper Primary divisions (see tabulated report); or is it due really 
to lack of sustained meutal capacity ?

It was niy hope, as per last year's report, to be able to gather 
statistics concerning the educational capacity of the young of the 
backward races beyond the Dower Primary grades, but I have not 
been able to accomplish it. After next year we shall be able to com­
pare results between pupils taught after the objective or “ personal 
experience" method from the Infant Standard up, and those taught 
throughout after the abstract, mental cram method.

Throughout the year the work of the staff of teachers and 
myself has been entirely directed to educating the pupils, in each 
and every subject. As far as possible books were not used by the 
pupils ; they were referred to when necessary to supplement first 
hand observation ; but the endeavour has been to direct the atten­
tion of the pupils to discover facts for themselves, through personal 
experience,

One of the most interesting and important features of our school 
work, this year, has been the observation trips to the sea, the Adyar 
river and to St, Thomas’s Mount, to study geographical points and 
features; also to the Museum, the Zoo, the Botanical Gardens, and to 
the important buildings and places of educational interest in the 
city.

The Head Masters of the Olcott and the Damodar Schools have 
looked up a few of the boys who completed the IVth Standard 
within the past three years, in their respective schools, with this 
result ; io boys are employed as peons and chokras (servants for 
Europeans) io are continuing their education in advanced schools ; 
2 are teachers in the Olcott School ; 6 are employed in various shops 
under European managment.

The interested friends who so generously sent contributions for 
the Food Fund will be pleased to learn that for the ĵ ear past, two 
rice cakes per day have been given to the pupils in the Infant 
Staudard at the H.P.B..Memorial School. The Head Master reports 
the total uumber of food doles to be 6,553.

The usual distribution of rice to all the pupils has been continued 
in the H. P. B.—our “ poorest ’* school.

The number of meals provided for pupils attending collectively 
the other three schools is 282.

Owing to failure of the winter monsoon, a famine is considered 
he inevitable ; hence we plead for large contributions from friend̂
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for the purchase of food for our pupils to cover the coming period 
of dire need.

In order to strengthen the weak places, and to coach the 
teachers in my method of work, we have been holding a sort of 
Teachers’ Institute on Sunday mornings, half a day session of school, 
wherein the teachers were themselves pupils. In addition to thej 
regular subjects, they have had lessons in blackboard, or chalk drill, 
drawing from Nature subjects, brush drawing, clay modeling from 
natural objects, casting in plaster (models for clay work), sewing, 
or tailoring, etc., etc.

The teachers have been eager and interested pupils at these les­
sons and, under the influence of mutual desire for improvement aud 
advancement, they have stimulated each other most helpfully!

The fame of our schools is spreading throughout Iudia, and we 
have had many visitors, among whom have been the Educational 
Secretary to the Government,the President of the Madras Municipality, 
the Private Secretary to the Governor, representatives of the Kinder­
garten and the Primary Department oft he Teachers’’ College, Saidapet, 
Government Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors of Girls’ and ot 
Mixed Schools, Managers of the Wesleyan and Scottish Mission 
Schools, accompanied by Head Masters and Assistant Head Masters 
aud other teachers, the Editor of the Indian Journal of Education and 
many others.

The Government have ruled to cut the amount of grant-in-aid 
one-third in all schools where there is even one teacher without a 
certificate of training from some Government school— a most 
ridiculous proposition, in view of the fact that it is absolutely im­
possible to secure a sufficient number of trained teachers to man 
our schools throughout. We have been doing all we could in this 
direction by sending each year several of our staff to the Teachers’ 
College, paying from the Fund a small monthly stipend to each. 
Last year we had four, this year two teachers under training, while 
this coming year we hope to send up four other teachers. We have 
called the attention of Government to the above facts, yet it will not 
be in time to prevent our losing a large slice of grant-in-aid this year, 
even if the Government decide to alter their most unjust and in­
considerate ruling. Last year the amount of Government grant we 
were entitled to (rated according to percentage of passes) was cut, 
because the Government Board decided we would receive too great 
an amount in comparison with other schools.

In summing up the work of our schools for the past year, I can 
but repeat what was said last year, viz., that among the teachers 
forming our staff there had been entire harmony and co-operation • 
that almost every teacher was worthy of special mention for meri­
torious service. This statement holds true for the year just closing 
opr teachers have worked hard and with interest, if not enthusiasm
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This next year we hope to be able to have a large average daily 
attendance and to send a still larger number up for examination.

If the present condition of our schools, as we are about to close 
them for the month's vacation, is auy criterion of future work, we 
certainly have every reason to be proud of our educational venture 
and achievement.

N. A. COURTRIGHT,
Superintendent.
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PANCHAMA EDUCATION FUND. 
1904.

BECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENDITURE. Amount

Balance on 22nd Dec. 1903 
* Donations
Interest on Mortgage with 

Thompson A Co.
„  from Fonnder’sFnnd 
„  on P. 0 . Barings 

Bank account. »1
Provincial grant 
Sale* proceeds of garden pro 

dace
Refunds of Expenditure ...

„ of loan I»y Mrs. C,
„ Head­

quarters Fond. ..I
Temporary loan from M The 

T heosophiet"

Pttails o f the Balance.

Bs.

On m ortgaged 
with Messrs. !  as. 
Thompson A Co., i  6.000 
Madras. J
Deposit in'Post)
Office Barings > 1,213 
Bank. )
In London and)
W 0 s I. m i n ster [  0 nod 
B a n k , L d . , ! 2*283 
jtlW-18-7. J
I d I be J lid fM  i  « a > a
Bank Deposit. J lf iU  
Cash On hand. 157

A. r. 
0 01

10 3

16 0

8 3

10,370
2.939

276
414

84
2,089

46
3

10

300

180

Total... 9,661.3*10

Assets.

T . 8 .Pcrmana„t>I20 fl0 0 f 
Fund owes. )

T. B. H ••< *-! o«*, n o  
qoarters Fond, j  ® ®

Total... 14.060 0-0

Total. 16,6621 6

Construction and repairs 
at Kodambakam School 

Purchase of a ground at 
Teynampet School 

Salaries of Teachers and 
serrants ..

Supervision fee 
Loan advanced to Dead 

qoarters
„ returned to ‘ ‘Theoso 
phist ” Fund 

0 Postage and Telegrams 
Printing and Stationery ... 
Book , Register,«6c. ..J
Stable Expenses including 

wages and amount advan­
ced for repairing carriage. 

Sewing class ...
Furniture ...
Charity and allowances for 

Teachers under training. 
Medals and presents 
Taxes and rent 
Sundries ...

Rs.

881

201

3,070
621

300

20«
29

143
199

664
18

189

252
06
68

V.

419 
0

0
11
7
2

170 10 4

1
3
1

0
1

10

Total...
Balance...

Total

Includes Bs. 1,600, by an Enropean Theosopbiat. 
nclndes tbs c< st of tit,kin g a well at Wylnpore.
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T h e  Cen tral  H indu  College.

Though our Society no more directs or is responsible for the 
Central Hindu College at Benares, than it is for the Ceylon Schools, 
and Colleges or my Panchama Schools, yet as its chief founder's 
moving spirit and President is Mrs. Besant, and a number of its 
teachers and trustees are members of our Society, it bears the same 
relationship to the Theosophical movement as the other two educa­
tional activities above reported upon, which are its seniors in age. 
With this idea in view, I have asked Mrs. Besant to give me, for the 
information of distant members of the Society, a brief historical 
note upon the College. She has kindly complied by sending me 
the following:—

To the President-Founder, T .S . : —The Central Hindu College, 
now in its seventh year of life, was founded in 1898 by a small band 
of Theospphists, Hindus by birth, with two exceptions. Its object 
was to combine secular instruction with religious and moral teach­
ing based on the Hindu Sastras. It was incorporated in March 1899 
and held its first regular Board meeting in that month. Early in 1899 
His Highness The Maharaja of Benares presented it with the lands 
on which it stands, and which then had on them the nucleus of the 
present buildings. Dr. Richardson, a member of the T. S., became 
its Honorary Principal, Pandit Cheda Eal, also a Theosophist, the 
Honorary Superintendent of its Boarding House, and Babu Bhagavan 
Das, another Theosophist, its Honorary Secretary. Thus started, it 
soon commenced active growth, collected funds which enabled it to 
build, and to engage a staff of competent teachers. It numbers now 
480 students, drawn from all parts of India; it has a staff of 35 pro­
fessors and teachers, of whom another three—the Vice-Principal» 
M. M. Paridet Adityaram Bhattacharya, Mr. Arundale, the Head 
Master, and Miss Arundale, Instructor in Brush-painting, etc., are 
all honorary workers and all Theosophists. It has thus drawn its 
life and infant nurture from the Theosophical Society, although it 
now includes among its enthusiastic supporters the flower of ortho­
dox as well as of liberal Hinduism. Teu Schools are affiliated to the 
College for the purpose of religious instruction, and the first 
yearly examination is now in progress. This marks a more
important departure, and we hope to see from it great results.•
In addition to this definite affiliation, a very large number of 
Schools have adopted the Sanatana Dharma Text-books, issued by 
the College, and the Directors of Education of Bombay, Madras and 
the Punjab allow them to be used for Hindu students in Govern­
ment Schools, where arrangements for such instruction are made. 
The Punjab Text Book Committee has put them on its list, and 
they are used in the Chiefs’ College at Ajmere. Many local examina­
tions in these books have been held in different parts of India, 
arranged by members of the T. S. The issue of these books marks 
an epoch, as they present Hinduism, for the first time, as an organic 
whole, and their wide acceptance testifies at once to the need which



62

existed for them aud the success with which they have supplied 
it. The three series of lectures delivered in the College by the Pres­
ident, on “ The Story of the Great War, ” “ Shri Ramachandraf’’ 
and “ Hindu Ideals,” have also had a very large circulation.

The past year has seen large additions to the buildings, two 
Laboratories with Lecture Halls and small rooms for re­
search work have been built and fitted up, at a. total cost of 
about Rs. 30,000. A second story has been added to the 
Boarding House; gas-installation, has been completed, and gas is 
now made on the premises ; Staff Quarters have been built, with 4 
sets of apartments. More interesting still is the laying . of the 
foundation stone of a marble temple to Sarasvali, the tutelary 
guardian of the College. . . .

The Sanskrit Department— the Ranevir PattishalA—is showing 
steady improvement; it contains 139 students, and has a s'taft of ten 
Pandits and one English Teacher, under Pandit Chandra Keshorê  
the Principal. The Sanskrit course is being carefully revised under 
the superintendence of M. M. Pandit Adityarahi; half an hour’s 
English every day is compulsory, and we trust by this means to 
enable Pandits trained in our Sanskrit Department to exercise mote 
influence over the English educated public than is possible for the 
present race of Pandits, who stand quite apart from the English-edu­
cated portion of the community.

There is a workshop attached to the College, in which much of 
the College furniture is made, and the Committee hopes'that this 
will form the nucleus of a Technical Institution, the want of 
which is seriously felt in the Benares district.

In Athletics, both College and School rank high, and hold, 
among other trophies, the Tagore Challenge Cup for Lawn-tennis, 
open to all India. Cricket, Tenuis, Foot-ball and Hockey are the 
chief games; drill is taught, and some of the Indian indigenous 
athletic training has lately been introduced.

The finances of the Institution are flourishing; in all, some seven 
lakhs and a quarter have been collected; our invested funds are 
four lakhs ; one lakh and a half have been spent in buildings and 
other permanent property. The expenditure on salaries is now 
Rs. 3,200 a month.

The College Magazine went out of print this year with 10,000 
copies a month. Next year the issue is fixed at 13,000. During 
this year six students have been supported out of its profits, and 
the number will be increased, the Committee hopes, in the coming 
year.

We cannot close this brief report without noticing the fact that 
the most liberal supporter of the College, His Highness the MahSraja 
of Kashmir—-who contributes Rs. r,ico per month—is a memberofthe 
T.S., as is also Seth Dbaramsey Moraiji Gokuldas, the builder of 
the Chemical Laboiatoiy. Our largest gifts and legacies have also 
come from our nursing mother, the Theosophical Society.

A n n i e  B e s a k t ,
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RULES OE THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

A s  Revised in General Council, July 9 , 1896.

C o n s t i t u t i o n .

1. The title of this Society, which was formed at New York, United 
States of America, on the 17th of November, 1875, is the “ Theosophical 
Society.”

2. The objects of the Theosophical Society are :
I. To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, 

without distinction of race, creed, sex, caste or colour.
II. To encourage the study of comparative religion, philosophy and 

science.
III. To investigate unexplained laws of Nature and the powers 

latent in man*
3. The Theosophical Society has no concern with politics, caste 

rules, and social observances. It is unsectarian, and demands no assent 
to any formula of belief as a qualification of membership.

Membership.

4 . Every application for membership must be made on an author­
ized form, and must be endorsed by two members of the Society and 
signed b y the applicant ; but no persons under age shall be admitted 
without the consent of their guardians.

5 . Admission to membership may be obtained through the Presi­
dent of a Branch, the General Secretary of a Section, or the Recording 
Secretary; and a certificate of membership shall be issued to the member 
bearing the signature of the President-Founder and the seal of the 
Society, and countersigned by either the General Secretary of the 
Section or the Recording Secretary of the T. S., according as the ap­
plicant resides within a sectionalized or non-sectionalized territory.

Offi<crs.

6. The Societ}7 shall have a President, a Vice-President, a Recording 
Secretary, and a Treasurer.

7 . The President-Founder, Colonel H. S. Olcott, holds the office of 
President of the Theosophical Society for life, and has the right of nomi­
nating his successor, subject to the ratification of the Societj7.

8. The term of the presidency is seven years (subject to the excep­
tion named in Rule 7 ).

9. The President shall nominate the Vice-President, subject to 
election by the Society. The Vice-President’s term of office shall expire 
upon the election of a new President.

10 . The appointments to the offices of the Recording Secretary and 
the Treasurer shall be vested in the President.

in  The President shall be the custodian of all the archives and rec­
ords of the Society, and shall be one of the Trustees and Administra­
tors for property of all kinds, of which the Society as a whole is possessed.

12 . The President shall have the power to make provisional appoint­
ments to fill all vacancies that occur in the offices of the Society, and 
shall have discretionary powers in all matters not specifically provided 
for in tlrnse Rules.
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13. On the death or resignation of the President, the Vice-President 
shall perform the presidential duties until a successor takes office.

Organization.
14. Any seven members may apply to be chartered as a Branch, the 

application to be forwarded to the President through the Secretary of 
the nearest Section.

15. The President shall have authority to grant or refuse applica­
tions for charters, which, if issued, must bear his signature and the seal 
of the Society, and be recorded at the Headquarters o f the Society. J

16. A Section may be formed by the President o f the Society, upon 
the application of seven or more chartered Branches.

17. All Charters of Sections or Branches, and all certificates of 
membership, derive their authority from the President, and may be 
cancelled by the same authority.

18. Each Branch and Section shall have the power o f making its 
0wn Rules, provided they do not conflict with the general rules of the 
Society, and the Rules shall become valid unless their confirmation be 
refused by the President.

19. Every Section must appoint a General Secretary, who shall be 
the channel of communication between the President and the Section.

20. The General Secretary of each Section shall forward to the 
President, annually, not later than the 1st day of November, a report of 
the work of his Section up to that date, and at any time furnish any 
further information the President may desire.

A dministration.
21. The general control and administration of the Society is vested 

in a General Council, consisting of the President, Vice-President and 
the General Secretaries.

22. No person can hold two offices in the General Council.-

Election of President.
23. Six months before the expiration of a President’s term of office 

his successor shall be nominated by the General Council, and the nomi­
nation shall be sent out by the Vice-President to the General Secretaries 
and Recording Secretary. Each General Secretary shall take the votes 
of his Section according to its rules, and the Recording Secretary shall 
take those of the remaining members of the Society. A  majority of 
two-thirds of the recorded votes shall be necessary for election.

Headquarters.

24. The Headquarters of the Society are established at Adyar, 
Madras, India.

25. The Headquarters and all other property o f the Society, includ­
ing the Adyar Library, the permanent and other Funds, are vested in 
the Trustees, for the time being, o f the Theosophical Society, appointed 
or acting under a Deed of Trust, dated the 14th day o f December, 1892, 
and recorded in the Chingleput District Office, Madras, India.

Finance.
26. The fees payable to the General Treasury by Branches not com­

prised within the limits o f any Section are as follow': For Charter £1 \ for
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each. Certificate of Membership, 5J.; for the Annual Subscription of each 
member, 5s. or equivalents.

27. Unattached Members not belonging to any Section or Branch 
shall pay the usual Si. Entrance Fee and an Annual Subscription of 
j£l to the General Treasury.

28. Each Section shall pay in to the General Treasury one-fourth of 
the total amount received by it from annual dues and entrance fees.

29. The Treasurer’s accounts shall be yearly certified as correct, by 
qualified auditors appointed by the President.

Meetings.
30. The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held at 

Adyar and Benares alternately, in the month of December.
31. The President shall also have the power to convene special 

meetings at discretion.

Revision.
32. The Rules of the Society remain in force until amended by the 

General Council.
(True Copy.) Official,

H. S. OLCOTT, p . T. S.
C. W . L e a d b e a t e r ,

Secretary to the Meeting of Council.
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